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’l‘Pudltorof CAR CRITICIs responsible forthe riewsetprassadin Editorial Notesand
Articles,aud for such only, but the editor is ot to be un.{,emtood asoudorsing the seunti-
meats expressad in the articles contributed to thisjournal. Our readers are capahle of
approving or disapproving of any part of an article or contentaof the papers and after
stercisiog dus care as to what is to appear in ourcolumns, weshallleavethe reatto their
intelligent judgment.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

The first month of the vear had nut passed over wh n the deadly car-
stove got in av 1nstalment of its work.  Qae of the usual terrible acciden's
occurred in Inqlana. amd a number of pissengers were burned to death in
full view of their fellows but with no chance of rescue. How long are the
Railway Companics to be allomed to risk hnman life with * a light heart”
and perfect callousness to their respousibilitics ?

Our Halifax business men are to be no lunger divided, and in their
combination there will indeed be strength.  The first and 1nost important
question that is to engage their atteation is the providing of facilities for
handling the ever increasing quantity of freight wkich is seeking an inlet or
outlet to this port. L. this work our city fathers should lend th. ir aid and
prove that Halifax has faith in itselt, and that its futare does not entirely
dopend upon the Federal government.  Dartmouth should slso be on the
alert, as her possibilities are great, and the inducements to make the eastern
side of the harbor a railway terminus are too obvious to need mention, but
Dartmouth will never be a pushing place until she rouses herself and
appreciates what united action can sccomplish.

Sqlglc doubt appears 10 have found us way into the ninds of authorities
on military education as to the efficacy of competitive cxaminations for
commissions.  Lord Wolscley, wo know, as well as many other competent
Jl’l"xtt. does not csteem them very highly, and his remark, in his S dier’s
Pocket Book,” that the worst staff officer he ever knew was one who had
passed the most brilliant and successful examinations, will be remembered
by many. Of course no such rale or observation holds goud in all cases,
yet therc is no dpubk something in the idea. At all events some people
have begun to think that the beiter system would be first to get a man with
the heart and stumach of a soldier, and then graft as much of the student
on him as is neceasary.  Certain it is that Briush officers rirely failed in
thc.old days waen there was uno cramming, while at the same time the
.ad\ancc_of science has rendered absvlutely necessary a gher standard of
informaian.  The probibilny is that the cramming avstem is nat only
ovcrduac, but made 10 juclude much uanecessary and pcdantic inatier.,

9
poly of the Alaska Company.

In tho death of Father Perry, the distinguished Jesuit astronomer, from
dvsentery off the coast of Cayenne, bith the world of science and the
Catholic Church luse a conspicaous ornament to cach, The lite Father was
certainly the greatest astronomer of the Jesuit order since Father Secchi,
whose name stood in the very first rank.  T'hathe was sent out by the Eng-
lish government to South Am-rica to observe the recent lunar eclipse was
sufficient evidenne of his standing in science. Like Father Szcchi in astron-
omy, and the late lamented Fraocois Lenurmant in  biblical criticism, he
challenged the praise due to the combinatiun of high scientifie attainment
with piety and devotion to his Church. The Rev. Father was only in his
57th year at his untimely decease in the prosecution of his mission.

An unexpected and far from weak opposition has, it seems, developed
itself in the United Siates Senate against the renewal of the sealing mono-
It has apparently bren initiated by Senator
Plumb, who has introduced a bill providing that .fter the termination of the
present contract the sealing shall be carricd on under the direct supervis-
10n of government officers, aud that all the seals taken sha'l be sent to San
Francisco, and there sold in open market 1o the highest bidder. Mr, Piumb
would devote the revenue so raised to tne education of the Alasks natives.
It is ratsfactory to learn that the propnsal has secured a_much more
extended support than was at first anticipated by its friends. If the Aliska
Company could ba ousted there is uo doubt that the Benring Sea question
would'lose much of the acerbity imparted to it by the intrigues of an ircespon-
sible, grasping and unscrupulous syndicate.

The new departure of the Bank of England in consenting to the manu-
facture and circulation of one pound uotes is an evcot warthy of comment.
Notes of this denomination have slways been current in Scotland, but the
Bank of England has been conservative on this point till now. The meas-
ure is a very desirable one, not only as an addition to convenient forms of
cusrency, but as some saving of the loss—much greater than would be
thought—to gold coin by abrasion, the recomnege of half sovereigns, almost
entirely from this cause, ¢ sting the co1nuy sone £21 ooo anuually. Itis
thought that the new £1 nutes will lead to the 1ssue at 2o distant date of
ten shuling notes, or even of nutes of lesser denominations. It has been
supposed by some that the new notes had some relation to the partial
adoption of a silver basis, but it docs not appear to be really anything but
3 measure of promoting public convenience vith an incidental advantage of
ccunomy,

It is now proposed to chango the baundaries of the city wards, increas-
ng the size of wards two and three and dccreasing the sz of ward five.
Ward five 1s altogether too large and populous and should be decreased in
<1ze, but we think that this would bz betier accomplished by 1ncreasing the
oumber of wards in the city to eight or zine, than by adding puttions of
ward five to other wards. A bztter plar would be to make the Western
boundaries of the wards as now counstituted at or on a line with Robie St.,
dwiding the portions of the city west of that street into two or threc wards.
Tne Western portion of the city is now simply the tail end of the six wards
and as a cunsequence tha residents of that section have to put up with such
small favors s may bs granted them after tnz claims of the wealthy and
most populous heads of the ward have been attended to The t2il can’t
wag the head and therefore the ruads ani sidewa.ks of the western portious
«f the city ere always in a disarac:fal condition, and will remain =0 uatil
lchc wards of the city are so divided as to give it representation in the

ouncil,

The last annual report of the New Y.rk Board of Charities gives the
number of insane in that state as 20,000, or one in cvery 300 of the papula-
tion. The increase in'nino yeirs is appalling, being no less thaa 62 per
cent. The state is s:id 10 have been more prosperous during this than
during the previous nine years and has bsen very active in sanitary reform.
Tho conditions of life for the massss are. except in snme quarters of great
cities, c-mparatively easy. It might ther -fore appear tha. the tendency of
populati 1 to conges. in tawns and citics has bzea an opsrative cause of the
alarmiag increaso of lunscy.  But it appears that the condition of the two
Dakotas in this respect is no batter, and the number of lunstics is so large
that the great amount of destitation in those States, aud the disappointment
of hume-sickness incidental to new scttlements, have becn adduced to
account for it. It is further suggested that the wear of modern life ou this
continent, and the anxi.us pursuit of ioss simple ends than sufficed for
a past generatian, mav also have borac a part in the increase of insanity.
Itis very pribaible that this last factor is to a conwd=rable extent answere
able, yet ail these curises combine see u to fa.f short of accouating for :0
atarming an increasc of meantal discase. : )



