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W1 would agam call the attention
of our subscribers to the label on ther

Funite with other churches in Chris-

the day. The theological languages
of the old symbols arc to the many
really dead languages, hence the
desirableness of a creed representing
the attitwde of our churches, now
towards the burning question of the
day. Our fathers were not afraid to
speak out, why should we? One of
the curses upon the creed world of
Christendom to-day is the veiling

tian work and fellowship, and 1f a: of the true attitude behind the ambi-
church has a right to organize, why | guity of expressions in creeds virtu-

paper showing the amount due. If the
label does not indicate 81 then a.

rar's subser s due. Wil you 050 .
Zz,::l l;u.?t ":,:}:t:; \l::ll\L half ;} >t(l‘lc individual church? Ultra Independ-

current year's sssue has been sent out  €REY Y irtually denics this right, not

. X o allowing of formal fellowshipthrough
and nut nearly half of the subscribers councils or Associations, whilst Con-

have paid their dollar,  Let us have h
it"lt rf:cc ) 7 gregational  Independencey, no less
13 [ .

D e . "watchful over the right of self’ con-
THE COUNCIL AT ST, LOUTS. .(I'OI. claims thc.furthcrr.ight of org.'!n-
-ized co-operation.  For authority

We drew atténtion last week to means the right to go away from
the opening of the Great Congrega- " home, as well as to stay at home, to
tional Council, therc are yet a few : associate with our neighbors, as well

organize, so long as that vrganization
does not impair the authority of the

items of special interest to us which * as lock the door against them.  And
we now proceed to mention :— when by quoting Dr.  Emmons’

Two subjects demanded special at-  famous dictum “Associationisinleads
tention, the subject of Creeds, and to Consociationism, and Consocia-
of Ministerial standing.  Strange to tionism to Presbytcerianism, and
say, the Council came to unanimous | Presbyterianism to Episcopacy, and
findings therean, save one negative ! Episcopacy to Roman Catholicism,”
vote on the latter topic.  Both which is an ultimate fact, or by
these topics  touch  a  sensitiveness f some other terror, alarmists would
not tu be regretted, wnceclesiastical | frightenour freechurches outoftheex-
liberty, vet there are evident demnands | ercise of the right to join these vol-
upon our churches at this juncture | untary Associations, thus spying out
which should, as at the Counciliour liberty which we have in Christ

they were, be frankly and boldly met;
we must meet them in Canada or
become for all real influence and work

Jesus, that they may bring as into
bondage te a narrow and restrictive
Independency, let us “give place to

defunct. The subject of Creeds was | them by subjection notforone hour.”
formally introduced into the Council | Now there can be no Association
by overtures from the Ohio, Central ! without some common basisof action
South, and Minnesota conferences, *and belicf, and Congregationalism,
followed by an claborate paper there- ! in its history, has ever held doctrine
on by Dr. Hiram Mead of Oberlin, | to be paramount to polity, hence
Ohio, and the discussions closed by | some declarationof faith aswell as of
the appointment of seven dclegates order scemsinevitable. Isthatdeclar-
who were to appoint a committee of  ation of faith or creed to be impos-
twenty-five representing the difterent "ed? This really brings us to the
shadrs of thought in the churches; ' radical difference between a Congre-
this Committee of twenty-five to un- ! gational and, say, a Presbyterian
dertake the work, and present the re- . Creed. The Presbytery opening its
sult to the Churches through the|confession says:—“Do you accept
press, to carry with it such weight as | this.” The Congregational Council
its intrinsic merits may demand. ! or Association would rather enquire

Dr. Mecad in the paper referred to{“What do you find taught in the
never thinksof enquiring “Shall we Holy Scriptures?” The applicant
have a Creed?” furthermost from his | for fellowship being asked to state

thoughts and evidently from the ' for himself his belief, the Council
minds of the more than three hun-|
dred representative Congregational-
ists there, was the idea of Congre-
gationalism  being crecdless, the,
questions discussed were “What s
involved in a new doctrinal state-
ment?” “Is such a weww statement:
desirable ?” )

Such men as Cromwell and Mil-
ton, john Owen and Thomas Good- J
win, would have stood aghast at the
assumption of Independency having !
no creed, or the supposition that its;
principles, like jelly, would fit into
any mould with a little heat. The
Savoy Conference represented Inde-
pendency in those days, A.D. 1658;
the old New England churches had
sct forth ten years previously the
Cambridge platform, a general de-
claration of the faith and polity of
those churches. Historically Con-
gregationalismhasneverbeen without
a declaration of principles, a state-
ment of belicf, a creed. Nor has it
been cver deemed by the great body
thereof that the liberty and right of
churches have thereby been meddled
with. Let it be however understood
in what sense we hold to a creed,

simply deciding whether it is
sufhiciently in accord with the Con-
sensus of the denomination to allow
of bharmonious and united action,
For this purpose a declaration is
needed, we have a common faith,
why not state itz “I do,” says one,
“it is found in the Bible, what need
of any other?” Sixty years ago, Dr.
MeadremindstheAmerican Churches,
that a numberofCongregational Min-
isters appealed to the Bible in sup-
port of their thorough Unitarian
views, claiming their Independency,
and at the same time, continued
fellowship. But if the individual
pastoror church may appeal to the
Bible, most assuredly a confederation
of churches can do the same thing,
and where the faith of the confeder-
ation is not the faith of the individu-
al, separation is inevitable.

