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self-sacrifice, co vehement 1n anger, so
impetuous in vengeance—fond, rash
woman ! pitied and beloved of Him who
said, ** Oh, woman ! great is thy faith "
—how often the part of victim is the
only part assigned to thee on God's
misused earth !

Surely 1f human laws are made to
punish, they should also be made to
protect. 1f justice condemns the
strong, it should shicld the weak. Sure-
ly our Chnistian natiun should have a
conscience at least an sensitive as that
of the disciples of Mohammed or Con-
fucius, who praclam tlas truth, ¢ No
government should ennch atself by
templing and corrupting its subjects.”

[Tug Exn.}
—_— e
WIFELY LOVE

Mrs. Harrictt Beecher Stowe says .
that many women sappuse that they love
their  husbands, when, unfortunately,
they have not the beginning of an idea
what love is.  Let me explain it to you,
my dear lady.  Loving to be admired by |
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Farables on Prayor.—Luko xviii. 1~14.

Goubex TrxT, Luko xi. 9.—Ask, and it
shall be given you: seok, and yo shall
fiud ; knock,and it shall bo opened unto you.

Commit 11-14,

INTRODUCTION AND CONNECTION,

Botweon our lugt losson and this, oc-
curred, probubly, our Lord’s journcy to
Bothany and the raising of Lazarus from
tho dounl John xi. 1 44;; after "vhich, ow-
ing to tho hostility of the Jews, He
journeyed to Ephruim, a pluco some six-
teon miles to the N.W. of Jerusnlem (John
xi. 45:6:1.) Thenco, after n time, Ho set
torth on Hixs lust tour through Juden and
Gulileo, * with Jerusulem ag his ultimate
goal,  On this tour, the incidents recorded
in ch. xvii 11-87, probably transpired, and
also the teaching which constitutes our
present lesson.

LESSON NOTES.

(L) And He spake a paradle to them to
thes end that—in order to show that—men

(10., Two men went up into the emple
to pruy —tho one a Pharisce, and tho other
u publican—n tax-gntherer. :

(11,12 Stood and prayed thus with kim-

towurds himsolf ;—thoy coutnin 2/e essence
of self worsiup ; henco, must have beon
abhorrent to God. [ thank thee that I am
not as other mon, &e, e, &c¢; or evon ns
this publican. So much by way of solf-
gratulation before God ; —so much by way
of contrast with other men, in which the
supposed ndvantage is always on his own
| side.

(i 7 fust, &e. &¢,—s0o much by way
of reminding God of Ins meritorious
|dccds; as though had they been really
meritoriony, God could or would have
beon nnmindful of them.

(18 Standing. In v. 11, the idea is of
ong assuming an atfrtude ; here, it is of
y ONO o upying @ place. cfar off =in some

Il obscurs or 1mconspicnons part of the |

Ctewple.  Would not iyt up lus eyes o
- heaven,—esteennng umselfl utterly  un-
, worthy.  Smte upon Jus_breast,--an act
indieative of surron  and  self reproach.
v God be mercifud to me a sinner ’—words

, implying a profound sense of ill-desert and
i of bod’s unquestionable right to cast hiw

self.  ‘This mun's thoughts wore of, and .

! read. All that histunie chivalry has worthi
| ly aimed at would find 1ts consummation
{ In such recogmtion of the honor that 1s
due to weakness.

What kind of weakness is that to which
it is possible fur right manly strength to
give honor 2 Surely 1t not any sort of
weakness that s ahm to worthlessness,
The weakness of frvohity or of silliness
-cannot be honored. It may be our duty
, to bear with it, but I do not see how we
ccan honorat, Perhaps it will help us it
| we noticea lttle more particalarly the

figurative funinin whicl Poter gives us
v his thought, *the weaher vess. 4" By a
jvessel we mean *a utensil proper tor
i holding something.” ** But ina great house
|lhcrc are not only vessels of gold and
»silver, but alco of wood and ofeaith: and
j some to honor and same to dishonor.”
(2 T, 1t 20.) Now, among the many
Cvessels ma gieat house, which are they
. that are treated with the most honor,
i touched the most gently, handled the
"most carefully ?

