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THE COMMEBERCIAL,

cltizons geuarslly, have rofused o give that
timo and attontion to municipal affalrs, which
tho interoats of the city requiro. Winnipog is
a commorcial city, and as the motropolis of this
country, it devolves upon the business mea to
#co that our civio governmont is cavried on in a
straightforward, business way.

At tho present time there is spocial need of
decielvo action in municipal mattors, Our
affairs during tho past yoar have been adminis.
tored in anything but  pleasant and satisfac.
tory maonor. There {8 much ncod of efliciont
ond careful management of civic mattors in the
immediate future. Our dobLt is already very
hesvy, and vast exponditures aro talked of for
next ycar. In comparison with tho future
prospoats of this city, our debt may not be con-
sidered extravagant, but with our present pop-
ulation it i3 certainly vory large, and taxes
have becomo burdensome. At any rate, itisa
false policy to contract a large dobt, in oxpecta-
tion of a rapid growth of tho city, for as popu-
lation increases, it will be found that oxpendi.
ture will algo increaso, Heavy civic indebted-
necss will also have a tendouney to restrict the
growth of the city, by proventing the invest-
mont of capital and the establishmunt of indus-
trios in ourmidst, Totho citizons of Winnipeg,
our municipal matters should be of vastly more
importanco at the present time, than either
Dominion or provincial politics. With the
vital intercsts now-at stake, and the important
questions which will come up during the next
year, the present is not a time to again place
the city at the morcy of the incompetent aad
untrustworthy,

FARMING FAR NORTH,

Away up io tho almost upexplored territory
of Athabasca, ard pretty well toward the
northern bounda:y of this territory, some farm-
ing experimenta have been carricd on of late
years with success. H. W, Lawrencs, who
has been farmiog at Vermiilion for the past
four years ; has seventy-five acres under culti
vation and estimates this year's crop at 2,000
bushels of wheat and barley, and 2,500 bush-
of potatoes and roots. E, J. Lawrence, who
has a milling outfit at this point, had a surplus
last yoar of 10,000 pounds of flour, and hasalso
100 head of cattle and thirty horses. He is
also raising hogs and curing bacon. Vermillion
is on Peace river, between latitudes 58° and
69° north. These products are no douht dis.
posed of to Indian and misaion settloments, as
there ave no civilized sottlononts in tho terri-
tory, and only mission and trading stations
among tho Indians. Those who talk about tho
fmpossibilities of settlement In tho north,
should consider these facts. Vermillion is
about 400 miles north of Edmonton, Alberta,
and 600 miles north of Calgary.

A short time ago Tur COMMERCIAL gave re-
ports of wheat growing in the far north, At
Peace river, north of Edmonton some hundreds
of niiles, Rev. Goorgo Brick, a Church of Eng-
land missionary, grow wheat aud barley suc.
cesafully last yoar. At another Church of Eng.
land mission, koown as Stanloy mission, 200
miles north of Prince Albert, wheat has been
growa successfully. Archdeacon Mackay, form-
erly at this miesion, recently gave hisexper

onco in growing wheat as Stanley misslon. He
claims to have grown wheat at this northerly
station for seven years iu succession, without
injury from froat. Lator evidenco has recently
come to hand, concerning tho successful culti-
vation of whoat in these northern latitudes,
Somo samples of wheat grown this ycar at
Shaftsbury, a mission on tho Peace river, wero
Lrought to Winnipeg a fow days ago. ‘Lhese
consisted of one sample each of ladoga avd red
fyfo wheats, and oach were very fine samples.
Theso wheats wore sound and freo from frost
datmage, and as fine samples as one would wish
to look at.  Indeed fow if any finer specimens
have been shown in \Wiunipeg this year. The
samples of wheat referred to were left at the
Ogilvio Milling Co ’s oftico in this city., Tho
red fyfo yielded 254 bushels from something
less than seven acres.  ISvidences are continu.
ally accumulating to show that the northern
Yimit of successful agriculture on this continent
is much farther north than has been gonorally
supposed. Flourishing agricultural and pas.
toral communities will certainly be found in the
future, in regions we now consider beyoud the
limit of possible settlement of this kind,

The ** Hold-Yonr-Wheat "' Folly.

