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OI'TIONAL BALLOT,

Lebnte Concluded.

Mu. CLanzaa'™s Sppsoit.

Mr. Clancy, on risitg! to speak, first ex
pressed hles sincere regrot for tho unforta
nate cireumstances which had olliged Me
Fraser to ceaso apaaking. However, he
must say that he diasensed fiom the ground
that the hov. geatlem.n had taken He
beltoved that ho was sincere in his opinions,
and clatmed the santo right for himaelf. He
would say at tno outsot that he peranoally
hiad vo objeotion to the ballot.  He belivved
that tho vpen voto waam tho wmore manly
kind, but, on the other hand, would say
that if the Rowman Catholics of the I'rovioce
wore willing to accens the ballot he would
havo no objection. To hun it was not a
question affeoriug any mona rebigion ; of it
did, 1t would be the duty of overy man,
Roman Catholty and ’rotestant alike, to
oppose any act of tho !m{ialaturo which
would futerfere with the rights of any sect
or religion whatever s the country. Me,
Commnes had deliverol a speech which had
been very profuse, in which he bad extiaus-
tively proved that the Roman Catholice
wero loyal, Had the Kowman Catholics of
tho conntry como to tais, that the hon. gen
tleman must apologize for them and assort
thutr loyalty ? Ho disdained to discuss thoir
loyalty, aud dul not know why they shenld
boe siogled aut for defonco or apology. Me.
Coumes offercid a gratuitous insult to the
Romaun Catholics io trying to defend them
from a churgo which no on«that the speaker
know of had ma-le at all ; if it was mado it
camo feom quarters which should ensure it
nothing but contempr. If Mr. Conmeo
wauted an optional baliot why did he drag
in the animositics and hateful thiogs of the
part? He could seo no harn in Roman
Catholics going tu tho pulls and castiog tharr
hallots, in their voting in accordsnco with a
principle which had boen 80 loug in practice
tu the Province, and to which no man could
be found to object. There was talk of its
being forced upon them, and the House had
heen told that tirgots were in favor of it. No
sago man would, even if bigot« also aserted
it, deoy that two aml two make four ; no
sane man's course should be changed because
bigots also held it. The coutention that
the baliot should bo rejeoted by Raman
Catholics because it is given them with
ultorior otjectr Mr Clan -y regarded us far
fotched and lame.

Hon Mr. Fraser—My vimw of the ballot
canaot bo disposed of till after my idcas ou
the conatitutional point involved are knowan.
I am sorry to interrupt the hon. gentleman.

sir. Claucy, contiouning, usked if tho Pro
testants wero in a mivority in the Peovioce,
and if the Roman Catholie majority were to
ask tho Protestant minarity to accept the
ballot, would that minority resist it? If
the Protestant mivority wero unable to point
to overt acta of the majority, but, neverthe:
less, suspected the pu ity of its motives,
would it on that ground b+ likely to refuse
the ballot? Ho was urablo to come to any
conclusion that it would If there were a
vote under the secrecy of the ballot as to
the rights of othera thero would be good
reason to opposo it, but that was not the

uestion. Surely no one would say that the

oman Catholics misuse their ballots. Nor
could he see that auyone could point out
that the introduction of tho Lallot would
lead to anythivg further, or would affect
the status of the people of the Proviace, or
would impair thoefficiency of the Public or
Sepsrato Schools.  Thercfure, when his side
of the Houss suggested that a priociple
which was auvt new, but well tried, should
bo extended te the nunority, why should
auch an outery he raised ! If they wero the
inventors of the ballot, if it were not in use,
if thoy wure trying to giva it to the Separato
Schools first of all, there would be some
ground for ohjcction. But if it was wrong
for Raman Catholics, “shy was it not wrong
for Protestants ?

