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strength, and opportunity is easily
aftorded of watching the iron and de-
termining when the proper degree of
heat has’been reached. When making
a lap or split weld at the forge no such
careful inspection is possible, and hence
it is that these welds as a rule are more
liable to be defective than the butt weld
electrically made.

THE SPARSE DISTRIBUTION OF TIN.—
In one of the recent publications of the
Geological Survey of Australasia the
writer calls special attention to the
singular fact—well known to metallur-
gists though not to the non-expert—that
tin is the most sparingly distributed metal
in common use. While there is scarcely
a country in the world in which gold
might not be profitably obtained, or
from which it has not been obtained in
the past, there are at the present time
probably not more than a dozen districts
in the world from which tin is obtained.
The tin deposits of Cornwall, famed in
history as the source from which the
Phoenicians obtained their tin supplies,
and which have yielded immense quan-
tities continuously down to the present
time, are now practically exhausted, and
the same may be said of the condition of
the ore deposits of Bohemia, Tuscany,
Southern Spain, and the Pyrenees.

In all the vast area of Asia but two
districts are known in which workable
deposits of tin exist ; namely, the Hunau
district of China and the Straits Settle-
ment and adjacent principalities, from the
latter of which by far the largest quantity

of the metal has béen obtained for many |.

years, o

Thus far no workable tin deposit has
been discovered in Africa. In North
America at present there is not a single
tin mine in operation, though promising
deposits have been located in at least
three widely separated localities, viz. :
Virginia, Dakota, and California, which,
however, proved unprofitable. In Mexico
extensive deposits of tin are known to
exist in the province of Durango, which
one day, when facilities for transporta-
tion are provided, will doubtless add
greatly to the world’s supply. At present,
however, they remain untouched. Brazil,
Bolivia, and Peru in South America
have paying tin ground, but the yield
thus far is comparatively small and is
confined to the two last-named States.
Lastly, Australasia is the source of a con.
siderable supply of tin from lately dis-
covered deposits in Australia and New
Zealand. At present the product is only
about one-tenth that of the Straits, but it
is increasing, N

As To Brooms.—Seventy-five delegates
of the Broom Manufacturers’ Association
of the United States and Canada in Chi-
cago began a discussion that it wag hoped
would result in a horizontal raise of at
least 10 per cent. in the price of brooms.
The Association, which represents almost
90 per cent. of the broom output of the
country, was called to this special meet.
ing for the purpose of getting better
priges for brooms, an advance being
necessitated, it is explained, by the
recent increase in the cost of broom corn.
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