Jesus said to his disciples. Whom do you say
thatlam !

Simon Poter answered and sad
the Son of the living God

Thoa art Chrst

And Josus answering, sard to him - Blessed art
thon Simon Bar-Jons  because fleah and blood ha
oot raveslod st o theo, butwy tathier who s 10 heavon,
Axo I say To Tues  TuaT THou arT PETFR;aAND
orox Tits Rock 1 witt auito My Cutrci, aND THE
GATES OF IHELL 3NALL NOT PREVAIL AGAINST (T,

Axwp [snas orve o THEE e Kuvs or T Kane-
poy of ncaviy  And whatswever thou shalt bind
upoi earth, it shall be bound alsotn heaven  and what-

¢ Is tho Church likened untoa house t It is placed
on the foundation of a rock, which s Peter. Will
you reprosent 1t under the figure of a familly ! You
behold our Redeemer paving the tribute s s msates,
and after him comes ;’rlu‘ as his representativo. Is
the Church a batk * Peter ysats pilot ; and 8¢ is oog
Redeemer who structs him, s the doctrine by
which we aro drawn from the gulph of Sin represcot-
cd by a fishee's nett It is Peter who casts 1t ; Pele_r
who draws it ; the other disciples lond their aid, bat it
is Peter that presents tho fishes to our Redeemer. Is

the Church rep ! by an embassyt  Saing Peter
1w at ity head. Do you prefer the fxﬁ\m‘. of a2 King.,
dom ! Saint Peter cacriesits keys.  In fino, will you

hare it shadowed under the symbol of flock and fold 'f
Saint Peter 1s tho Shepherd, and Unisersal Pastor?

soavor thou shalt luase on eatth shall bo loosed alsa 1a ¢, g)nder Jesus Christ,’  S. Feancis of Sales. Contovad
beaven. S. Matthow xvi. 15—19. t’) 18c. 42, .
¢
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CALENDAR, private reason, unti) men are hrought into thefoan. Can there b, then, such o thing as divine | that there 1s not ; and s0 on throngh all the mul-

——— | light of faith, the ty of discipleship, and | (31th among behevers out of the Church? 1m-{titudinous ortors of sccts 10to which the Private..

Fxs, 20~Sunday—Soexagesmia Scmid
£8—Monday—S1 Margaret of Cortona acm.
89—Tuesday —Comm of the Passion of Qur

Lord Jesus Chaist Great Doub Sup.

Marci t—\Wednesday—Office of the day Simp.

§—Thursday~3 Simphcus P & Conf.
3—Frnday—O0ffice of the day Simp.
4—Saturday—S Lucius I P'AT dogb Sub.

[Feom the New York Frcemnan's Journal.]
LETTERS
DBy the Right Rev. Joux Huouss, D. D, Bishop

of New York, on the umporiance of bung n

Communion with Christ's One, Holy, Catholic

and Apostolical Church.

LETTER IV,
Duar Resorr-—-

80. 1 what I have £2id in my last letter, yon
most not understand me as denying tha ihero
xra many things in the Holy Scuptute, wiuch
private reason is, by its own light, competcnt v
understand.  Our Blessed Savinur condescended
to appeal 10 it, in certan cagses.  When He re-
fated the charge mado agamnst Him, of casung
out devils in the namo of Belzebub—when He
appuated to the knowledgo his hearers had of the’
zacient Scriptures, respecting the signs of His

i when He directed their attention to Eis
works, as beating testimony to Him, the appesl
was, in every irstance, to their private ma.sgn:«{
Yod porceive, Rowever, that in dll, this, He ad-
drasses persuns not yet aggregated ta the Seeiety
of His disciples—not yet fully convinced of the
divtaity of His nussion aoll character.  But in
tevealing thase doctrines which he communicated
1o His disciples, already convinced that le s the
trae Teacher from God, there is not a sohtary
sastance of an appeal to the private reason of any
one. We haro 3’ remarkable exampie of this, 10
the casc df the Scceders at Capernaum. The
Private Reasoners found the ducttine of the Holy
Focharist a hatd saying, but Christ mado nota
siogls remak to tender it, v Fat they would eall,
more rational.  He scemed prepared to witness
the departure of the vthers, as appears by (he
question Fe put 10 them, ¢ will you also go
aw3y? Simon Peter answered in the name of
the rest, ** Lord, to whom shall we go?  Thou
Liast the words of eternal life.””  lere, then, is
<he first striking instance of the difference be-
tween faith and opinion—~between the Church of
‘CGhrst, and those whom weo haeo designated as
Prvate Reasoners on the doctrine of Revelation,