These questions make you think of

a man, loving to be petted by him, loving ' pyets aficays 1o pray—not necessarily be | o forover

to be caressed by him, and loving to be | always in the altstude of prayer, but bo |
praised by him, is not lovinga man. Al | anlways in the sperst of prayeri—and not |

- your glass and your porcelun. They make
(14.) lllcll_rnu—-tho same langunge as you think of vessels on your table throuzh
8.1 bold and emphntic assertion. /us- wiych the daylight shines freely, makmg

these may be whena woman has no , 0 fuint,—that 15, bo discouraged.as though
' God either failed to hear, or, hearing, was
¢ indifferent 5 but, having brought their re-
i quests to Him, they should both zeas? for, |
and expect an answer.
(2-4.) A judge whick feared not God
nor resarded men, a godless, wicked man, |
! ulike regardless of his duty to God, tho
i Supremo Judge, and to men over the dis-
posal of whose affairs he had been set.
Such a character is chosen by the Lord
! onaccount of his utter unlikeness to God;
{ and in order to make the teaching of the
| parable the more forcible and impressive.
A wwidowwe- ono who had neither wealth i
: nor influence to commend her, to the
i judge's consideration, und for whom he had
not the slightest regnrd.  Avenge me of
Vatine  adeersary,—in other words,—con-

' sider my case, and grant rae justice. Iam |

power of loving at all—they may all be
simply because she loves herself, and
loves to be flattered, praised, caressed,
coaxed--a cat likes to be coaxed, and
stroked, and fed with cream, and have a
warm corner. But all this is not love.
It may cxist, to be sure, where there is
love: it generally does.  But it may also
exist where there is no love.  Love, my
dear ladies, is sclfsacrifice; it is a life
out of seif and in another.  Its very es-
senceis the preferring of the ~omfort, the
ease, the wishes of another tu one’s vwn
for the love we bear them.  Lovels give
ing and not receiving. Love is not a
sheet of blotting paper or a sponge, suck-

{ tified rather than the other—that is, ac-

them ghtter like jewels. They muke you

j connted just by God.
| himself wusin God's sisht condemned 1 — |

He who jusitied . . .
3 think of costly vases which you comnis-

he who cordemned himsel® was in God’s ; ot to hold the choicest Summer flowers,
sight justified : for crery one that exaltetk ' or vials which imprison and keep for you
lumself shall be abaved [ (broughtlows and | the most dehicious perfumes.  Of all the
ke that humbteth himself shall e caalted, j vessels m your house, these upon whi-h
difted up,). | you bestow the most abuandant honor are

SUGGESTED THOUGHTS. . the same which could be most easily

. .
. ken --w % :ar h
Tho answer to tho prayer of faith, | broken —which can least buar hard pres

Iheir weakness

though lons delayed, sorll come. Tmpor. | SUF¢ OF Touzh wage. akn
tunity, when sceking any thing net op- ! comes of their fineness, and  their fine-
posed to God's will, is not offensive to!ness makes them worth all the care which
Him ; but, on tho contrary, is well-pleas- ! their weakness needs.  Such weakness
ing, asuproof of the value we attach to | can be honored.  Such weakness is hon-
thgl::h::"ﬁo ‘;3 ::1; 15?2&&1: not only capecss iored. So is it that every true man honors
but waits for the answer. He 2rusts in ! his wife. So is it that every true man

“honors every true woman.  And this is

ing in everything to itself; it is an_out- | helplessof myselfto sceure justice therefore
springing fountain, giving from itsell. | I appenl to yon. He weaudd not for azvhile.
Love’s motto has been dropped in this | This man feared not God,so he had no
world as a chance gem of great price by , terror of retributipn for his misuse of
the loveliest, the farest, the purest, the | Power; o regarded not mun, so in his

vt ef Ve . ; stony bosom there was no pity or sym-
strongestof lovers that evertrodthismortal puathy.  What help, then, could she expect

carth, of whom it is recordedthat Hesaid: s 5 et from him ¢ Noto unless through
* It is more blessed to give than to re- 1 wwearving i out with herimportumty.