Under tho constitution, Mr. Clancy weant
on, cortain rights were assured to the min
ority. Keeping that in view, why shou'd
anyone bo oprn to tho chacge of having
hidden motives fur voting f.r the compulsory
ballot, whi'e now Mr. Conmeo was bringing
in a bill for & permissive bhallot, thereby
giving force to tho charge that the Raman
Catholic clergy bave coerced the laity?
The purpose of the ballot was that all men
might, in their vote, be free and emancipated
from the circumstuaces of daily lifo which
might ivfluenco their votes—from the influ-
ence of neighbor aud employer av vell as
clergymen. He coald cito cases in Public
School open voting where men had Yeen
prevented from voting becaute o} the pres-
sure at tho polls of neighbors, and he could
not sco why men should not be freo from
that. e could not seo any diff:renco be-
tuween voting in Separate School cle -tiona
and in muvicipal and legislative olections.
So long as human oature existed so long
would 1t be well to allow citizens to vote
sccure from thn inapection of anyono.
whether pastor. employer, ueighbor, or
cneiny. Thers wwas no reagson why Roman
Cathnlics should bo leas anvtious than others
for this privilege  He wnald not say that
the clergy were in tho habit of coercing
their people, but hoe woold say that mon in
that or in any other similar praitinn wauld
bo able to excrcise a certain influence if they

wished to do ao; and he thought it well to
protect all againab thie epecion of ol cvor

clon, whether L, wurd of ok, This he
thought au auswer to that obyection.

Tho chargo that tho Uprasition dosired to
destray and cripple tho Separate Schools,
Mr. Clapey declared to bo unfounded. I'ho
baliut would not unpsic then usefuincss, and
thero was 00 ¢aneetentions oh). otion to the
principle of scerot voting ; no one could urge
that he would be kept from the polia bocauso
ofit.  Mr. Conmes had dragged in all the ol
anfmositive b cottld, and had teied to make
out that tho Conservatives wote opposed to
the Separate Nashools and trying to force tho
ballot upon [omaa Catholice, Pechaps
threo-fourths of the members of tho House
woro opposed to Separate Schools, and y oar
ly all of the Cabinet. llo venturod to say
that the Attorney tivneral himself would nut
establish Separate Nchuols ta-day 1f ho had
the power  With such a [eeling on tis own
slde of the Houve it wis clap trap to try to
aseail the Cunsorvativea as oppased to Sop
arato Schools, and 12 was done for some cud.
Though the majority of the House, and tike-
1y of the people of Qutario, were opposed t2
ge;mmte Schoole, howover, hie thought that
they wou.d reepect thelr rights and would
deal justly by them, The question was a
diflicuit one, and groat responsibitivs rested
upon the maan who discussed it; but he
thought that the Uuvernment wero the ones
who were responsible, who had excited the
feching of the minority, who told them that
they were attacked, aud who said that the
motion to give them tho ballot was made
with hidden moatives. Thoe Roman Catholics
wero honestly alarmed, not because anything
was in might, but heeauso thay were told that
the C mservatives were teyiug to destroy
Separato Schools.

Hon. Mr. Fraser—\Vhat would my heon.
friend say to the platfurm of the Urange
Grand L.dge? Dorey by ¢sotend that tne
Orange Lody is not in faver of tho abohition
of Separate Schoole? Dies he pot admt
that the mombers ¢f the Urange body are
noarly all Conservatives? Wil he 82y the
P.P.A is not intenving to abolish Separate
Schools? Is it not thereforoidle to say thut
thera is no section of the community azainst
Syparate Schools ?

Mer. Clancy said that ke kaow nothing of
the Orange body ; he believed that once the
Liborals laid duwn a patlorm of appusnizion
to Sesamte Schools, and Mr. Fraser had
atayed the party.

Hon. Mc. Fraser—1 was but a lad going to
school then. Surely mv hon. friend wul pot
say that I was in tho Liberal party at that
time,

Mr. Clancy said ho was not discussing the
Conservativo party:if it included the Orange
men 10 the ranke, lis was gad.  Bat the op
positivn of the Liberal party to Neparate
Schools had not ceased until Mr. Fraser be-
came a man.

Hon. br. Fraser said that he had never
cast 8 vote nor had anything to do with the
Liberal party duringthat struggle.  During
hie connection with the party thero had nnt
been ous esyllable in favor of abolition of the
Separate Schools. Mr  Claney would not
be 80 frece with his challenges were he in a
condition to tako care of hinself.