87. We may lustrate the punciple of thus
difference by analogies derived from the exercise
of ordicary prudence, in the concerns of hfo ;—
tsking earo, howerer, to remembec that no hu-
a6 pari will be a iilusteation.
{f 2 man is sick, he will uso the best tnfuematinn
within his teach, anc the best I'ght ol his private
reason, tn selecting agood physicizn.  Bot when
he has found lam, he will not subject the pre-
saripuions (9 bis privato reason, rejouug some
sltagciher, takirg only parts of others; and so,

mahing the ductor’s scienco subordmate to his
awn opinion.  ia iike masoer, if a man basan
tmportant suit 2t law, he will exerciee his puivate
Judgment and reason in sclecting his advocate j=~
ot having selected him, he will act under his
«drice, and be goided by him.  Now such com-
pani ate defective, i h as batb the law-
yer and tho physician are fallible, and Jiable 10
be mistaken ; whereas Chuist, the trae Advocats
and troe Physician, is essentiald and infalkible.
And you peroeive accordingly, that in the system
of religinn all that goes to indieato and d i

Yot
¥

the unity of the Church, Thete, they are under
God's teaching—there, they learn the doctnnes
which Christ revealed—there, they ascentain
what are the tre ~ Scriptures, and what s their
trun meanng-—thure, in fine, they ate taught in
the languira of our Saviour himself, * to observe
all things whatsoeser ie had commanded” the
Apostles, under thie promise that He would be
with them all days, even to the consummation of
the world. The Church has not revesled the
doctrines~this was not her office. She was and
1s the witness, and teacher, extending through
all days, filling up the whole perivd of ume be-
tween the individual boliever, and the Divine
Avthor of Christtanity. She beass testimony to
the fact, that such and such doctrines were re-
vezled by Hun. If Private Rcasoners pervert
the doctrino by erroneous explanation, she bears
testimony to the true meaning, and agaivst the
error.  Every doctrine thus proposed as 2 marter
of fact, revealed by Jesus Chnst, 18 beld by her
children asofalhibly trae  This is Dirine tasth,
because the motive of w18 the voraenty of Gud.

38. The Privato 1leasoners, that is, persons
out of the Church, profess equally to found their
belief on the veracity of God  But anstead of
appealing to the Church,astho vitness apponted

y God tn attest what doctrines CLrist revesled,

they-appealtu  thetr-own rvats * plitons, n"‘sJ'pﬁhm, o hich the Drivaie Re~suners employ to

founded on what scems to them the sease of Serip-
ture  The unmediate object of their belief 1
thetr owon opinon "They seek for Divine truth
withi themselves , (e the Bihle has ao weanung,
for them, until ns suppused sense is ascertarned |
and spproved by the tribunal within.  Hence,

alihough every dootnao revealed by sur Savieur

is a fact, and to be prored by comnpetent testi-,
mooy, as other facts are, it isessentially changed

by the Prisate Reasoners into au opinion, before
thev can appropriate i1, 2s an article of beliel, in
their own minds.  In the abstract, they profess
10 beheve what He taught. But in pracuce,
they de~y any rompetent provision for deternin

ing what He seally dud tesch, and assume, asa
matter of opison, that every one must ** gearch
the Scriptures,” guess at their meaning, and so
form 2 hind of rehgion fur himself, as f Chnst
had left Lis work a blank, a8 to all certain means
for us divine attestion, uatil the Bible should fall
under cho individaal | | and interg

of cach separate Private Reasoner. Fer the
tzuth of l‘his, Uappeal, dear Reader, to your own
expenience.  The Pricate Rexsoners tell you to
read the Seriptutes and judgs for yousell. Nuw
38 3 test, 1ahe the text ** I and my Father aro
One,” and the other text—**The Father i
greatee than 1.7 Here appears 10 be 2 contra-
diction.  Now, judging for yoursolf, will you
lean 10 one oz the other of these two—and when
yau have decided in favour of that which estab-
Lishes the Divine Equality of the Son with the
Fatker, ar in farour of the other, what will ce
tho nature of the corcluston to which you wilt
have come in your ownaund?  Evidemly 1t wyll
be an apinton, and this opinion ®ill be ths object
and matter of your beliel.

