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EDITORIAL NOTES.
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Dr. Nansen will shortly start on his expedi.ion to the North Pole. He
# is cunfident that the lung cuveted gusl will bo within Lis reach, and we sin-
S corely hopo that his vuyage may be a prusperous one. Dr  Nuabsen will
B sttempt the long-talked of feat of ballooning from his vessel. His idea is

P ihat though tho ship itself may bo unable to ponotrate the Arctic seas, yet
BB by taking balloon obsorvations advance parties may be safely sent over the

ice.

The Jdeath of George Wi'liam Arles is deeply regrotted by all classes of

B Awcrican politicians. e has done more to purify tho political arena than
® any tingio man before him. As the editor of Harper's Weekly and of

Harpor 8 Monthly ho has had a steady influence for good. He was a bigh'y

cullivated, thorough'y patriotic, and wholly foarless writer, and withal he
B 1.ad that quiet touch of hum r which without bordering on sarcasm can yet

% render & pupular abuse cr supoerstition entirely ridiculous. His influence
R will long bo felt in American politics.

Although the cholera hes been desolating many portious of Asis, it is
1ntercsting to note that all tho Jowish communities throughout the east have

B been hittle visited by the dread disease. History, morcover, shows plainly

that during each opidemic of cholera tho Jews have suffered far less than
g abny christian or heathen people. The reason is not far to seek. Few
| nations have such correct hoaith-laws as the Jews, who Lave cbsorved them

for gonorativns.  From an carly time in Jewish history a hea'th-ccde has

¢ been formulated and sdhered to, and thero are no more valuable hea'th

RN ireatises in oxistonce than thoso written by Moses in the books of the O d
8 Testament.

B Tho famous * Jacs of rupees” of India bave always suggested tho ides of
S fabu ous woalth, and 1t 15 With no .1t o surpnso tnat many peop’e wid learn

[ that evon 10 116 mest palmy Jdays tho rupeo was worth but 2 shillings, and
AR thai it has now decreased 1n valuo to 1s, 24d.  Tho fall in the valuo of tho
BB rupco 18 duo to tho fail 1n the vaiue of silver, the standard metal of India.
Tlus great deprocistion 18 folt most koen.y by tbo many Eng.ish officia’s in
b Indis, who have sent their wives and chudren o England.” The salaries of

B tLeso officia s azo sull paid by Indian and not Briush standards, and their

3§ Iciwdtances to Logland are ternbly lessened owing tv the decline in value
R¥ of the Listoric coin,

g | New Brunswick, was his,

The recont death of Mr, Nowton Gisborne, the Superintondent of
Govornment Telegrapns in Canada, has cost us the life of one of our
cloverest and most onterprising of men. Thoe work of laying the first ocean
cable on this side of the world, cunnecting Princo Edward Island with
Hoe originated the schomo and was most activo
in carrying it out, His connection with the laying of tho Great Atlantic
Cab’e is well known, and there is now littio dvubt that the able superinten-
dence of Mr. Gisborno and his practical experionce in cable-laying had
much to do with thesuccess of the ocean cord. Of late years Mr. Gisborno
has taken a lively interest in the Canadian eloctric sorvice, and ho has
inspired all his co-workers with a keen desiro to make the Ceunadian service
second to none in the world.
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The intorest of the women of the United Statesin the ¢ Maybrick case,”
in which Mrs, Maybrick is serving out a lifo sentence for the murder of her
husband, does not show any sigu of abatomont. In a recent number of
Tle North American, Rev...  Gail Hamiiton addresses an open letter to
Queen Victoria, in which she pleads for the pardon of the uufortunate wo-
wez.  We rogret, however, to noto among the more salient reasons for her
release, the weak argument thatan Englishman * who once made an attempt
on vast properly and on many lives under the most cruel circumstinces”
was pardoned by a President of the Urited States as a * mark of resp-ct
and good will” to an Englishman who had sued for his pardon. In this
intelligent age wo roed no such unoqual judgments—if the womsn is guilty
let he serve out her sentencs —if she is innocent, then let every proper effort
bo mwado to secure her reloase asan innocent persun.

The putate Lug, whick is still safely domiciled with us in Nova Soutia,
seoms to have deserted many pirts of Upper Conada. In its stead hes
appeared the cuw horn fly, which is found cven a less desinble samn.er
visitor. Tho fly follows the cows and oxen, tormenting them so that they
aro unablo to cat, and in some cases it is said, causing the dvath of valuable
caltle. DMany remedies aro being tried by the Oatario farmers, but thoy are
cither impracticable on account of the expense or they ara of no avail. The
cows on soveral farms have been greased with lard as a preventative, and
others are sprayed each day with a korosine emu!sion. One man armed
Limself wuh a butteifly net, and in less than two minutes ho hal inpri
subed 130 of the troublesume inseuts.  Taio many faramers have como to Ltho
cunclasion that they wil cither employ wuys as fly catchers or alluw their
cattio tu pasture unly at pight, when the fly is not abruad.

The forward movement in education has affected almost all uncivilized
countries. In the past ton years especially many educational advances have
beon mado. The schools of Now Zealand, for instance, now rank among
tho best in tho world—and yet, only & genertion ago, Now Zealand was
contidered o half-barbarous country.  Lxcellont free schouls and thies pro-
gressive universities havo been estab.ished in India  Athone, vnce the iume
of learmng, 1s again equipped with an academy of Pentelecun matble, a
magoificent uniwversity and a modern schoovi-system. Many educationists
consider that the young people of Sweden receive moro thutvugh truining
1n the Swadish schuu s, especially in handicra'ts, than elsuwhere at hywe
or abroad. The schools of tho Tnited States arc oxceeding’'y genervusly
dealt with by the fGovernment, 1ast year a‘one $170,000,000 was oxpended
upon them, and their oxcollenco has becomo proverbiz'. Our Canadian
schoa’s are steadi'y improving, and cach year a larger number of tha moro
advanced pupils take advantage of tho oxcollent special courses which all
our Jargor cotleges or universities afford.

His 1o -dshup the Bishop of Salisbury bas intrudaced inbo his diveoso s
form of social opjoyment combined with exercise which Las bocuwe must
popular with the iads of the schoul in connectivn with the cathedesl. This
emnent divine lays aside his clorical dignity and inviles a dizsn or muro
boys to accompany him on a walking tour of & fow hours or of a couple of
days in length. Together the morry party visit every attractive spot in the
nesighburbuud, and cumbine the studies of zouicgy, butany, geclogy and his
tury wi.h uno of the most healthy, enjoyable and ‘nexpousive outicga. Weo
would suggost that somo of vur NuvaScutian schoo! teackers should consider
the Bishup’s plan. T.o walking excursivns would be beneficial to Lath tea
chor and taught, a heaithy spirit of comradeship wou'd soun be folt, and an
intelligent inlorest in the preducts of our Pruvince and in i's past hi-tury
wourd inevitable arise, The munths of September, Oclober and November
ate cspocialiy suited to pedestrians, and a more Lasutiful sight than oar
riponing urchards, our golden fields of grein and fnally the gurgevas cim-
son hues of autumn, canngt well ho found,



