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hiad to sustan the railleries of false fnends
avho have not the courage to imitate them,and
1ho reproaches of bigoted relatses, soon gan
the respect and esteem of the public; witness
wmong a thousand other instances, the Count
of Stolberg, one ol the best scholars that
modern Germany can boast ; the equallv cele-
brated Mr. Haller, a mewber of the Supreme
Counci! of Berne, n Switzerland; the Rev.
Dr. Gallnzin, once an European prince, and
subsequently the dovoted pastor of a small
congregation n the UnitedSiates :{but 1the con-
vertz to Protestantism, after the vain and
short applause of ome interested persons,
gain nothing but the contempt of all parues;
for no one surcly can furbear despising the
despicable maa or womaun whose rule of con-
duct 1s a base passion or some petty human
cansideration ; or the apostate priests who has
trampled uunder foot s sacred engageuents,
What do, therefore, all these diffurences give
us to understand oxcept that Protestantism is
embraced by those only who care little for
the spiritual and cternal interest of their souls,
and that no where butin the Catholic Ghurch
can be found true wisdom, true peace and
secunity of salvation ]
Above all, there is a certain class of con-
versious, upon wvhich no misconstruction at
all can be placed, viz. those eflected at the
hour of death, at that last moment when hu-
man passions and selfish motives lose much
of their influence over tlie heart; when man
can best judge i the real value of things, aud
when the approach of the divine judgment,
dispelling the must of error, begins to make
the light of truth shiue in its genuine bright-
ness. Now itis a fact ahke notorious and
undeuniable, and 10 the reality of which
every one among the many Catholic mis-
sionaries could give ample testimony ; that
-Catholics on their death-k~ds never wish to
die 1 any religion but thetr awn, whereas
-many Protestants, w the same sunation, seek
.to reconcie themsehes to the Church of
Rome. So evident s, so plam has it al-
.ways appeared to upright nunds, that the safer
or rather the only sile side wuh regard 1o
satvation, is to be a Catholic, provided the iu-
ggidual acts up o lus fauh, and *retains a
Mconﬁdence and the glory of hope unto
the ead” (Heb. iii. ). :
. What else, then, must be said of those
charges of corruption, superstition and 1dola-
try so frequently urged against us, and so
many umes refuted, than that they are base
and atrocious calumaies, which thewr authors
-eurely do not behieve, but wnich they think
it necessary to sp.cad fur and wide, in order
1o keep up 2 sprit of sancor and hostility
against the Catholic Chinrch, and prevent, if
possible, her further progress? How can,
for wstance, Catholics be :\ccuscq, 1°. of
adorjug bread in the Eucharist, since they
admit, ou the contrary, that there is no bread
at all after the consecration, the whole of its
substance being changed inmo the substance
of the Body of Christ? 2°, of worshipping
the Blessed Virgin aud the Saints, whereas
they worship God alone, and pay no other
that an inferior honour to the Blessed Virgin
and to the Saints, whom Christ hiumself has
so much honoured, the one as his holy Mother,
the others a3 s faithful survants and lriends ?
3°. also of rendering an idolatrous homage
tv images and pictures, w hilst every onc kuows,
or easily may know, that we venerale
them, not on account of themselves and of
their intrinsic merit, but merely on account
of the prototypes whom they represent? As
to those pretended permissions given to com-
mt sin, those shamelusl and slanderous tales,
which the most violent of our opponents are
.39 industrious to circulate, the whole shame
must belong fo them, as there is not one man
of sense aud honest feelings in whatever de-
nomination, that does not blush alike at that
infamous falsehnod. Various disorders may,
it is true, have been.commitied in the course
.af ages by Catholic lagmen, and even some-
times by clergymen aud pastoss of souls ; but
this proves nothing more than the weakness
of huinan nature, and the infidelty of those
unbappy men to their duties and vocation.
The Catholic Church is entirely free fromthe
blame; and it would be the grossest mjustice
io Iy to their charge the faults committed by
any of her members, siuce she never approved
but alwags discountenanced them, always
faboured in checking disorders and suppress-
ing abuses. Farudeed fiom ever favoring
saperstition and ...norality in any of her
numerous decrees, she, on the contrary, never
cnacted pny ono that does not tend, in one
way ur other, to the repres-ion of vice or the
zdvancement of virtue.
Hence it has frequently bappened, that the
learned and moderate ainong our -dissenting

