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a ciy Strong iîîtercst inii ntroducîng- andl Inailitainimg the sel f-gov'Cingill
institutions of the former colonies. Vet sonme of the first and nicarly ail
of the later arrivais, beinig largely fartiiers and civilians, suicli as tiiose
settlcd in Frcdcricksburg M\olphîîistow~n anid the PrinceIlvr
peiiistilai, at onîce attelinptC(l to repioduce ini Canada thecir fauniliar
institutions. Tlhus, w~hile ini the townships ini the imniiiediate necighibour-
hiood of Kimystoîî, tiiere appears tol havc benl uittle anxie ty iithi
refcrence tc0 t<)wn îneetil<as, vet iii the towvnships nianied, towil meetiîîgs
\\vcic establishied beforc tlc \vas anv legal wvarrant for thein, *aS, for
instance, the record of Adolphuistowni \v'ill shIo\\.'

But wc miust turiu nlow to that change ini the fortune of thc wcstern
Settlements \vhicli camec %vith tlhe passing of the Conistituitional Act of
1791. 13V it thc Wvesteril districts \\vcre forrned ilnt( Mn inl(lepel(lCnit
prvne \vîth a rcl)resenitative asscmbly andl an opportullity to intro(luce
Eng11tlîsl lawvs and institutions.

To prcsidc over the formiative pcriod of this new Governînient.
Gecral Johin Graves Simicoc arrivcd in lipper Canada. SinlicoL %vas a
mani whosc life hiad bcen spent in the p)rofession of armns. 1-le \v'as, fromn
aIl accotunts, a îniost efficient officer, satuirated w~ithl thc iiilitary spirit.
A mlati of simple, straiglitfornvard ideas, dcvotcd to mnilitary inthods,
w~liîen inii author-itv lie was accustomied to give bis commnands to go and(
corne and find thcmi obeycd w~itliott question. Aliiost inicapable, by'
teniper and expericncc. of recognizing any other formi of administration,
lie soug-lit to organizc bis Go\vernmiient as ncaily as possible on a
nîilitaiy basis. Self-governmient by the people at large lie feirvenitl\e and
franklv abhiorrcd. Aristocratic rnilitary and ecclesiastical ride lie Con-
si(lered to bce li lv possible forin of stable governmrent for a dccii
anid recspecîful people and a \\veli-ieaing ruier. Asgcovernor of Upper
Caniada lie felt thiat the \liole responsibiiity for the suiccessfil adminis-
tration of the coloiîv rested tipon bis shoulîders. His sense of respotisi-
bilitv, however, wvas felt not towarcls thec coloiess, but towards the
H-omie Goveriiimenî, hentce Iiis extremre iiinwillingîiess to share xvith the
coliùists the administration of the country wlhich tiiey occupied.
Caniada did liot belon- to the colonists, but to Great Britain ; the
grovemnor wvas not appqinted by the colonists, or ini any w'ay respolîsible
to tiieni. H-e -\vas senît out to achninister a Britishî colons' ini tie
interests andi for flhe glorv of the country wvhich sent lîim. Truc, those
iiiterests and tlîat giory wverc to be expressed ini a happy anîd prosperous
condition of the colony, but the proper mctlîods and incans for acconi-
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