Mr. Clancy re‘teratod his statement that
the Liberal party bad at one timn opp wed
Separato Schools, and that Mr. Fraser had
been reared in the cradio of Liberalinn,

Mr. F asor again denied Mr, Ciancy's
charge

Mr. Clancy went on tu say that the atti.
tude of the Liberal party had nut clisnged,
anpd that the Awtorngy Genral wauld But at
present take the res onmbnity of establish
ing Separa‘o Schools. It was nut the view
of the Urange Grand Lodge alune, but ot the
majority of the Liberal party. Biih pelia
cal partics were oppored to S parate Schools,

Hon. Mr. Fraser said that he did not
know of any Libcral propared to say that
he was going  fur the avvlition of Suparate
Schols ; ho did knuw of theusands of Con-
servatives wiho would say that

Mt. Clancy repeat d the opinion that th-
majority ta both parties wouald liko ta geo
the abolition of Scparate Schuols, While
he did not agree with that view, he beliaved
that they were houest in that opinion. 1If
the Roman Catholics have an enemy 1a the
Provicce it was tho Muniste: of Education,
who had alarmed themn and made their fo-
terest a foothall, and who, with no sympa-
thy at all with thein, was tolling them that
the Covservatives were trying to deprive
thom of their rights. The question was not
ono of religion, and religious issues should
not be iotroduced. It the permissive ballot
were adopted the same evilz would follow
as from the compulsory billot. The posi-
tion of the Governmeat with regard to that
was untenable. He would have no heaita-
tion in voting againet tho Lill, hrcause i*

was falge in overy way, bLecause it was the | ency as hitmnelf,

same half-way measure which had been )
taken with regard to the I'ablio Schools—a | v
measure designed to let tho Government | tho buii, on the ground that a desire had

down casy. Mr. Clancy then remaiked
that trustees clected by open votiog would
not bo likely to declare fur tho ballut, and,
in reply to a question of Mr. Fraser's, dn
clared that ho helioved in the muaicipal
machinery beiog used with the ballot for
both Public and Separate School electivns,
Ho further ‘eclared that the bill would
provo a dead letter, and concluded by aguin

deolaring that the Dballot would interforo
with v man s rehuivn,

Moesrs, Wihate, Bafuur and Clarke spoko
on tho samo subject, and wero followed by

MR. MYREDITH,

who said  Ho regretted ho was not io
oandition to do justice tr tho subject. o
would tirat speak of Mr. Conmeo,  Ho said
he seemed to have been set up for the special
‘mrp-)»o of introducing a heated debate.
Vhile he had been talking shout the loyalty
uf Irishmen to their country and so on he
had been m his heart at a Donnybrook fale,
and had beeu desirons of nothing 8o much sa
of tutroduciog heat into the debate. Mr.
Meredith objected in vory emphatic tering to
tho reference Mr, Conmeo had mado to his
attitade in 181, and to tho quotation made
from his speech, in which ¢, Conmee had
dretared Mo, Meredith had urged both
parties to unite against Roman Catholics as
agatst **a comman chemy.” If Mr. Con-
meo had read what had preceded this re
muk whivh he had ynoted ho woull have
aecn that he was referrfog in thia speoch to
somothing that had been writton by a very
high dignitary of tho Ruman Catholie Church,
wineh had practivally advooated keeplog the
It muan Cathohie vota apars from the two
political parties and giving it to whichover
party wauld givo most in return for that
vote This position, ho mnaintaimed then
and matutained now, was one in om)oaition
to which ull clisses of people should unito.
lte challenged the member for Algamns to
say tho expressions he had quated had been
used in any other eenso thau this. Yot the
hon. gentleman had dared to mako tho false
chargs agatnst him, that when he was call.
inyg upoun the peoplo to unite sagaiast a com-
mon enemy ho gad usked them to uwite
apatnst tho Riman (‘atholics. While ho
saud that, he stitl asserted that ho was finn
10 the po gy aad p inciples upou whisch his
party went to tho polls at ths last etection.
I'hey were defeated then,  Thoy wero
taunted continunlly with the mijoritics
which the Goveramont had secured. So
long as he had tho power to lead the Op..osi-
t-ou be did not care whether l.e was dct‘cn-d
onge, twico or three times to loug as ho was
defeated in standing by the priuciples in
which he believed. If tho House is to be
guided by the arguinents of hon gentlomen
upposite, then 1t would appear that if a
word wero uttered tunching the Separate
Schools one would oxcite the camity, hatred

y aud hustiity of the Kuman Lathuhic body.

