THE CRITIC.:

o

next few weeks, Just what the result will be it is impoussible to predict, but
it ie safe to state that many of the figures who have played an important
part in the legislature just closed will not sgein be seen in their places.
Such is political life, in which there is no more assurance of oxistenco than
there is in the life of the body.

>

COMMERCIAL.

The general foatures of trade since our last have undergons no chango,
and existing conditions are essentially unalterod. Tho uncertainty about
values cansequent upon the revision of the tariff is tho question that stands
most |ominent, engsging all the attention of thoso partioularly inter-
ested.  All entrics are now passed subject to amendment, and importers in
consequence do not know yet exactly where thoy stand. But they aro work-
ing together, so that for such branches as are offected burimess is quiet.
‘These remarks apply more particularly to dry goods, some lines of chomicals
and wines and liquors, sll of which the rovision has subjected to radicat
change in some particular or other, checking business in them to a sensible
degres, Outaide of this a quiet trade is moving, giving nothing particular to
comment upon ; but the volume is sufficient to show fair requirsments on
the part of consumers, The recent bad weather has slightly checked the
country movement, but is looked upon asonly temporary, as tho indicatious
point toa fully average demand.

It seems that the demand for ice from the United States is almost
unlimited, large quantities being shipped. from sll points in Canada to all
the great centres south of the border lino. Prices have rdvanced consider-
ably of late. Enquiries from leading points in the Ststes for large quanti.
ties of olrar block ice induce the fear that, owing to this increased foreign
demand, the cost of ice for local consumption will bo high. Ice is an arti
cle for which no subatitute is possible, and it is probable that every ton will
be required before another crop can be harveated.

Bradstrest’s report of the week’s failures :—

movement to local grocers can be noted. The eable has not deviated from
its quotations of H4s.

Frutt.—Trado in dried fruit hes been rather quist and dull than other-
wigo, but tho feeling remins unchanged and stoady in touch with other lines
of grocery specialties. Thers has not beon much doing in raisine or othor
lines of dried fruit. Currants aro firmer and advicos from primary sourcos
do ot show any roason to oxpect lower prices in the near future.

Suoean.—Thero has not boen wuch doing in sugars during the paet week
and refinors are not pressing husinoss,

‘Txa —Tho enquiry his boon moro free, nud a fair local trade in toas was
(dono during tho past weock, Stocks are roported to be, gencrally, in good
shapo, Private advicos from Japwn indicato that the season is likely to be
40 carly one, owing to the mild winter aud early spring  An Englisk: housse
states that trade in black teas is oxtremely gniet*for this sesson of the yoar,
dealers buying only in & haud-to-mouth msnuoer,

Corree.—No change has occurred in tho position of cofive since our last
report. The stock is very light, sud holdors are very fiem in their views,
But little business hus moved during the past weok, sud quotations are
unchanged. At New York there hss been little chaugo in coffwe, but there
is an ovident and compratively gouoral determined offort to force a fuller
line of valuea. Tho ducreasoe of the world's supply for the month is esti-
mated ut 125,000 t» 175,000 bags, as compared tith last yoar at the same
period. Tho presont suggestion is that whstover may ba the oxtent or the
charactor of the new crop there must bo an iutorval of comparative scarcity,
more especially of the fiue and auttractive grades.

Fistr.—Nothing worth noting hss transpired iu our fish markets during
the past wook  Advices from abroad aro not encouraging, and receipts are
practically nil. o Ilavana latest advices report a brigker traffic and firmer
prices under & vearly bare warket, but as considerable shipments were
known to be on their wuy it is likely that the market will *flatten out.”
Quotations from Gloucaster, Mass., show no chaoge in figures,

MARKET QUOTATIONS.—WHoLEsALE Rates.
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visible and prospective supply on this side of the water will be fully equal
to any probable demand. Therefore it is not at all probable that tho recont
zise in Great Britain will be maiotained, despite the fact of the sottlemunt
offected by the coal miners in the Midland districts of England, by which
they received an immediate rise in their wages of 5 per cent., and a promise
of a further increase of 5 percent. in August next, thus materially enhaucing
the cost of irgn produstion, It is maintained by some that prices cannot
go much lower. However, prices will depend chiefly upon the actual
¢ supply which 1s bound eventually to rogulate the market. Should it
< transpire that thers is a surplus of iron, valuoes cannot, of course, be expected
! to improve, while if they aro renlly sborl of requiroments prices must
necessarily go higher, Supply and demand are bound to assert their relative
positione in the end. -

Baeapsturrs.—The local market is in o peculiar position. In Chicsgo
wheat suddenly weut up about 9 ceuts on Monday without assignable cause.
This amounts to about 50 ceuts per barrel on flour, and, as dealers here
are uncertain as yet whether this is an advance that hss ¢ como to stay” or
merely & temporaty flurry, they are undecided whether to continue to sell at
the old figures goods that they may not be able to replace, or to takn
advantage of the advance and run the risk of possibly alienating their
patrons. Anyway it does not matter much here as notbing but a very quiet
B3 jobbing business is doing. The general tone is firm. 1In Liverpool cargoes
2% of corn and wheat ou passage and for shipment are firmer, while both those
artioles * spot’ are improving, though the demand is only moderate.

