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TH-E O'l*' JAA VALLEW RATE AGREEMENT.

T 1-IE committee appointed at the annual meeting of the
Ottawa Valley Press Association last summer, consisting

of Messrs. W. P. McEwan, of The Almxonte Gaz-tte; A. J.
Jelffry, of The Arnprior Chronicle, and G. F. McKimm, of
''li Rideau Record, have been at work to securean agreement

regarding advertising rates between members of the association.
Thie resuits of thieir labors arc enxbodicd in a circular agrced
to by the various publishers. The following is the circular ini
substance:

At the annual meeting of the O.V.P.A., field at Almonte in
june last. a comimittee was appointcd to consider the mnatter of
foreigri advertising and the best methods of dealing with adver-
tisin-, agents. 'l'le committee met at Carleton Place on Friday,
Oct. 3otlx. In the discussion which took place there this fact
wvas agreed to-that the publisliers of the Ottawa Valley are not
making the moncy thicy should for the work they do. This is
bc±causc tlxey do not as a rule place enougx value on their work,
and, unlike mien in other walks in lueé, do too muclx for nothing.

As a Iindrance tîxis lias a double action-the lcssening of
profits and the lowering of influence, as, generally speaking,
people appreciate a thing according to its cost. This is ail
especially truc in the matter of advertising, particularly of for-
cign advcrtîsing, and to aid in arriving at a better state of
things the comnxitce, after fuil consideration, decided to
recommund the following as a basis for forcign advertising on
which dthe newspaper men miglit profitahly work :

Tixat for display advertising in papers of 1,500 circulation
and uxîder, a minimum rate of $3 per inch per year bc charged.
For papers over 1,500 circulation the minimum rate to be $4
pur inch pur ycar.

For rcading matter notices the minimum rates be xo and
x 2c. lier inch cach insertion respectively.

'l'ie committee also recommend advcrtisiing agents to the
favor or thxe publishers. Tixey submit tixat the advertising
agents should be trcated as friends. Tlxey look up business,
guarantec paymcnt and are in every way entitled to con-
sideration at the hands of publisîxers. Inx no case should a
publisîxer break. rates in favor of private advertisers, as that
wçould be most unfair to agents.

The committee also reconxnxnd that publishers make out a
scale of rates oîx the above basis ind send it to advertising
agents, witlx the assurance in pole but irni langua gc that thesc
rates %vil] ixot bc deviatcd from in any case. This wil save a
great dcal of unnccessary correspondence. l'le commitcee
consider txat one tlxing xecessiry to better prices is more back-
bonie on the part of each publisher as regards rates. 1«Make a
fair rate," ilhcy say. " Then do xiot jump at the first offer nmade;
know what a certain !,pace is worth, and tîxen like business men
dcmaxxd the price, and take nothing but thxe price."

The committe further recommend that the publishers in
cach tovn conter together on tîxese matters and corne to an
uxxdcrstanding, which should bc strictly.idlxercd to. Publisxers
would rind it grcaîly 10 tlicir a.dv.ittage and vcry lhclpful 10 tlxeir
bank, accouiit, t work togetdxcr on ail iîxese mattens. Al arc
working for thxe same object, and will surcly attain it more
quicklY by a fniendlY conférence Occasionally about business
niatters, than by ignoring each other.
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