These considerations require great
care on the part of those who draw
up declarations, that they should
dcal chiefly with facts, and these the
simple essentials of the Gospel of
God'’s grace in Christ revealed. This
consensus of acknowled, verities
should be in the living language of

should not a consaciation of churches y ally obsolete, and therefore open to

|

a double mterpretation.  Let us have
an honest statement of what wel
believe, unless our belief 1s too sha-
dowy for words to even attempt, and
we know of no body more free to at-
tempt this desideratum of the Christ-
ian world to-day than our own, if
we only can prove ourselves to be
thc men to do it. Many are the
voices calling for what D, Schaff at
thc Pan-Presbyterian  Council, in
Edinburgh three ycars ago, calls “a
testimony of the living faith of the
church, and a bond of union among
the different branches of the Re-
formed family,” \What dcnomin-
ation more untrammecled than ours
to lead the way therein?

The question df mimisterial stand-
ing we must leave for a future agticle,
we close this by words from Dr.
Mead's paper,whichmayapply nearer
home than the United States :—* As
Congregationalists we have freely
cnough cxercised our inalicnable
right to disagree. Churches have
abundantly demonstratedtheirability
to manage church affairs in a way
quite contrary to the judgment of
our wisest and best men.  The de-
monstration has been quite complete,
and we have sacrificed not a little in
numbers and strength to make it
Now, let us show that we have just’
as good, just as inalienable a right to
agree asto disagree; the right, that
is, of paying reasonable dcference to
the judgment of others, and to get
what light we can from them upon
what we nced the most of all to
understand, the doctrines of the
Bible.”

SOME PROPHECIES AND
THEIR INTERPRETERS.

It may be interesting to some
whose minds arc at times exercised
about impending calamities, threat-
ing conjunction of planets, prophetic
declarations concerning ending dis-
pensations, ef omune hoc genus, (which
means all such kind of nonsense,) to
recall a few facts of days gone by,
that the experiences,of the past may
speak some word of wisdom and
guidance. We say “to some,” for
we are quite conscious of the fact
which Solomon notes, Prov. XXVII.
22.

The writer recollects when a boy
going home from school with beating
heart because of a report that St.
Patrick’s day was fo witness dire
calamities. Notably that London
—the modern Babylon described
Rev. xviii—had reached her acme,
and that that day was to witness her
fall. There was a strange intermix-
ture of Scripture declaration and
Mother Shipton lore, though their
expectation was based upon a weird
prophecy reported tohavebeen utter-

by someone, somewhere in A.D.
1203, and another, equally startling,
by a Dr. Dee (etymologically con-
nected with and derived from fiddle-
de-dee) A.D. 1598. We give the

letter :—

The Lord have mercy on you all
l'tv.?m yourselves for dreadful fal)
Of house and land and human soul,
The measure of your sins is foll,

f0 the ycar one eight and forty two,
In the year that issonew §

In the third month of that sixteen,

[t may be a day or twu between
Pethaps you may be stiff and cold.
Dear Christian, be not stout and bold—
‘The mighty, kinglyproud will see
This comes to pass as my name’s Dee,

This prophccy was said to have
been read in the Harleian collection
of manuscriptsin the British Muscum,
where it was afterwards sought for
but could not be found. We need
not remind the thoughtful reader
that London still awaits the day.

The city scems to have ever been
the most fruitful soil for sowing pro-
phetic sced, and London has record-
cd many cxamples. The wisdom of
the old interpreters has not departed,
nor the opposite quality from the
listener.

We give an example of ingenious
unravelling of mystic lines. A coup-

let credited to Merlin thus rcads ;—
When hemp is ripe and ready to pull
‘Then Englishman, bewaze thy skull,

This jingle which ought to remind
the wrong doer more of the gallows
than anything clse, was thus most
lcarnedly interpreted by one skilled
in such lore in Elizabeth’s time.
Scripturc unfortunately reccived just
such handling to the ncglect of the
mysteries of righteousness and love.
“The word Hempe has five letters
which thus read: H significth the
good King Henry, E means his suc-
cessor Edward, M Quecn Mary with
P for Philip of Spain who married
her, and lastly E mecansQuecn Eliza-
beth at whosc death let England ex-
pectgreattroubleaboutthesuccession.
These troubles, however, did not
come, but the sly rogue who had in-
terpreted and still lived on in King
Jamecs' day was nothing daunted and
rose to explain, ¥ yet was the saying
true seeing there has been a great
mortality.”

Ecclesiastical history is full of re-
iigious crazes. The mystic number
666 has overturned the papacy in
prophetic imagination, at least half a
dozen times ;,cven as the supposed
Hebrew form of “ Luther ” has satis-
fied the requirements of the same six
hundred three score and six, and
thus unmistakably pointed out that
arch heretic to Roman Catholic eyes
as the mystic beast.

Not many months ago ‘an oriental
specialist discovered without doubt
the long lost ten tribes of Israel in
the Japanese, as they were long since
most certainly found in the Jewish
caste of Abyssinian featurcsand other
“identifications.” The truth is any-
thing that will prove an opiate to
the religious conscience, and leave
men frec to gratify their vanity and
their greed is cagerly sought and de-
lighted in to the neglect of those
teachings and precepts which Christ
has placed before those who truly
seek his spirit. Nevertheless, the
foundation of God standeth sure,
they who rest there may sometimes
be obscured by the dust the advers-
ary raises in every conceivable way,
but the atmosphere will clear, the
true light shine, and they on the rock
continue forever and forever. _

WE are glad to find that the no-
torious Sara Bernhardt is not :meet-
ing with a very encouraging social
reception in the States. tever
success may have attended her per-
formances—and at the best that has
not been very enthusiastic apparent-
ly-—the-almost entire absence of all
people of position and character from