-

1

brethren candidly confessed that theio is in
the Rowan Church no real obstacle 1o salea-
tion, and that one may, seithout endangefing
his soul, cither remain or become a Catholic.®
Thues an Anghcan.pishop ( Blanford, bishop
of Worchester), confessad to the Duchess of
York, as shg herselt relatesin a paper writlen
in 1670 1o state the motives of n>r couversion
to Catholicity, that, *“1f he had been bred a
Catholic, ho would not change s relig.on.”
Thus also, the faculty of divinity of Ilelinstadt,
beiuyg asked whether 1 Protestant princess,
who tended 1o marry a Catholio prince,
mught, with a safe conscienco, embrace the
Catholic religion, and obtain salvation in it,
arswered without hesitation in the aflirmative.
The decision is dated April 28,.1707 (Sce
Fifty Reasons, pp. 84, €8). The same
auswaer was given to King Henry 1V, when
he seriously began to think of returning to
the pale of the Roman Church; upon which
this great and sagacious prince said to a Pro-
testant minister ** since you agree that I may
be saved in the Catholic religion, provided {
live well 10 o, prudence requires that I skould
be of thatreligion, and not of yours - for, being
one of the Catholics, I can be saved, accord.
ing both to them and to you, whilst, if [ re.
main a Protestant, I can Le saved indeed ac-
cording 10 you, but not according 10 them.
Now prudence cersainly bids me to take the
safer step in so serious a matter.” e did
take it, and abjuring his errors, made a solemn
profession of the Catholic faith in the Church
of St. Denis, a. . 1593, .

Would to-God that all our dissenting breth-
ren (since the reasdnsare the same for all),
would make the same remark, and coms to
the same practical conclusion, without yield-
1ng ono moment to those false maxims of the
wisdomn of the flesh, which detain so many
weak souls in the way of ervorand perdition,
viz. that a change of religion, though his
religion may be false, 18 something aishonour-
able, and that every one ought to conform to
the mode of worship adopted by his country,
or by his parents and family !—As if there
could be any shame, and not rather a great
honour, in lollowing one’s conscience, obeyiy
the will of God, preferring eternal salvation
to human concerns, retracing 2 wrong step
taken by our misled ancesiors in a ume of
feverish excitement, and returning to that
holy, auctent and apostolic society from which
they ought never to have departed !—As if
Almighty God had not given us understanding,
willand freedom, to make us not only find
and know the truth, but also ewbrace and fol-
low it, and disengage ourselves from the mazes
of error in which we may have been entangled
by the prejndices of birth and education 1—
As if we could be bouud to adopt the fanciful
wanderings, the false systems and endless illu-
sions of others, so as to become with them the
abettors of any sect which they please to pre-
fer, however anti-christian it may be; and be
justifiable in running to our eternal ruin, be-
cause they choose to be ruined themselves !
Had each of us two or three souls, we might
perhaps be excusable in sacrificing the last of
them for the sake of our friends and relations ;
but, stnce we have only one, no dictate of flesh
and blood. no interest whatever, can ailow us
to make the sacrifice of a guod which 15 16
nitely above every other consideratien.t If

¢ Luther himsclf, in oud of those moments which
mare free than usual from the excitement of passion,
left ham at liberty to avnte and speak with more
calmness, acknowledged that ther> was;much of gon-
uine virtue and vital piety in the Church of Rome;
also, that he had no assurance whatsocver of having
done right in promoting a schism, nor would he
like to be asked an account for it at the tribenal of
God. (Tract.ce Miss. privat, and vol. 1. p. 364.
cdit. Germ. Jen.)

Melancthon, too, Luther’s favorite disciple, bring
asked by his own mother, which was the better of
the two, the Protestant or the Catholic religion;
hesitated not to enswer that the Protestant was the
better during life, but that the Catholic was the
safer at the hour of death; a concession which is
known to have been elso made by tho late Protes-
tant bishop of New York, Hobart, to the Rev.
George Ironsides.  Blind, kowarer, and unfortunate
men, not to pereeive that a religious system  devoid
of sure grounds and grod only for this temporst lite,
cannot be the true religion, and deserves nos to be
adopted by auy onc, cven during his life-time;
whilst on the contrary, that socicty must be the only
true Church, to be revered, obeyed nnd followed by
all, in which it issafer to die, and whech, i tho ac-
knowledgment of her greatest encmies, has always
preserved and preserves still the trie spisit Christidn
virtue aad piety. - L