Paovisioxs.—This market has not developed any special feature, as the
sotual consumptive demand just at this tiwe is small. An advance of $3 in
pork was achieved at Chicago on Monday, but it is doubtful whother that
can be maintained, as no resson therefor appears. The Liverpool markets
are unchanged.

g BurTer.—It is too eatly in the sesson to expect much business to be
i done in this line, and therefore the butter market continues quiet and
N unchanged, with very little doing, The feeling ia ss weak as aver, and we

. . Qmerican g:pr. Exlrasl. lx;’bogd. 4.35t04.40
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PROVISIONS d o Pillsbury’s Be's,t, in half bbls, 3508

. . atmeal.coes o cesennsreneses seeee 4 .
No change in value, but the pro-| ™ « " “Roned. oon ot
posed duty is not yet established. Kilo Dricd Corameal + 2,00t02.80
Beef, Am. Ex. Mess,duty paidiee.14.00t0 14,25 | Wheat Bran, perton.. 18.00
*¢ "Am, Plate, e ves+14.50t0 15,00 | Shorts SR 20 00
a“ ‘¢ Ex, Plate, ¢! +++218.60 to 16.00 | Middlingx 0 eee essrenaraacs 200
Pork, Mess, American** vee.3880 10 18,00 } (‘racked Corn *¢ including bags.. 24.00
‘¢ American, Cleareeeis c104000.16.5010 17.0¢ f Ground Qil Cake, perton, ¢ ... 33100
¢« P E.1 hfeu........... “es 15.00 | Moulee ot “o, 24.00
e P E.I1.Thio Mess coesvaaen 14 00} Split Peas....o000 . 3.7Mtod.(0
e Prime Mess ......... 12.50 to 13.00 | White Beans, per bushel,.. 1.85t0 2.00
Lard, Tubs and Pails, P, E. Island. 12| Pot Barley,perbarrel ... .. 4.L0t0 4?0
. TAmMETiCaAN ceestinae teereoees 11 to 12 [ C"anadian Oats, choice quality.. ... 40 to 42
Hams, P. E. L, Rreticcieieennanans 8109 1P E, 1. Oatsecuvriens.s teeonsesons 42to 44
Prices are for wholesale lots only, and are liable | Hay perton ........ tesersarente 10.t0
to chaoge daily, J. A.CHIPMAN & Co., ead of

Central Wharf, Halifax, N. S.
FISH FROM VESSELS.

HOME AND FOREIGN FRUITS.

i hear of no trading of any account outside of the ordinary jobbing run,
Caxstx.—The chesss market is not changed, Only 2 smail jobbing

Apples, No. 1, per bbl ..ciove 0ee...3.50 t04.00
Oranges, Jamaica, per bbl., repacked. 8.00 | MaCcxannz—
Lemons, per case ¢, 5.50t0 6.60 Extra..... 14.00
Cocoanuts, new, per 100..000000acas 6,00 No. 1..eeeee 13.00
Onions, American. perl o “ 2large 12.00
Dates, boxes, new.ooecoss 5% 106 I Y 11.t0
Raisins, Valencia, new.... .o 7 ¢ Slarge 11 50
Figs,Eleme, 811 boxes per Iba...... 1 LTI ST Crreeste sens 11.50
[ ¢ gmall boxes... . . .vec. 10t0 13 [HmrriNg,
Prunes, Stewing,boxes and bags, new 6% t0 G No.1 Shore July «o..0 3.25t0 3.50
Foxberries..coes cocseess settnesnnane [ No. 1, August, Round.. . 2.60
Cranberries, per bblicccrcnnisiaces oo 13.00 L l':' aScpitembet..l. covecrenas 3.80
3 abrador,in cargolots, perbl. 3.00t03.28
C. H. Harvey, 12 & 10 Sackville St. | g,y of Talauds, Sphitese crrirers none.
o Round,,. none
—— Arzwavas, perbbl, ..., 3.00to k.35
< Coorisn.
BUTTER AND CHEESE, HardShore,o... 438 to;.gg
1] FETPIe ve s0e 28 1o,
Nova Scotia Cholce Fresh Prints,. .. 25 Bay soee . 3.830t03.78
o ¢4 in Small Tubdbs ..,..22t025 Sarmox,No.J.. vees 18.001018.00
s Good,in largetubs «ooeu.00e 20 Happocx, perqt .2.28
‘0 Store Parked & oversalted .., 14 Haux.,.. e 2.00
Canadian Townshipeseescoccsonrtnniess 192020 Cuysx .o . 1.86°
0 cwutrm............. essssarane ;g }li‘rou.ogk ........ eseres ;ibo
Cheese, Canadian.cvcecocsoareoncsss eane AXE SoUNDS, perlb,iiivenniens.
0 ABUIGORIMhaevnesssaans sans srasones 1036 1COD OTL Avrerearerssrrrnvnsoen 1
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