
-~ -~

fight flot only the individual devils, but the combination
devil that poisons e"ery community.

IlNaw, 1 amrn ot a pissimist, pessimisni is either
atbeism or biliousness. But, frankly-tbe situation
to-day is a trying one, and the deeper you get int it
the wvorse il looks. The trouble is that American
polîtics, and particularly municipal politics, are pas-
sessed ot the devil, a devil ivho cannot be exorcised by
civic; leagues atone. Not brains atone, but personal,
integrity, is aur hope. Our chief obstacle is nat
iniquity pure and simple. " . . . IlWben yau camne ta
deul with people who are fifty per cent. imp and fifty
per cent. angel of light, you get ta a point wvbere the
public intelligence becomes muddled, and you begîn ta
wvish that aIl were tharougbbreds ane way ar the other.

"lMy piatfarm is that a civic mavemient ta be a
power for good must be religiousiy inspired. Tbat was
wbat won the battle last year. If we don't wbip tbemn
this year it will be because tbe campaign is nat laid
dowvn an Biblical lbiies-I wrate this dowrx to-day, and
1've considered *at carefuly-but an lines of political
strategy." . . . ItI is bard ta be sbrewvd and piaus
at the sain, time, but it is, incalculably advantageous
if it can be donc. I bave met witb people s0 full of
holiness and innocence that I tbought it would be good
if a little o! their holiness could be excbanged for aood
sense. There seems ta be an impression that if a man
is on tbe Lord's bunting ground lie cati bag bis gaine
without aiming and wbetber he bolds the stock or the
nmuzzlc of the gun ta bis shoulder. WVe must learti ta
figbt bard and figit intelligentiy. Dont mix issues."

This is nat an app cal ta ministers merely, but ta the
Christian citizens whose duty is ta be up and doing ta
secure, nmen of ability, experience if possible, but above
ail men of Christian character returned ta ail the public
elective offices, and ta them, Dr. Parkburst's rousing
words ought ta camne as a clear trumpet cal! ta duty.

Rev. Dr. Laidlaw.

White the deatb o! Rev. Dr. Laidlaw did flot camne
unexpectedly tbe sympathy which the sad fact evoked
cmpbasized the warm place be filled in tbc hearts of bis
people and the loss wbich the cburch as a wholc bas
sustaincd by bis comparativeiy early demise, Dr.
Laidlaw bad made a distinct place for binself in the
Churchi. An able nman, a popular'prcacber, a devoted
pastor, and endowed witb untiring energy lie found
scope for his best powers in the varied work of the
Cburch which enlisted bis special interest and bis ser-
vices wererecognized onallbands. In tht courtsoaUbe
Churcb, lie wvas respected for bis candor, bis earnestncss
in pramating that vzhich be was convinced ta be right
and necessary and for bis breadth o! mind. Ht was of
a generous disposition and of enemies lie made few or
none. He filled several responsible positions on the
Committees of the General Assembly, and white bis
bealthallowcd it1was loyal in attendance upon bis duties

and loyal ta bis colleagues whoever tbey znigbt be.
Outside the limits of congregational work lie gave

moveent suc asthatof 889 oriqual Riglits, in
which lie figured prominently, but unostentatiousiy. A
native Canadian be graduated at Princcton and servcd
in the niinistry at Columbus, Ohio, and at Detroit beforc
settling at Hamilton, Ont., as pastar of St. Paul's
churcli, fifteen years ago. His trouble was consump-
tion and lic was practically laid aside for about twvo
years. During this protracted illness he bad the loving
synapathy notonly Of bis congregation but alzoofa large

circie of close friends who now mourn bis loss with
unfeigned sarrow. His wife wvas a sister of Mr. Angus
MacCal! of Stewvarton, Georgetowvn, Ont., and pre.
deceased ber busband. Dr. Laidlawv was cut daovn at
the comparatively early age of fifty.five, his life work
weill.dane. His funcral wvas Iargcly attended on Satur-
day last at Hamilton when the respect in whicb lie wvas
held ini life wvas amply testified ta by the concourse of
niaurners and the unmistakable tributes paid ta his
memory.

Tho Two The world is divided into twva classes:
Claases. says The i,:terior, t'ne atheist followvers

of Festus wba cry, "«Almost thau persuadest me ta bc a
Christian," and the Christians wvho cry, "lAlnîost tbou
persuadest me ta be a fool and say, 'There is na Gad.' "
We live in the thick of plots. Sin is tûe authar and
bis tale is incamplete unless be persuades us ta lîve,
drink and be merry, far ta-marraov we die and there's
the end af it. This tendency ta daubt lurks in the
drawing-roam, in the office, the newspnper, the summer
vacatian. WVhcn the body relaxes the sout is apt ta do
the samne. Mortal science cati neyer explain this con-
stitutianal belief in anather warld. But as the right
kind of a husband tells bis 'wife from day ta day that
be laves bier altbaugh it is na news, only food, se we
need ta be stimulated fram, time ta time ta freshen nur
belief in tbe reality af tbe state to camne. Perbaps I
may be pardaned far quating fram this sympasium tbe
wards af one wba bas thaught decply on immartality.
Elizabeth Stuart Pbelps says in closing bier short article,
-and ivhat philasapher can gainsay ber wvards ? -l"If
the Creatar bas nmade a planetfaal of sufféring neyer ta
be relieved, of maurners neyer camfartet', af lave never
ta be satisfied, of grief neyer ta be assuaged, innacent
hape neyer ta be fulfilled, nable power neyer ta bc
exercised, aspiration neyer ta be realized, evil neyer ta
be cnnquered, and daers of evil neyer ta be cither
punisbed ar purified-if, in a word, this x-hole scbeme
of tbings is the freak of a malevolent fancy or the
accident o! a blind farce-tben we are face ta face wvitb
difficulties as mucli greater than the difficulty involved
in tbe doctrine of inmartality as niadness is sadder
than sanity, and despair blacker t'ian blessedness.

conc~tt1'liTe N. Y. Observer in a recent issu.-
calIod for. gives the following whoiesome and

timely advice. IlAllawing for the vacation season,
,which commences with june and ends some time in
October, and for the time spent ini preparing for vaca-
tion and ini settling dawn after tbe return home, the
churches in aur great chties can hardly caunt upon
mare than six nionîlis7 real ca-operative work in a year.
In their carporate capacities they must do a year's
work in bai! the tirne. This fact is a salemn one, and
the mort sa that it is littie likely ta be charagcd. It
bebooves the pastars of aur churches ta recognize the
existence of such a state of affairs and to nîahe every
effort ta put the church forct.s into active workirag arder
promptly. Mluch of the church's macbinery gets dis-
jointed during the season o! rest, and efforts ta reach
the outside world largely cease wvhite the pastar or any
considerable portion of bis flock. is away. The faîl and
winter months sbould be crowded wvith operations
wisely directcd, warmrly pushced, well sustained. With
sucb a seriaus shortcning of the church year a twofold
earnestness o! purpose and a doubling of personal
energy should bc nianifestcd hy cvery churca rembcr.
IfVe are nat supposing that ail the Christians in our
churches bave been idie ail summer long. Some o!
them at least have sowcd gaod sccd and sawcd ahuni-
dantly, but thc wvork of such persans as members o!
some particular local church lias, of necessity in niany
instances, becn cbeclced and tlie lack now nceds ta be,
made up.
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