t Let this important truth be pasticularly noticed
by suck persons as aro afraid to embrace the Catho-
lic faith, least that decisive step should umply a
condemnation of theiz Protestant parents, whether
dead or alive. That foar is est unreasonabloin all
respects. 1©. No one, ia. becowsing 8 Catholie, is
commanded to believo that. bis father and mother,
or other relations, are, ot will bo cternally losb: if
dead they may have been during 1ifo 3n” perfeetly
good faith, and in invineible jgnorance of the true
Church, or ¢hoymay hive tonceived, immediataly

we saffer ourselves to full into the abyss of
serdition and be lost for ever,what will 1t avail
us to have carried our condescension for the
world so far, as to baeomo our worst enemies:
vand what shall be given vs in exchange for
our souls, afier they will have been seized by
tha minister of .Divine Justice, never lo be
rescued from their bands?

‘These are tho matives which ought to in.
duge our separated brethren of every denoun.-
uation to wnke the most. serious reflections on
the jusecurity of the ground upon which they
stand, and the necessity of averting the danger
to which they are exposed. Let them. there-
fore, become the living inembers of Chnist’s
mystical body, which can be no other than
the Catholic Church, if they wish to secure a
share in his eternal inhertance. Let human
respectand family considerations be overcome
by the recdllections of these words of our
Saviour in the Gospel: * Whosoever shall
deny me before men, I will also deny him
before mg Father who isin heaven. ... He
that loveth father or inother more than me, is
wot worthy of me"” (Matth. x, 33,37). T.et
the foresight and the dread of eatthly losses to
be undergone on the sama account, be dis-
pellod by thus equahty staking and serious
admomtion,

‘ What shall it profit a man, if he gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul’ (Mark
viii. 36) ? In ‘fine, let overy precuuticn be
taken for the success of that paramount affuir,
the consequences of which are immense and
irrevocable ; for, no security is too great, when
an eternity is at stake—+ Nulla satis magna
securitas, ubi periclitatur wternitas.”

before dying, a sincere desire of belonging to her,’
united to a livoly sorrow for thefr past sins and
and negligence @ if still Uving, they have yet ftimo
to obtuin instruction and become Catholics ; which
will mare probably happen, ss their children will
pray morc camestly for them, end set them sooner
the axample of courageously embracing and follow-
ing the truth, 2. in the contrary suppnsition, the
misfortune of our parents will have been caused by
their own fauit: if we commit the same and fall into
the sgame abyss of misery, will they bo less unhappy.
at sceing us in tho same dreadful “state with them-
selves 2 Must we attempt 16 ropair an irroparable
evil, by 1nereasing the mumber of -ts vietims ?
Would it nut be the height of folly to waste our pro-
perty, ruit. our health, go through a course of
iniquity and unjust dealings, drown or otherwise
kill ourselves, for the sake of imitatihg our parents,
had they done so themselves?  Iow much moro go,
if we were to follow them to aternal perdition ? Let,
therefore,all useless refledtions on the fate of persens
dear to us, be set aside ; let anknown things be left
entirely to the Providence of God, whose judgments
are truth, wisder and equity; our only essential
affuir here on carth is to save our soul, salvet wunus-
quisque enimam suam ; -every thing clse is deplorable

illusion, dceest and vanity.
EoTrESNONTLENCE.

To the Editors of the Cross.

GenTrEMEN,

In passing lately from Sissiboo to Yar-
mouth, I stopped at Frenchtown to see
the large Church of St. Mary. 1 was
much gratified with the improved appear-

D. O. M.
Hice jacent Reliquiae
Rev. P. 1. Johanms Sigogue
Sacerdotis Galii
Ex Agro Turouensi.
Qi prapter tamnarnm pnaijetiae
had 1 3 o
Exal ¢ Patria
Per XLVII Annos in
Nova Scoti,
Missionarius
Pius atque 'Fidelis
Roligionemn propagavit Catholicaw.
£t tandem
Plenus dierumn ac meritorum
Bonis omuibus flebilia oceidit
Et in Christi Pace Quevit
Die d X Novemb, MDCCCXLIV.
Annos Natus LXXXV.