ceive.” Now, mn love, there are ten re- ; 5.0 Kut afterseards ke sarth wthan ham-
ceivers to one giver.

and love, where there is one who knows : ;’l’:;t-l“/’é ;';‘r“l'n{],[”i‘x.‘n IJIGL 1');;1‘ ﬁ‘:};i‘:_lul:s‘)’osg
. N AT X nn > ! : v O

how to love.—-Exchange. i that grew out of his selfishaess—the desire

Tne . notto be troubled. What » contrast to cur

“HERE I AAL.” . { God, who can have no motive tor helping

A lawver had a cage hanging on us but thut which results frem zuscifn-

the wali n his office in which was a, zes—the simple aim to beneht and buess !

starling. He had taught the little, 68 Hearichat fne unjust Judy. sasth,

fellow to answer when he called it. | that is, consider it carcfully ; and contrast

. this persen, and the mofive of his action
A ’ (Charlie came 1in one . M * . . O
boy named (harlie came ' with God amid His matives. The one is o

mormng. The lawyer left the boy o 41045 sinner, the other the holy and
there while he went out for a few f righteous God s the onc utterly selfish, the
minutes. \When he 1eturned,
ird was gone. He asked, ** Where . less of men, theother fell of the tenderest
is my bud?" Charlie replied that he, compassion ;—the onea judge, cold.sclfish,
did not know anything about it unsympathizing, the othera Father yearn-
« But," said the gentleman, * Charle, ; u;ﬁ.mt{x ;)\:'lc{ﬁo\\-m}{v‘tm.xdom;-:;e over lixs
hat bird was i the cage when afllicted childreu. Now—and hero is the
t . ® ! special point of the parable—if such as
I went out. Now te‘ll me all about{ tyigjudgo conld be brought to compliance
it; where 1s 1t?" Charhe declared ; by the persistent urgency of the petitioucr,
that he knew nothing about it; that | Aeie sl more will God the holy, the just,

Therc are ten per- | seif—beaise this wendewe troubleth me, 1 =
sons n this world who like to be loved « sl avenge her bt Ly ker continnal com-

the cage-door

lawyer called out, ¢ Starhng, where

arc you ? " The bird spoke right out (it Yong, before sonding tho answer. For |

guessed the bird had flown out. The

was open, and he, tho pitiful, the tender, bo moved to grant

the petition of 7775 c/c. 2 (chosen, redecned
ones® which vy day and night unto Him,
though He bear longy with them—that is,

God’s faithfuluess to His promises, and,
in so doing heonors God.

The Pharisee’s prayver is a proof th at we
! may, while professadiy worshipping God,

| be really worshippng ourselves ;—an im- |

} prous and flagrant violation of the first

| commandinent.

I ‘Tho Publican’s prayer shows that the

! lower we sink in our own sight, the highcer
wo stand in God's, that the more we

! abhor ourselves, the more He esteems us

} QUESTION SUMMARY.
(For the Children.)

i (1. Why .to what end)did Jesus speak
. this parable 2 What is meaut by o0 pray
Cafiays 7~y not fo faint? See note. 18-5.)
“Givoe this paralle m vour own words.
- What did the widow mean by aqienre?
{ Seenote. Did the judge obtain justice

{ forher atonce ? bid he at last 2 Why did |
¢ ho ? What was his motsze for helping her? |

; Sto note. (6-8.) Whatis meaut by Aear, &c?
" Pay attention,- -think about it. New,

to hear a person’s prayer, a wicked

| unjust judee, or our kind, loving Hexvenly :

{ Futher? Why id tho judge answer her
i prayer 2 Why does God auswer our prayer?
y Sce pote. Should we not go to Him very
; confidently then? Repeat the golden

text. 4y To whom was this par
Fable spoken? Aroe there very mauy such
} pcople 2 (10-13.) Who went up to tho
t temple to pray? What is a Phansce 2—A
¢ pubbican? VWhat did the Phansee say m
{ Ins prayer? Was ho worslupping aud
{ priwsing God, do you think 2 Whom, then?
1f Lo was wor.hipping aud praising him-
self, what commaudment did he break ?

of the boy's pocket, *“ Here 1 am ! ; N
f ys P Y | xeasons wo cannot comprebend, God often | What sin did he add to that 2 The sin of

Ah, what a fix that boy was in! He
had stolen the bird, had hid 1t, as
he supposed, in a safe place, and
had told two lies to cunceal his guilt.
It was testimony that all the world,
would believe. The boy had nothing
to say. The bird was a living witness
that he was a thief and a liar.

