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An El osition o! Letion oenu The Bibi# Study Uniots Su dy
ScCoi Lesons on~ IlThe Three Great Aosîe"(ak.10
20; 111. 13.19;j Luire v. 1.11 ; John i. 242.)

Jeans Christ came net only as a greal religions teober, but ns
the saura. a! piritualli!. This tesobingandifemuwalo eassity
bé lmparted In thbatire place ta choico mon whe wara capable cf
rooelvlug It because deeply in s>mpabby wltb lé. Jeans therofore
snrrondo IEhineell, as &Il great teachers bave dou. wilh a greup
of disoiples wbom He couIJ train aud quailfyforiba most mouton.
tons enterprîsa evor committed te bumitan ud.

TIlE TiUxI onx&r ArOSTLXS.
0f tbe Ille aua aotivity of tbe grester number c! mon whom

aur Lord chose su Hie pers',nnl followere praotioally nothing le
knawn. Only two are prominont dnrlog Ie ministry, sud la
conneotion wlth the establishment o! the primitive ehurch lu
Judea. And theso lwe, Peter and John, are nooe oolipied by the
magnlflocnt achievemeulsof1 Poul, lhonewA&poetlto $ho Genile&,
Tho greater part o! the apostolie bîstory revolves about ébhs
thrce, or rather two ; for icbu, aside fram hie writiugs, le little
more thon a sbadow at the nide cf Peter aller the asoension e!
Christ. Thos tbro, posîles not only ropreseuted the suosi
potential factors lu thé establishment and extension af tb, early
churcb, but the largest sud mcnt permanent ilunea, aside f rom
tb. work sud words cf their Master, ébat bae coma down ta Ilamo
ages. The wmtiugs of Paul bave beau the inexhaustible sonrce cf
Christian tbeology, while the writiugs o! John have borne the
spiritual lire of beliaeorslbo mysical alitudes of inuiiobyond
tb. reaoh c! lagla. Peter wrate but little, yet by a singular. fate,
hie lame bae acquired colossal proportions in couneotion witb lb,
prelatical, assomptions cf tbe Ohnmob o! Rame. The lives o! hese
tbr4e pillare o! tbe Christian Cbnrh will engage tha attention a!
the studente c! tbia sbries of lassons dntriug the coming year.

TEZ EA1IY LWE 0?f PEIZiE AI4D ions.
Vary feow allusions ta the earîy hi! e a! Peter ana Jobn coeur lu

the Gospels, and noue ait aInl their writiugs. Thmy were Gali.
jean Ilsbermen who *eni te bave beeu lu fairly gond circnm*
stances, and la bave receivcd ab lesat tbe degrea of instruction
commouly impartait ta Jewlah baye. Peter wae marriedl, ana
oeanpied a hanse aý Capernanin. Thal Ibis tact o! bis marriage
ehoula be expliaitly notlced lu regard ta Peter alan, cf ail tb,
apostles je a litIle eingular, sinca il je hé who le Iifted by later
traditions inte th. ecclesiastical beadsbip cf that portion cf
Chrisendom whioh insiste with nnrelating firmunese upon the
oliboy c! tbm alergy. Thab Peter and John belang te that God.
fesring alose wbo ooustituted Ieaiab's Ilhaly soed,"1 an Ierael
withluisrael, may eafely b.aesumed. They too, like mauy other
devant seuls, waited fer the consolation c! Ieraol. Sncb expeet.
aticu would Isda them ta cullivata familiariiy with the anaient
oracles whiob emboaied and ellmjulatadl their national bopes.
This Loger erPectaDo7 wOuld aise prepare Ihern te view witb pro.
fouud intemast the work of the poolt Judean prophet whose
tbuuder.tanee were thon arousiug the degonerate nation te a
preparalion for the Messiab'a ceming. Wlth lbe bolduese ana lire
o! a new Eliiah ho expose ana denouinced the oins ef hie people.
lu vlew.o! the judgments wibh wblsh th( Messiab wae certain te
begin the establishment cf His kiugam ho called them ta ie.
diabe repentance. Hie appearance aud ministry ehock lbe land
lke an eartbquake. Sa deepiy weme these Galileau flebermen
maved by 4ii bnng words that tbey were hmptized by hlm,
sud 101usd the companiy cf his ioUeowera or disciples. This dis.
oîplmsbip hecame a prepartion for their subsequent disoiplesbip
la Ria wba impeuding adv nt 1h10 Ilvoles in the desert I pro.
claimed.

TEEE muons or coNsnonArion.
Tbree stops or stages ara ta be noted lu their oanscratieu te

the service a! Christ. Firest, tha acceptonce cf lm as tho pro-
mised Meesloh aI Ibat memorabia meeting hy the Jorda.n wbere
Joins, haviug Il fnltfied ail righteousnea," wan painied cut by Rie
baptitr au os theb Lamb of God, vvbioh lakelb away thé min of th,
world." Seeandiy. iu tbm call tobecomo filsheorc men,,, whlch
involvod a complete reunaistion o! home and business, sud a
alose attendauco upon Jeans during tbe remainder of Hie minis.
try ; and, tLbrdly, the oppointmeut te beoome apashlos upon wham
would remI the establishment aud orgauiza:icu cf tho Redeomor'.
kingdom wben His local earthly ministry wonld be replaeed by
Hie univorsal spirituâl preonac. Iu this conseomation orthobm.
solvea la Hie bervice, Peter aud John Icarued tbe lotion o! prompt
sud unqneetiouing obeaience, aud in lb. miraccous draugbt ot
liabes tbmy wore taught tb, additions! bisson ébat inob cbodieuoo
lu the face cf aven Ibe manl tunpromWsng clmcnmnetauaes le the
oondition of certain aua anmuing fnocese. Tbough ILe vision o!

un earthly kingdom %nd ceatertal mêardi long fOcated befor
their faney, thoy Icarnod lithoe by l1111e ta couni &Il worldly gcod
Re ineignifloant in o«mparlson with tho loy arsa bic asedca et
doiug thoir Master'a w iii.