Pie Jesu Domine
Dona Ei Requiem. Amen.

The €rogg ;
HALIFAX, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10.

M. Power, Prinren.

e e ™ R e ST o
EUROPE.

The news by the Hibernia waz too late
for our last impression, an event which
seldom accurs.  There was, however, no-
thing of great importance to communicate.
The Pope has not yer returned to Rome,
but the difficuities of the French are mul-
tiplying every day. His Holiness is biding
his time, and will not enmter the Eternal
City until he can do so with entire inde-
pendence. The lying English Press, which
hypocritically praised bin in the beginning
of his Poutificate, now continues its
shameful misrepresentations of everything
connected with the common Father of
Christendom. ¢ Our own correspondent’
m Italy knows well what will gratfy his
employers, and minister to the depraved
taste of English bigotry. Hence every
letter from Italy is filled with calumnies
so glaring that every intelligent Catholic,
especially those who bave been in ltaly,
can detect their falschood in a moment.
But, the Popedom will flourish ‘in spite
of English malignity just as Catholicity in
Ireland has survived her three centuries
of diabolical persecution.

We were Jately favoured with the peru-
sal of a letter from a distinguiched scholar
and gentleman in Rome, nho lived in that
city during the republican regime. This
letter was written little more than 2 month
ago, and as his account of Pius IX. and
Mazzini and Co. are materially different
from what we read in the English journals,
we are tempted to give an extract or two.

“The Pope is a most admirable man, and
is full of every quality which you would wish

——
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ance of the building both within and with-
out, especially theJatter, A valuable and !

i other useful improvement made, and by
j all account, the Rev. Pastor has been in-
; defatigable in his exertions to improve the
i House of God and the morals of his flock.
j The Cemetery too, which was blessed by
| the Bjshop at the recent Visitation, has
. been enlarged, well fenced and improved
 in every tespect. Instrolling through the
hallowed precinets I wes delighted to ob-
serve a verv handsome marble | ombstone
erected to the memory of the late vener-
able Abbe Sigogne who spent nearly haif
ja century in the laborious Missions of
Nova Scotia and was universally respected
both by Protestants and Catholics for his
many estimable qualities. He died on the
9th of November, 1844, and as 1 thought
1t might gratify some of his rany admisers
in the Province to see the tribute which
has beeu justly paid o his memory, I
have copied the inscription on his monu-
ment as_accurately as I could, thinking
j you might be jnduced to print it in your
 useful repertory.  If you see any mistakes
yin my transeript, you will please correct
them. Iregret much that my ignorance
of the dead languages dees not permit ne
to gend you a tranglation. of those lines,
which I was informed in Frenchtown,
were sent from the City of Halifax. -
* 1am, Geuntlenien, yours, &g¢.

Tdict thein !

to s=e in the successor of St Peter; humble,
zealous, disinterested, and at the'same time,

-  sohd stone foundation has been built and ! Poble and dignified. He would have done
] great things if the times had been propuioys ;

he wouyld have corrected many abuses which
naturally spring up in crery thing human in
the lapse of centuries.  But, he was not sup-
ported un one side by many good men who
were afraid of the consequences of change,
and on the other he was assailed and betrayed
by an active and powerful party, who weéie
anzious to destroy his tempora! dominion,
and even to root out religion altogethier from
ltaly. It was a most lamentable thing to see
the Pope attacked by ihose wretches in his
own Palace, and it was almost 3s sickening
to think that those who called themselves.the
goou class, had not the courage to saya word,
or raise a hand iu defence of the insulted
Vicar of Christ. The Pope’s flight from
‘Rome ruined all the hopes of his ‘enemiea.
They were obhged to take such violent sieps
that all the world looked upon them with
execration. Tho res gestae of the little Ro-
man Republic will occupy a very black page
in history, indeed Mazzini and his party did
every thing to ruin Rome, and 10 pervert the
people. Yhey calumniated priests and re-
ligious, and induced the people to plunder, or
reccive tho plunder of Churches and Convents.
The rich were dlso pretty well plundered in
order 1o gain oOver the'masses. You would
:be astonished to-see the impudence with
which the most absurd calumuies were cieu-
lated and repeated every day, and; wos 6 the
[ person who would have the conrsge 1o contra-
¢ There were scveral Protestant
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Missienaries ese aiding in this unholy. work,