39, If, then, according to this mode of ascer-
taining the truthis of revelation you coms to this
conclusion that Christ is not God, what is the
direct thing which youbolicve? Somethimg that
Chmat has revealed on the subject? No: jtis
sunply your own opinfon.  Ify by tho same pro-
cess, you arrive at the opposite conclusion, what

His charatter when Io was on canth, and His
Chaurch, s representing Him, after His ascen-
dion ipto beaven, comee within the province of

is it you believe? Your own opwnton agun!
Bot in neither caso can you may that you believe
in it oo the aatkority of God zcvealing it, but

simply on the approval of yoisr owa private 1oa~

AN

possidla !

Now, every Cathalio believes 1n the Divinsty
of Christ as  positive, fact of Ihvine Revelation,
And why does he believa? Becauss God has
revealed it.  Ho belioves 1t therefors un the au-
thority of God . and believing it on God’s autho-
rty, he holds it as a matter of Divine faith and
net as 2 matter of opinon.  The fact 18 proved
10 hum by the testimony of the Chnrch, which
has always belioved, and always taught this doc-
trine.  And 5o with regard to every dogma that
enters into the deposr- of Chrst's revelauon.—
When one of the Private Reasuners says he be-
lieves in the Divimty of Chnat, he cannot con-
sistently say that he does «o becanse God fias re-
vewled s, for this would be belisring it as 3 fact,
which as such must necessanly depend on out-
ward testimony, fur its proof, hut he must be-
licse it because he has seacched the Scupiure
fur maself, and has cowe to the cunclusion, i1n
his uwn mind. that the text wiich says, “ I ana
my Fathec ato One,” ought to prevail over the
niher text winch says, ** The Father 1s greater
than £.° In other words, he ehieves it his own
apinion,

40, Neitheras wtof any vse to say that God
speaks to ua in tho Seriptures  Tlus etatersent
13 Dot truo— 1t ie guo af huse piousiy frandulent]

impose on the sunple unnded, and o cover the
delusiveness of ther wwn prngaple, nnder rever-
ence fou the divine book.  Tiis not tzue that the
Bible has heen grien 1o as tar the purpose to
whieh they 2dipt 1t, Jhiat of degrading the reve-
12tions of Chust inte 3 clans of human opintons,
inutually contead cung each wiher.  But even 3f
this were true, at would sull be fallieioos 10 say
that Gud apeahs wousn the sacred volume. |t
wuuld werely be wrun that He writes to 0s ; and
hetween wrieg o us, and speshing to vs, there
is a great dilesence Unibis swe of God, the
Scriptures are all thoy were ntended 10 be—an
sapired collecoun of histonral snd biographucal
i dents, ernnected wath the hyves of our blessed
Sav.our and His Apusiies, :ncludng, huwerer, a
witlen attesiation of many, if not ajl tho dec~
tunes of Divie revelston, 1o so {ar as doctnnes
are nn:ql’.;nm!‘ the Scaptazes are but an oviward
sud b omight say, a doplicate form of the hving
faith which Chisst had fmplanted, as the life-
polse, i the heartof flis Chureh,! bejure the
bouks af the new  testament bad heen commitfed
to wnung.  They emanared fromn the Chureh
herself , Their nuiliors were inspired to wrte,
hut \'..niﬁ?fannscnpx wasuended for her vse, to
be prt:s(‘ﬁuéll as a part of her fath and teaching ;
and undErt!w liaht afithe spatit of truth whichshe
recrived frum kier founder, 1o be perfectly under-
stend, 384 nfallibly v\ pounded by ber atone. It
1s mantfest that 1f God had authonited the abuse
which ibe Prinate Reasvuers make of lis wistten
ward, He wunld have authegsed thereby the
overthrow vf what is most valuable i the 1each-
mgsd)_four Divine Redeemer, viz , theicintniosic
wfallibility, and tho certainty of the faith which
that Y;ﬁ)‘lipxluy wspues. o woald have been
theo sllowing His San to lay tho cverlasting
foundations of His Chureh, to authorise hus apos-
tles to build 1t up, whilst He wonld be, at the
saino time, authonising otbers, by private reason-
ings on the Scriptures, 1o pull down the edifice,
remodel its form, and reconstruct it, according to
the dictates of thesr privato opinion.  He woald
bo authorising somo to preach, that Christ isGod;
and otbers, that Christ 13 not God ;—some, that
Rishops aro cf Divine insutution ; others, that
they are not ; some, that thero is o hoRt ;--olher.

