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rama, or prevent the niost delicate man in the comrnunity from going
to his office or worksliop. And how often, too, wliere public entý,rtain-
ments of the description we have named, corne inito competition with the
devotional meetings of the chiurch, do tbc latter have to give iway to the
former ! Similarly poteut is thie attraction of the Masons' or thio Odd-
felloiws' Lodge-room, whiose dlaiims seldoni fail to take prece(lellce over
those of thic Lecture-rooin, if the nighit of meeting be the saine. And
tlien, there is a large class of the mernbership ini every church wlio stay
away, flot from aniy couniter-attraction, but from sheer indifference. The
praye r-meeting is îiot for them. ; at least, so they feel about it.

Now it rnnst lie confessed that the fauk is not always, or wholly w'ith
thiose wlio iielect it. It ofteu lies to a large extent with those wvho
conduct it, )r take part in it. "lOur prayer-m-eetinig is as cold as an
iceberg," sai(l one. It was the condition of his own hieart thiat suggemt-
ed the simile! But hQ wvanted to compînin of sorncbodyj, so lie Cast the
blame of it on lus iinister. Perliaps the reproaeh '%vas mel'ite(l ; pet'-
haps it wvas iiot. But ive eaui easily couceive of the tu'uthfnlness of the
description, if the meeting was couducted like some ive lhave seen. Only
let the fewv who attend sit as far from the desk, and as widely scattered
as possible ; let themn drawl ont such hymus as

"Ilark ! from tomnbs a doleful sound," or

"My hicart, how dreadful hard it i ! "

to old 'l IValsill," or plaintive Mrrs"(expressive iname) ! let the

prayers be muttered and mumabled se that nobody, not to say the aged
and the deaf, eau hear thern ;and let the exhortations be full of com-

plainings of things in general, and of the prayer-meetig iin particular,
and any church may extemporize an "liceberg " iii JnIy Nothing less

than Pentecostal tongues of firp. ean meit it; and indeed, ive doubt if
Pentecost would ever have corne, had the meeting in tlie iupper rooni in

Jerusalern been conducted in that way!
It is far casier, howrever, to poiùi' out defeets thau to renedy them,

and ive would strongly advise any one wvho thinks bis rainister is to

blame in the matter, to try his baud in conducting one. We vouch for
it he shahl have thie opportunity, if he eau do it any better.

But this wve may do to improve our devotional meetings. Wý.e may

malke it a rule to be always in attendance, if possible, and to carry a de-
votional spirit with us when we go. We may be more sociable, and ait
closer together. We may be shorter, more earnest in manner as well as
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