MlISSIONFIELD.
THE UNITED STATES AND CANADA-A HOLY

ALLIANCE.
The followlug appeal bas beeu le8cedl by a Oommittee repre.

conting Foreign Mission B3oards lu tbe United States and
canada sa la signod by twenty roprosative mn wbo.s nanies
we do no% prînt for want ot spsoe. This Epistla ta tbe Churches
speake for itielf ana donation prayerful attention. We liko the
proposiai:-The United States aud Canada Ioin[ug bauds for the
cauqucet of the world for Ohrist.

NxW Yorsx, Dao. 1, 1808.
To tha Paotora of Unitecd States aud canada.-

Bolavod lirotbren :-The Twentieth Century of tha Christian
or&aln upon ns, and yet millions bava nover heaîrd the naome ci
Christ. The darkuame of heathenim mliii muwrapo nearly two.
thirde nt the population of the globe.

The Il arohicg ordere I of the Oburch arc explioll aud
lmpero ivo. "lGo." There je no suggestion of limiation.
Il nt ail the world." The terme ara univerel. 11Pteacb the
Gospel ta the whoie oroatlon."1 Any narruwer conception of the
Mission of!h b chL le a bolittling a! out faith. Any emallar
endeavor le nworthy of the Christian noms.

Tire opporanuily for worid.wide uivougellzation won nover so
grat au at prenant. Abllity hae kept pace wlth enlarglng
opportunlty. The Chriseian Ohurob bas tbe mon a'"d the meanu.
Ber reepontibility bas, therofore, propacrtionatoly lucreaeed.
Yet, on fielde long acanpica ana white unto harvest, tbtu supply oi
laborere le ntterly inadlequata. Tho establiehed wcrk le cripplsd.
Rteinforoomente are neea. Advanoe i8 lImpassible until gifle
ara onlargcd, whiie tLe Chnrch nt borne le suffering front the
very IlHerey of inaction.">

In the bopo o! qniokening tho Ohuarab ta a duo oonception ar
ils blese privilegt and aolenin reeponsibility in tho sacrP.d
entorpriso of missions, we iseue this appeal, and ae tLe roprosen.
talivee of the Foreign Miseion Boards lu lb.uiteci Statesanau
Canada, wc snggest the enolosed Plan of Campaign.

The appa ie fireit lepastors. lé bas long been an axions wllh
our Mission Boards that where thora ie a Missiou.try poster there
will ho a Missionary Chnrch. The plan contemplates nnitea
action. lb eseks a concentration o! Christian Ihought ln the
theme of paramount importance. Il aime teosoeursetheocumulative
force of a notron cf meotings. To eneure the attainiment of IIICBO
ende, w, ask ycur prayetful and bearty ao-operation.

Yours in felloaehip o! service,
(Signed.> E.B. CHIVIRus,

Seoretary.
PLLN OF OAbMplioN.

1. A e.arman on Missions frein every evangelical pulpit on
Sobbath, Jannary 1Otb, 1897.

The Evougelicai Alliance bhan aea.,çatea tbis day on ils pro.
gramme for tbe Week of Prayer for prcacbîng upon lb. Great
Comn'ission. Matthew xrviii. 18.20.

2. A Mid.Week Prayer Meeting for Missions. It je earnestly
dssired tbat the prayer meeting f ollcwing tha Sabbath sermon be
devoted ta prayor for enlargement aud bloseing iu the work cf
Foreign Missions.

a. District Missionary Rallies, lnuthb, urger cilles on Thnrsday
evening, Jannary 14th. For Ibis meeting let tb. oity b. diyided
into districts, ana a Local Cemmittea appointed ini oohdistrici
le make aIl necessary arrangement.

4. An Inter.aeucm iuational Mass Meting in tb, interest cf
Missions. We enggeet that ou Friday OeniDg, January 151h,
nisse toman other aenlng b. botter saited te local convenience,

an Inter.donominational Mais Meeting ho beld in the lorgest bail
or chnrch in every town In the 'United States aud Canada. In
arranging for this meeting, do net wait fer soane ns te mcv.,
but confer at cnca wilh brother pastern, sud select tb. mccl effi.
aient Isymen in irztr city or lawn to serve witb yeon on a Coni.
milceo e! arrangements. Boe sers aise la enliel yonr ycnug
Peoplo'a Sooletics lu tbis movemnu, placing au muoh respoDel.
bility upon lhm as yen tbink adqissble.

We snggeot that yen maoa auncoment c! tha campaign at
once lbrongh tho local pres and ibm mieure tbat ne cîber mest.
juge shall bc Ilied for ébat week which wlll intertero wiîh
Ibis plan. Your owu dencmiuatienal board will gladly re-
epond te your cali for lieratnro to aid yen ln preparation for
the werk.
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