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The Commercial

A Jourmal ot Commercs, Industry and Finance, eepocially
devoted to the interests of Western Cahada, tnclud.
ing that portion of Ontario westof Lake Supesior,
the provinocs of Manitoba and British
Columbin and the Territorles.

FOURTEENTH YEAR OF PUBLICATION,
ISSUED EVERY MONDAY,

Surscairtion, $2.00 Par ANxust 1n advanoce.)

ADVRRYIAING RAYES MADX KXOWN OX APPLICATION.

Fine Book and Job Printing Departments.
£ OfMce, 180 James St. East.
JAMES B. STEEN,
Publisher.

The Commercial certainly enjoye a very much larger
cirerlation gmong the business community of the country
betwcen Lake Superior and the Paci, oast, than an%
other paper in Canada, daily or weekly. Dy at
qystern af pessonal solicitation, carried out annually, this
‘ournal has been placed upon the desksof agreat mquty
of business men in the vast district descriled abore, and

neluding Northwest Onlario, the provinces of Manitaba,
ond British Columbia, and the territories of Aseiniboia,
Alberta and Saskatchewan. TheCommnercial also reaches
the leading wholesale, commission, manufacturing and
Anancial houses of Kastern Canada.

WINNIPEG, MAY 18, 1896.

Manitoba.

Morner & Co.. grocors, Brandon, have de-
cided to retire from business.

J. M. Stowsart, baker aud counfectioner,
Pilct Mound, has sold out to Chas, Secord.

Chas. Bannell, who formorly conducted tho
diving department of the Clarendon hotol,
Winnipeg, including tho bar and billiard
rooms, has now taken the mansgexent of the
entire houso, .

Danicl Mclaren. manager of the Winnipeg
business of the Oatario Glove Works, of
Brockvills, died suddenly at the Winnipeg
general hospital on Sunday, May 10, of peri-
tonitis. Mr. Maclaren was only ill for a fow
day. Ie was a young man of quiet dispoesi-
tion and was highly respected by those who
knew him.

A jont stock company has besn formed,
says the Selkirk Record, to carry on a general
storo in Selkirk under the name of the Sel-
kick Trading Company. The capital stock is
placed at $10,000. ‘Tho place of business will
bo in the Dagz block. The Company has
purchased the entire stock of M. Finklestein,

It is the intention of the Central Cauada
Loan and Savings Company to erect a threo
swrey building of solid brick with stono
foundation and stone dressings on the north-
cast corner of Nutro Dame street east and
Mein street, Winnipeg. Tho company will
cceupy the ground floor.

The Northern Pacific hote). at Wawanesa,
was totally destroyed by fire on May 12,
‘I'ho firo began on tho third flat, where the
chimney from the kitchen stove ontered tire
roof, and is supposed to have originated from
a defective chimuey, Thero was virually
nothwg saved from the two upper flats and
what was taken out of tho lower flat was
badly damaged. Tho hotel was owned and
carried on by Frank A. Tamblyn., It was

_ insured, together with tho contents, in tho

British American and Commiercial Union for
g;.«m and was valued, with contents, at
, 000,

Albarta.

Mr. Fraser, the oil export, who had charge
of the boring operations at the Athabasca

. lauding, last summer, has gone again to the

point to resume the work. When boring
ceased last summer & depth of 1,780 feot had
Vbecn reached. The intention is to go a little

derpor with tho object of gecing whether oil
oan actually bo struck. The exporionce
gained will bo of sorvico in the evout of bor-
ing operations being commoneed on another
site.

A. J. Hipporson, tinware, Lothbridge, is
solling out and leaving for Nelson, B. C.

Jamos Lawronce, hardware, Liathbridgo, haw
sold out te David Brodie.

¥. B. Roseborg, rostanrant, Lethbridge, is
succoeded hy J, W. Keon,

Assiniboia.

The council of the Regina buard of trade
has passed a resolution in roply to tho re-
quest from Eaglaud for a list of importers of
British goods, that tho tariff at prosent oxist~
ing in Canada provents freo intercourse of
trade botweon the mother country and this
colony, and the council fears that theso tariff
restrictions frustrato the object in view.

Patrick O'Lone, has vpened a hotel at
Maple Creok.

The stock of F. W. Cempbell, harnoss,
Whitewood, has been sold by tho sherifl,

World's Avaﬂabfa Wheat Stocks.

Tho total quantity ol wheat in the Upited
States and Canada, both coasts, on the 1st
instant amounted to 85,672,000 bushels, o
smaller amount than had been held at a hiko
g(%o since May 1, 1892, when it was 51,870.-

‘I'he enormous increase in the total quan-
tities of available wheat in the United States
on May 1 in late years as compared with tho
quoatities so held on May 1 10 1889, 1830and
1891 is mado plain, available stocks on the
dato named in recont yoears being about two
and one-hslf times what they wero at the
periods mentioned in years specified,

The decrease in available supplies east of
the Rocky mountains diring April must be
characterized as disappointing, it beinga little
less than in April last year, and, although
larger than the decrcase in 1891 and 1893, it
is again Jess than in April, 1892. When
stocks on both coasts are cowpsidered, tho
total falling off last month i3 sesn %o be
10,727,000 bushols, as compared with 11,148,~
000 bushels in April, 1895, 6,901,000 bushels
in that month in 1891, 9,252.000 bushels
decrease in April, 1893, and 10,468,000, de-
crease in Apnl 1892,