Lo aught Lo necessary, 1o the intercsts of
toeae schouls aud of the Romau Catho ics
themscives, to make thesv schools tnoro
otlicient than thoy are, and this could
+iy Ue dons through the repressatatives
of tho people. Yet if theso views wero
avcepted, they wounid bo forbidden from
doing su. He wanted to kaow wherein
the church or any other body had the
right to dicta-e whit changes should be
malde in tae law. He, 48 a representative
of the weople, although ho did not worship
A% tao same altar as the Comanssioner of
Pulsivc \Warks, had precisely the same rignt
as that houn. geutlemau to discuss the quen.
ton without betng charged witn partizanahip
ot hosttitty to the Romau Gathuite Gnarch,
Hou. gouttemnen oppusite charge:t nim with
taising theeo cries for tho purpuse of helpiog
bimnself into ots  He did nout liko speak-
1ng ubout hauself personally, but he thought
his record showed lie was not ono who had
done much for the sake of othize. He had
sat for twenty odd years in tue House, aud
during that time he had sat to the left of
the Speaker, e b:lieved if hig ambition
had been wwhat was suggested, aunply to get
nto power, that he eoald have got oflive,
bt fie wauld not sacritica his priocip’es for
tho sake of getning ethic-.  No atlice in the
Vomivion would 1nduee him to forswear
what he beli-ved to be hta duty  The Cow-
wismoner of Pablis Waorkie had said that the
fact that Separatn School affaus wero in
evilouce was an indication that a gencral
ciectiyn was at hand. He suppused the
wdea was to unpute to tho Uppositivn the
mwtter of having brought them 1o evadence.
Bat ho would ke to knuw who mtroduced
the first bl on the sut._«ct this sea<ion and
who bad m de tho first 1. lainmatory speech.
Fue Houso h:rd hardly met pefore the hoo.
momuer for Algoma wtroduced his bill, 1f
uanybody was responsible for having tro-
duced the apple of dissord into the debate it
was Mr. Coumee. o had been carefu! not
to raise any question in the House relatio

to this matter, in view of the way in whic

e asa1ons upon 1t prosecded. The subject
having been introduced, he had moved to
make 1t a real bailot, and not a sham ballot.
Ho was withia tus rights in doing so surcly.
e was charged with inconsistency on this
quest:on. He did not care whether he
was conust-nt or not, s0 that ho wes
right today. Tho Attoroey - Geaeral
might as well be charged with inconsist
Ho had voted agnnst tho
balivt 1 1890 W any forin for Separate
Sghonls, aud now was prepared to vote for

gruwa ap fur 18 on the part of Roman Catho
lics.  Ho denied that the Provioce had over
«urrendered the power to  control theso
8 hon-ly, juat ag they cuntr mled othor achuols.
Cuming down to a practicable queation, it
eeemed to him it would Lo reasonable, so long
as theso schools existed, that a faic and rea-
sonablo system of text-bovks shouid be nsed
in the schyuls, and thav tho religion taaght

in tho achools should bo taught apart from
the matter in the text-buoks. Ho dentod
there was any constitutional reason why tho
Separate Scvhool Trustees should not be
oleoted by bailut, according to his recent
rosolution, Thero was nothing in tho ad.
vu 'avy of the ballot that conflisted with the
B.N.A.act. 1le was guing to vote againat
this bill. Ho belloved that iustead of
sottling it it would reopen the question.
The day was coming when the ballot must
bo userd for all schouls. \Why not sotilo it
now by making o law for both classes of
schools, settling the unestion oncoand for all
by declating the baliot muat be used? Ilo
had eafd nothiug and would say nothing to
hurt tho feolinga of anybody.

Ho had no sympathy with attacks upoa
any religious budy, Mr, Meredith sald. fHo
beltoved tn Roman Catholtes having all tho
religlous viglits whish Protestantsenjoy, and
ho would withdraw nouoe of their rights, He
had no aympathy with attempts to ostracize
Roman Catholies from cflice ; ho would give
the-samo pusition te Koman Cathalics as to
Protestants, but that had mnot been she
practico {n the country. He would not give
to any man o posit.ou to which ho was not
ontltled, and ono of the troubles of the coun-
try had beeu thatin the formation of the
Governincnt seotionalisin and soctarianismn
have had 82 tnuch influence, It would boa
guod thing for the country and for civiliza-
tion if 1n tho adminiat atlon of the stfairs of
tho country tho best mon woero chosen.
‘Fhieso {ufluences of aects and sections were
making ugaiost the tormation of united
Cauada.