The idiocy of the “*hold-your-wheat” counsel
of the Farmers’ Alliance bosses is probably now
apparout enough even to strike the intelligonce
of those individuals, It has recently beea esti-
mated by European and American oxports that
so far as regards its purchase from the United
States, neurly all Europe’s wheat requirements
until the crop of the closing half of 1892 comes
to hand will be met by tho middle of January,
By that time Australia will begin to do its har.
vesting.  India and Egypt commence iz Feb.
ruary and continue on through March, while
Persia, Asia Minor and ether exporting locali.
ities start in April. Thus there would, in any
event, be a continuous stream of wheat into
Evrope from outeide the United Statee, al-
t} ough, of course, in comparatively small vol.
u.ne, from January onward to July, when the
reapers in the Ucited States could resume
work. From the prusent indications Europe
could draw on those regions more hoavily than
usual in the early part of 1892 if there were
any necessity., ‘The prospects, on tho whole,
aro for a fair yield in those quarters of the
globe.  And concerning onerations here, such
as tho Alliauce politicians advised, would in-
crease prices sufficiently to call out a heavy ex-
portation from this country’s rivals in the com.
ing year.

Morcover, the “hold.your-wheat” imbecility
would have consequences for the United States
more extended and lasting than this. It would
not only shut us out from Europe to a cunsid-
crable degree for the next ten months, but it
would give an impetus to wheat production in
otker parts of the worll which would embarrass
and injure us for years to como. Apprrently
the Alliance magnates imagine that the United
States has a virtual monopoly in wheat produc-
tion, and it can hold the field readily and per-
maneutly against all comers.  Seemingly they
have not learned that this country’s product is
on tho average, only a fourth of the world's
yield. Then, too, they are evidently unaware
of the capacity of European nations to get down
to short rations and to employ cheaper substi-
tutes when prices aro high, Mauy of the Asi-

atic aud South American countries, and somo
of tho European, need only tho stimulus which
advanced rates would furnish, to enablo thom to
develop wheat production and exportation to a
degreo which, v the future, would largely cut
oft the sales of the United States abroad. N it
year a larger wheat acrcage and a bigger crop
all over tho world are extremely probable, but
the Alliauce policy, if it had beon adopted,
would keep a large supply on the American
farmors’ hands until next secason, when the do.
maul would be curtailed and tho prices lowor-
cd.—8t Louis Glabe Democrat.

Outlook for'Winter Apples,

Winter apples will be plenty and compara-
tively low prices are looked for by dealers this
season. Growers have wmade atrenuour efforts
to make it appoar that the apple crop is short,
bat tho veports received from authoritative
sources do not bear out tho statemecuts of the
growera. To be sare the winter apple crop in
Neow York State will probably Lo less than tho
averago, but in most othor sections there will
Lo o full yield. A fortnaate characteristic of
the applo this year is its good sizo and freedom
from specks. The shortage in New York State
is mainly in ved varieties, so that prices for
western and northera red fruit are expected to
show somo improyement. Tho New Jersoy
and Ponnsylvania apple crops are exceedingly
large, and there is necarly an average yield in
Ohio, Indiana and Michigan. Tho Canadian
and porthern states crop is also of good quan-
tity and quality and indications point to apples
being very cheap, supplemented as they are by
enormous quantities of other fruits.—Chicago
Times.
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Dakofans in Canada,

Capt. Homes, who has been engaged in spe-
oial immigration work for the Dominion gov.
erument, arrived in Winnipeg last week from
Yorkton. Sincs he went out thero on the Ist
of Qatober, one hundred and aity homesteads
have bsen located by ex-Dakota farmers, at
Sheho Lake, and tweaty other intending set-
tlera avo thero now prospectieg for land Sheho
Lake is about filty miles northwest of Yorkton.
Al thess settlers are housed aud are well satis-
fied. The Manitoba Northwestern Railway
Co., and Geo. H. Campboll, immigration agent,
have had a couple of houses orected on the trail
bstween Yorkton and Sheho for their accom.
modation. A house has also been pat up at
Sheho for the use of land hunters. Oa tho re.
turn of Me. Campbell from Ottawa, Capt.
Homes will go to Aberdeen, South Dakots, to
arrango for a larger exodus of Dkotans in the
spring. There is every assurance that between
two and three huudred move families will emi.
grate to this country. Be:ides those who have
come through Wianipog this fall by train,
thirty or more families have driven across the
country with their live stock, leaving their
farm implements, otc., to be brought up by
train next spring.

The Canadian Pacific Telegraph Co. is hav-
iog a fourth wire strung on their poles betwecn
Montreal and Vancouver. This became neces-
sary by reason cf tho great increase and pres.
sure of business. Ono wire will be employed
for tho railway company’s service, and the
other three will bo devoted to commercial mes-
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