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THE OALL OF PETER AND JOHN.
DY REV, PHILIP A. NONDELL, D. D.
An Exposition of Liesson one in The Bible Study Union Sund?
School Lessons on ** The Three Groat A&)omou." (Mark i, 10-
20 iif, 13.19 3 Luko v. 1-11 ; John i. 20 42.)

Jesus Ohrist ocame not only as a great religious teachor, but ag
thesouroe of spiritual lifo, This toachingandlifemustotnesessity
beimparted in tho first place to choico men who wero oapablo of
receiving it beoauso deeply in sympathy with i, Jesas thorofore
surrounded Hirheell, ag all great teachers havo done, with a geoup
of disciples whom He coull train and qualify for ths most momen.
tous ontorprise evor committed to human hands,

THE THREX OREAT ATQSTLXS.

Of the lite and aotivity of tho greator number of mon whom
our Lord choze as His psreonal followers practioally noshingis
known, Only two are prominent during His ministry, and in
conneotion with tho establishment of the primitive church in
Judea, And theso two, Peter and John, are soon eclipsed by the
magnifioont achiovements of Paul, the now Apoatloto the Gontilest
The greater part of tho apostolio history revolves about thoso
shroe, or rathor two ; for Joln, nside from his writings, is little
more than a ehadow ab the side of Poter aftor the asoension of
Christ, Theso thros apostles not only ropresented the mosi
potential factors in the establishment and extoension of the early
churoh, but the largest and most permanent influence, aside from
the work and words of their Master, that has como down to lator
aged. The writings of Panl bave been the insxhaustible sonrce of
Christian theology, while the writings of John have horne tho
spiritual life of beliavorainto mysticalaltitudes of intuition beyond
the reach of logic. Pstor wrote but little, yob by a singularfate,
his fame has acqnired colossal proportions in conneotion with the
proelatioal assamptions of the Charoh of Rome, Thelivesof thess
threa pillars of the Obristian Chrreh will engage tho attention of
the students of thia series of lesgons during the coming year.

TES EARLY LIFE OF PETER AND JORN.

Very fow allusions to the early life of Peter and John ooonr in
the Gospels, and none at all in their writings. They were Gali-
foan fishermen who @em to have been in fairly good circum-
stances, and to have reosived at least the dogree of insiruction
commonly imparted to Jewish boys. Peter was married, and
ocoupied a housa ay Capernaum, That thisfact of his marrisge
should be explicitly noticed in regard to Peter alone of all the
aposiles 15 a little singular, since it is he who is lifted by later
traditions into the ecclesinstical headebip of that portion of
Christendom which inaists with unrelating firmness upon the
oclibaoy of the clergy. That Pator and John belong to that God-
fearing olass who oonstituted Isaiah’s “ holy sced,” an Israel
within Israsl, may safely be assumed. They too, like many other
devout eouls, waited for the consolation of Ierael. Such expeot.
ation would lead them to cultivate familiarity with the anoions
oracles which embodied and stimulatod their national hopes,
This eager expeotanoy would also prepare them to view with pro.
found interest tho work ol the great Judean prophet whoss
thunder-tones wers then arousing the degenerate nation o a
preparation for the Messiah’s coming. With the boldness and fire
of a new Elijah ko exposed and denounced the cins of his peopls,
In view of the judgments with whish the Messiah waa certain to
begin tho establishment of His kingdom he called them to imme-
diato repentance., His appearance and ministry shook the land
like an earthquake. 8o dceply wero theso Galilean fishermsn
moved by his burning words that they were baptized by him
and joined the company of his followera or disciples. This dis.
oipleship became & preparation for their subsequent disoipleship
to Him whoso impsnding adv nt thio * voice in the desert” pro-
claimed.

THBER 8TAGES OF CONSLORATION,

Thres stepa or stages azo to be noted in their conssaration to
the servios of Ohirist. Firss, tho acoeptanco of Him as tho pro-
mised Messiah at thas memorablo meeting by the Jordan whers
Jesus, baving ** falfilled all righteonsnes,” was pointed out by His
baptizer a8 * tho Lamb of God, which taketh away tho sin of the
world,” Secondly, in the oail tobecomo * fishors of men,” wiaich
involved ® complste renunciation of home and basiness, and a
oloso attendance upon Jesus during the remainder of Hig minis-
try ; and, thirdly, ke appointmons to bocome apostles upon whom
would rest the establishment and organization of the Redeomor’s
kingdom when His local earthly ministry woald be replaced by
His univereal spiritual presence. In this conseoration of shem.
selves to His gorvioo, Peter and John learned the lesson of promps
and anquestioning obedionce, and in the miracolons dranghs of
fishes thoy ware tanght tho additional lesson thas such obodienos
in tho fa06 of oven tho most unpromising oircumstances is the
condition of osriain and amazing snocess, Though the vision of

on earthly kingdom and mator{al rewards long floated befor
their fanoy, thoy learned iitsle by liltle $o connt all worldly good
as insignifioant in comparison with tho joy and blessedneses ot
doing thoir Master's will,

MISSION FIELD.

THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA-A HOLY
ALLIANGCE.

Tho following appoal has becn tssued by @ Committeo repre.
sonting Foreign Mission Boards in tho United Btates and
Canada and issignod by iwonty roprosentative men whose names
we do not print for want of space. This Epiatlo to the Churches
spoaks for itsell, and dosorvos prayorlul mttontion, $Weliko tha
proposal :—Tho United Btates and Canada joining hands for the
conquess of the world for Ghriat,

New Yonx, Deo., 1, 1808,
To tho Pastora of United States and Canada ;—

Belovod Brotbren :—The Twentieth Century of tho Christian
orais upon us, and yet miltions bavo nover heard the namo of
Cbrist, Thodarkness of heathonism atill enwraps nearly two.
thirds nf tho population of the globe,

The ‘ mavching ordera” of the Ohuroh are explicit and
imporaive.  Go,” Thero is no suggestion of limiiasion,
“ [nto all the world,” The torms aro universal, *¢Preach tho
Gospol to the whole oroation.” Any narrower oongeption of the
Mission of the Cburch is a bolittling of our faith, Apy smallor
endeavor is unworthy of tho Christian name,

The opportanity for world-wide uvangelization wag never so
great as at prosent, Ability has kept paos with enlarging
opportunity. The Ohrisiian Church has the mon ard the meang,
Her rospontibility has, thercfore, properiionately inoreased,
Yet, on flelde long oconpied and whito unto harvest, thu eupply o?
Iaborers is utterly inadequate. Tho established work is orippled.
Reinforoements are noeded. Advance is impossible until gifis
aro enlarged, while the Church at home is suffering from the
vory ¢ Heresy of inaction.”

In the hope of quickening tho Church to & duo conoeption of
its blessed priviloge apd solemn responsibility in tho sacr.d
enterprise of missions, we issue this appeal, and ae tho reprosen.
tatives of tho Foroign Mission Boards in the United States and
Oanads, we suggest the enclosed Plan of Campaign.

The appeal is fires to pastors. I bas long been an axiom with
our Mission Boards that where thoro is a Miesionary pastor there
will be a Missionary Church. The plan contemplates united
aotion. I{ secks o concentration of Christian thought in the
themo of paramonntimportance. It aims tosvourstheoumnlative
lorce of a series of meotings. To ensure the attainment of these
ends, we ask your prayerful and hearty co-operation.

Yours in fellowship of gervico,
(Bigned.) E. B, Cmvres,
Becretary,
PLAN OP OAMPAIGN.

1. A gormon on Mistions from every evangelical palpit on
Sabbath, Jannary 10th, 1897,

The Evangelicai Allianco has designated this day on its pro.
gramme for the Week of Prayer for preaching upon the Great
Commwission. Mattbew xxviii. 18.20, .

2. A Mid-Weok Prayor Mesting for Missions. It is earnestly
desired that the prayer meeting following the Sabbath sermon be
devoted to prayor for cnlargement and blessing in the work of
Foreign Missione,

8. Distriot Missionary Rallies, in the Iarger oities on Thureday
evoning, January 14th. For this meeting let the oity be divided
into distriots, and a Liocal Committeo appointed in each distriot
to make all necessary arrangements.

4. An Inter-denominational AMass Meeting in the intercat of
Missions. o suggest that on ¥riday evening, January 16th,
unless some other evening be botter snited to losal convenience,
an Inter-denominational Maes Mooting be beld in tho largest ball
or church in every town in the United Statesand Canzda. In
arranging for this meoting, do not wait for some ono elso to move,
bat confex st onca with brother pastors, and seleot the most effi.
cient laymen in yeur oity or fown to serve with younon a Com-
mitteo of arrangements, Bo sure also to enlist your Young
People's Sooictios in this movemont, placing a» muob respopa;.
bility upon them as you think ad«isable,

Wo auggeat that you mako announcement of tho campaign at
onoe throogh the lccal press, and thua insuro that no other moot.
ings sball bo fixed for that week which will interlere with
this plan. Your own denominational board will gladly re-
epond to your oall for literaturo to aid you in preparation for
the work.