Ia conclusion, he apologized to tho House
if his language had been too strong. At tho
samo timo ho wished to take back vothing,
for ho felt that ho had been uvjustly at-
tacked. e had vuver insultod by resolation
or by word any olass of citizsus, and had
novc:; said anything to give offunce to eny
croed.

THE ATTURNEY QENLRDAL.

Tho Attornoy-Goncral said Mr. Moredith
had tnade a very furious apoech, and he was
suce quito nine-tenths of it had bsen concorn.
ing hunsolf, what he had done, and what he
withed todo. He said ho could have gotiato
oftice if ho wished to. \Well, the hon, gentle-
man had been in Opporition for twenty years,
and was atill therv. Ha (tho Attorney Gen-
erat) did not know what he could have dono
that he had not dono to got oftice. o had
uot boen particular abous always takiog tho
eamn viows of thiogs, but stii hu bhad been
uusuccessful, aud ho (Sir Uliver, approhen-
ded he would still by uusuccessful as tho
ensuiug vlcotions. The hon. gontleman wsid
he stood by ins principics, e (the spsaker)
did not koow what tnose principles wore,
aud hoe thought the couatry did not. Thoy
had beon chinged 20 often. They had beon
changed 1u resard to tho very inatter that
wag now under discussion.  The Attorney-
ticaeral read feom a speech by Mr. Meredith
on the sulj-ct of the hallot aud Svrarate
Schools, he d:livorad s 1593, tirst remarking
that the 13sue now botwecu the two sides of
tho Houss wan whether the baltot, tf iatro-
duced 1% Separaty dchools, should apply
as 1 thu caze of Pubiic dchools, or should be
compulaury. Mr. Moercattt sad thon takea
the viaws the trovernment was now taking
oa this vory matter.  Thaep3s chin question
was made in January 23, 1893, and in that
spucch Mr. Moredith had stated that it was
not desirablo that the Houss should force
upon the supporters of the S«parate Schools
a eystemn of votuy distastefal to them  (Mr.
Mecredith—Hear, hear y  The Attoroey-{ica-
eral gaid Me. M re.dith took just tne oppoxto
position now  The Ryman Catholics of the
frovineo were not prepared to adoptthe ballot
in the way he now wished to compell them to
do: but there were aome indicstious that
they wero wilting to accopt it in the samo
way in which it was applied to Public
Schools. Me Meredith felt 1a 1553, as the
Liberal members of tho House felt it now,
thas the Houso shoulit act force upon tho
Roman Catholics a biil that was distasteful
10 them. But he now desired to compoll
Roman Cathelics to ad-pt tho ballot aysten,
Did ho not s+ how 1mpossibls it was to get
I .mao Cathelics to ucanicace in this when
the bill was foreed upon them from a Pro-
testaut staodpoint?  Mre, Meredith had re-
ferred to some dafficultiex about achool clee-
tiopy that had occared io two pluces, and
that, to», no% in overy year, but in
ono y°ar ur two years at the utmost, Could
the Protestant portion of the commumity
expect that Romau Cathoftcs would adopt
tho hallut to a greater extont than Pablic
Schools? That they wonid bo wiiliog to
adopt tho Lailot whon they are not asking
forit? It was tho Protestants who were
asking fur the ballot for Roman Catholics.
‘T'hose who advocated it said to them : ** You
wro too much in tho haads of your clergy ;
you cannot cloct the trustees you wish ; wo
want to give you the baltot for the purpose
of freciog you from tho influenco of your
clergy.” He was yuito sure uo Protestant
denomiuntion would accept o measure forced
ugon them 1 that way, If another dononii-
nation wero to approach it with the remark,
** You are not fros ; yon cannot do what yoa
Iike. It i geocesary tuat wo who aro op-
posed to your religion should interfore to
giwvo you tho righta you oush: to have,”
what would be the roeait? Why force the

ballot upon the Latholies? He approved of
tho ballot bimsulf, Ho thought 1t was tho