Awailable stocks of wheat in the United
Statks increaze graduslly from July uatil
about the close of Decoinbor, when they begin
to decline, and continue to do so, gonerally,
during tho following six months, or until
July again., Daring the ten completed
monchs of the cereal year onding with April
80 last-there have been six months of in-
creases and four of decreases. During the
lattar half of the last calendar year, when
wheat stocks were accumulating, the net
gain eadt of the Rocky mountains during
that period was 44,110,000 bushels, as com-
pared with 48,457,000 bushels in the like six
months of 1894, Daring tue previous four
months the decrease was only 17,359,000
bushels, as compared with 88,254,000 bushels
in January, Fobruary, March and April,
1895. 'The decreass in the last four months,
thereforo, has been only aboat two-fifths of
tho increase in the preceding six mouths,
whilg ii'the Jiko four months of 1895 the de-
crease was two-thirds of the increase botween
July 1 and December 80, 1894,

In this feature of the movoment of avail-
able stocks of wheat Is found tho relatively
upfavorablo situation. It was confidontly
befieved that reductions of stocks would be
heavy and rapid beginning with January
last. They have been little more than one-
half of what thoy wero in the first four
months of the last calendar year, and a trifle
smallor than in tho first four months of 1894,

and noticeably smallor than in thelike period
of 1892,

Combining stacks of available whoeat oast
and west of the Rocky Mountains, it appears
that tho decrease durivg tho past iour months
amounts ta 21,208,000 bushols compared with
¢ net incroaso of 41.677,000 bushel« in thelat-
ter half of the calondar year 1895, a four
months’ deereaso of a Jittlo less than onc-half
of tho increaso in the preceding six months.
fu the liko four months of 1895 the falling
away in available stocks, both coasts, was
86,412,000 bushelz, compared with 53,506,000
bushals increase in thoe preceding six monthy,
a falling off in the first third of tho preceding
calendar vear two-thirds as large as thein-
creass in supplies during thoe noxt preceding
six months. It is perhaps of witorest, and
may gratify to aun oxtent those looking for-
ward to tho return of bullish 1nfluences to
noto that the decroase of 2(,293.U%v bushels
on both consts during the past four months
is compared with a deerease of only 18,792,000
bushels on both coasts during tho like fuur
months of 1834, and with a decreasce of unly
14,790,000 bushoels during the corresponding
period in 1893,

Stocks of wheat aflont for and 1n Europo
from all exporting countries on May 1 wero
17,774,000 bughels, the smallest quantity of
wheat in transit by watar for and in store in
Europe on & like date for eight years past.
Adding evailablo supplies o1, both coasts of
the United S:ates and Carvada to thoso afloat
for and in Furope, we have tho grand total
131,316,000 bushels availablo on the date
named, as compared with 151,980,000 bushels
on May 1, 1893, 170,695.000 bushels on May
1, 1891, 172,u30,000 bushels on that dato in
1893, and as contrasted with 125,891,000
bushels on May 1, 1892, and with similar
totals on May 1 in preceding years.

The shrinkege in United States. Canadian,
afleat and European stocks of availablo wheat
on tho st mstant as compared with a year
ago is, therefore, 28,661,000 bushe!s ; as com-
pared with two years ago 1t is 39,879,000
bushels, and with three ycars ago it is 40,
723,000 bushels. On tho other hand, as com-
pared with May 1. 1892, precedingaccumula-
tions specified are 5.422,000 bushels larger.

Tho decline in stocks of wheat afloat for
and in Europe has had an encouraging effect
from the traders’ point of view. in that United
States, Canadian, afloat and European stocks
show a decrease for April of about 18,000,
000 bushels, compared with a decrease
of only 8,000,000 bushels in April
1895, 5,000,000 bushels in April, 1894, and
6,000,000 bushels in April, 1893. Tho do-
cresse in that month of 1892, huwever, was
17,000,000 bushels. and in 1881 4.400,000
bushels, while in 1890 thero was an increase
of 2,000,000 bushels.

It is worth noting at this time that what
may be regarded as the world's available
supplies of wheat wero nearly as small on
May 1, 1896, as on July 1, 1893, and much
smaller than on July 1, 1894 or 1893. Be-
tween Mey 1 and July 1, 1894, like supplies
of wheat foll away 21,000,000 bushels, and
botweon those dates in 1895 they declined
similarly—about 24,000,000 bushels. Should
this ratio of reduction of stocks of wheat here,
afloat and in Europe be maintained during
May and Juno. 1895, it would push the grand
total held on July 1 next down lower than it
has been for four years past.—Bradstreots,

Lumber Trads News.

T. D. Robiuson, lumber dealor, Winnipeg,
wroto to tho city board of works, claiming
that his tender for lumber was better for
tha city than that of D. E. Sprague, whose
tender had beon accopted, by $85; alsu that
tamarac for crossings at his price was much
cheaper than pino.  The committeo did not

oo with Mr. Rabinson’s conclusions and
his letter was ordered to be filed.