I

Reasoners are divided. .
41, I God had appointed the Scriptures to.be
the guide of the human mind, through the medi~
um of privats interpretation, He would have pro-
+1ded tho reader winh measuro of Divioe inepi~.
raton covrespondiag with that of the writer,.~-
But, although they wore thus writen, they are
not thus read—and amoug all the schaols which.
have grown out of the punciple of private reasbo-~
ing, there 18 not one wlose sysiera provides for
this mozal deficiency, exoept that of the, Sosgiety.,
of Friends.  They asaumo that God will grvaHin
Holy Spu.it to open tha intenor eys of the. soal.
10 the true meaning of the 1nspired written werd,,
This idea also provailed amang some of the ear=
lier Private Reasorers of other denominations,.
snd 1s sull clung 1o, by sndividuals of a mope,
plous,or enthusiastic temperament.  Bot nts fa}-.
lacy 13 palpable from the fact, that the intespye-,
tations arnved at through the Spint of Gody an
the 12ader, would bo uniform . whereas their iy,
terpret.uionsars .8 diversified and contradiciozy,.
as the 1idividual opintens on which they am,
founded, :

N Lt
I have dwelt Jonger on the subject than may:
have d 10 yuy R y.. Botl desmat.

impoxlaq&i‘tyjtl)shoul@ 40 80,100 order to guve.
You a Rear-and distinet ides of the difference. be~
tween authomty and reason—between faith and:-
opinon—berwcen the Church o1.God and.the:
Puvate Reasoners who are now, or have bagn:at.
any time sepasated from her communmon, Thiy.
distinctivn s a div.ding hine between the troth of

Chnst, and the herestes that have opposed 2,

from the days of the Apostles. Tho Chareh-
comes down to us through the saccession of in--
termediaie] generations, continuously, 3s one and

the same soclety—the 3uccessors of the other A~

postles, succeeding under the titde of Bishops,-
surrounding, as their coromoan ceotte, snd reve--
ning as their common visible head, tho Successor
of Peter, on whom the Church was built-—azound

the Bishops, theclergy of the second order, with

the fanthful peogle, teaching a0d believing parpo--
tually, unammously, and umiversally the same.
truths down to the present day.

Coesalwith tho commencement of the Church”
you had the Paivate Reasonurs in the seceders of
Capernaum, and then, following the stream of
tnne downwards, you find their successors in Ce-
rinthus 33d Ebion, Marcion, Anus, Nestorios,
Eutyches, Pelagius, Be.engztius (for a time,)
Wychtfe, Huss, Luther, Calvin, Bucer, Knox,’
C , S , Wesley, Swedenburg, Joag
Sountheote, Mother Aon Lee, Joo Smith, Father
Miller and Karwan, :

42. In this enumerstion, dear reader, I donot
mean ¢o say that tho several errors into whick
privato roasoning has betrayed the different pee-
persone, whoss names are mcn{idned, were of
cqual enormity, ot of equal estrangement from the
truth.  They alt agres intwo things, and it isby
their agreement only that I classify them'in the
sume cataloguo,—~they agrecd in opposing the
Church of God, and in assarting the right of pri-
vale reason to determine the meaning of what is
written in tho Scriptures. Their systcms of doc-
trine were mutoally opposed and repugoant to
cach other—the etvers of some were far more’
coormous than those of others, all of them con-
tained some trath, and oven much precious trath,
but truth, unfortunately, transforzed from the ba-
#is of yavelation asa fact, 10 that of their opinion;’
and by a singular law which putsuesthe work of*
Private Ressoners through all the wanderings of
their errors, the school, (that®of Socinus, for in-
stance,) which bhas most consistency with theit”
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