We have not all of us a starling,
but we have a conscience—not in
our pocket, but in a more secure
placc—in cur sou! ; and that tells the
story of our guiit or our innbcence.
As the bird answered when the law-
yer called 1t, so when God speaks our
conscience will reply, and give such
1estimony as we cannot deny.

delays tosend the answer to prayer, but
Curist Himself says—and we sbould be-
lieve Him ;—

(8.) I tcll you ke winv azenge them do
justice for thum, speedrfy Heb. .37,
sooner, perhaps, than they cxpected, or
even hoped. Skall He find faith, &c.—
that is, will there, after all, be any such
strong prevailing faith in God, ns His
faitbfuluess and constancy to His prom.
ises give Ham the right to expect from 1is
own_people ?

0 Aud He spake this parable unto
cerlain who trusted n themselves that they
were yiyhteons, and  dopised others—a
numerous cluss in our Lord’s day, and a
no less numerons one in our awn, wero tho
thoughts of their hearts as fully exposed
as thoso of this Pharisce.

t iosulting God. What did the pnblican do
fand say ?

With which of the twwo was God better
| pleased? What 1s meant by jusfised?
Accounted yust, or aceptab’e. What does
God do for those who cxalt thcmsclies ?

Which are yor doing frow day to day?

NESN.

Peter's exhortation to hushands, so to
dwell with thoir wines as to rend. 1 honor
o themn, ** as the weaker v sel ot Pet,
1. 7), seems 2o mie the most 0”1y chin.
alrous utterance which lever heard or

the | other absolutely unsclfish; the ono regard- | which do yon think wonld be more likely

What, for thoso wWho JAumble themiselves.

THE HONOR DUE TO WEAK.

: Christian chivalry, the consummate flow-
er of Christian cwilization.

I But Idonot think that we have yet

!reached the utmost meanit ¢ of Peters

! beautiful exhortation  There has beena

s disposition in men to use that figure of

speech as if it represented their wives to

be their vessels  choive and goodly ves-
sels indeed, “vessels unt» honor” to

" adorn and beautify their homes, as well as

to furnish forth the highest an:d noblest

utilities, but #cirs, they being the own-

Lers. A careful study of Peter’s figurative

, expression shows that he rather coaceives

of both the hushand and wife as vessels,

the wife the finer and therefore the weak:
cror more frangible of the two. His
phrase would be more exactly rendered,

* giving honur unto the feminine vessel

. as the weaker.”  The Christian man and

~woman dwdlling together in happy and

holy union, “as heirs together of the

_grace of ife,” are to conceive of them-

. selves as a pair of vessels * sanctified for

,the Master's use. preparel unto every
guod wourh.” (2 Tum . 21). Aad Peter

. bids us reverently  recognize the natural
difference between these two vessels, The

, coarser, harder, stron.er, should accept

. the rougher and harder u.cs, and the

 finer and frailer should be honored with

 the gentler and finer and swecter uses.

. Can human thought «ury the refine-
ment of genuine courtesy higher than
these tnspired wnters have carried it ?

, Can womanhoud make a greater mistahe

, than to exchange this honor accurded to

. 1ts weakness for all that can be won in a
strenuots and buld asseition of equality

. in powersand prerogatives P—Rev. Henry
A. Nelsonyan N. Y. Evangchst.

Scldom can the heart be fonely,
If it seck a lenclier sull,
Sclf-forgetting, secking only
Empucer cups ot love to all
— R Havergal

If thou would-t find much faver aad
peace with Gel wadinan, be very low an
tlinc oun eyes  Porgive thyself little, and

- others much.—~ Leggten.
‘



