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,i4ddress of I/te Executive Cnin iilee of ttec
jtritisZi Arnerican B3ook & Tract Society Io
t/te Ch/ristian Public.

OltIGINT 0F TIE SOCIECTY.
A snciety bearing the abov'e narne, has

-been recently forrned for the purpose cf dis-
eaiting religinus triuth throughout nur

lanti. The.Arnerican Tract Society extendeti
itr, operationis into this Province in July 1863,
emnploving that year one colporteur ; t i- next,
iight ; the next. twelve ; this vear (1867) ten,
1-eside the Superintendent. «More titan twen-
ty thousanti dollars worth of its p)ublications
were circulated, a considerable part of wvhich
wxere in grants to the destitute. In the pro-
secution of its work rnanv waste places %vere
explored, and numeros facts revealed, of fa-
milies aocd neighbornoods living withcut the
gospel. A deeper interest was thus awrakeui-
ed in Missionary Colportage, andi the circula-
tion of Religicus Bockq aîrd Tracts as a
means cf spreading the gospel among the tin-
Pvangelized masses. Iu 1866 the churches
of Halifax agrepti to co-operate %vith the So-
ciety in itsi henevolent work, hy contributing
one thousand dollars ini support of si *x atidi-
tionaI colporteurs. Early in titis year (1867)
the Scciety intimaietl, that at the termination
of its engagement with the churches andi th-?
colporteurs employed, ite. work in this Pro-
vince %vould be closed, the wide and dpstitute
fieldi ini the South anti West iequiring ail
their means. T1he ccmmittge and officers
proposeti that the church~es here should or-
,'arlize a society, to continue the iame work,
wiselv suggftsting tîtat aut institut-ion Éf the
kind, owned and conducted l'y the Christian
eornmunity of the Provinces, wouid commiand
more general sympathy and co-operation, andi
thus be more extensivelv useful. This pro-
posa] was acted upon. Several preiiminary
meetings have heen helti, aad a constitution
prepareti, the Society was fully organized
Aupust 2, 1867.

OBJECTS 02 THE SOOITY.
Its objeot, as defineti ini the constitution, is

to I diffuse a knowledge of or Lord Jesus
Christ, as the Iledeemer of sinners and to
promote the interesîs cf vital godliness and
s;ouati morality, by the circulation ,- Lhrough
colportage and other means,-of Religinus
Books and Tractc, calculated te receive the
approbation cf ail evangelical christians."

PLAN OF OPERATIONS.

The Society'a publications will be circulat-

1. Froin their Depositorv, as a central
source of supply, for clergymen, Salbath-
schools, farnilies, local Tract Societies, volun-
tary tract distributers, andi colporteurs.

2. By Colporteurs,--men of earnest ac-
tive piety and prudence, of love to Christ and
souls, seeking out the destitute, carrying the
gospel to thein in the printedi.truth, -and b>'
.personal praye.rful 4Y.art.

13. 13v Local Tract Sn)cietieq,-iw'her-ever
Clîristians %vill un;te ;n formng ther.-atiîd
hv the volun;-a-v effortts of Christiauis in be
hait of thje perislîing arounti thein.

CIIALA cruit A'ND PRINCIPLES.
It iq a Union Sociclq ; combinirng the~ effort,

and eulisting Ite co-operation of Ctiriqtian,;
of every namt-e, for the dissqeiniostion of thos-
foindamental aud soul-saying, truths on %vichl
they are aoreed, such as,. niait'-, native sin-
fuil;îtss,-tîhe l)uritl' andi obligLation of the lait
of God,-ihe troce andI jroper 1)iviniiv (4 our
Lord jesus Clîris,-tlic rueceqsity aoc] realitv
of 1-is atorement andi sacrific-,,-tiîe eflicienl-
cy cf Lte Hoiy Spirit in the wvork ni renovii-
tion,-the free andi fll offt'rs of thé- gospel
andi the duity of men te acept :t,-lîe neces-
sity of personal holineci -as, xvieil Ins ait ever-
iastiog suite of rewards aud pii-îist.meiit be-
yeiul tue grave."

lis work is mnissiornari ini its naptture, 3tr-
i ing te do gooti te ail mnen as it s'iall have op-
portanity, but carrvinc the gospel mo the? p)er-
ishing as its special ohject. eeekiîîg tthern out
i n the highwavs and hedgesz. oct waitinig for
theni tii cone for it. Ilt i.? bpnelin .I n' ta pv-
ciple and aim, seeking simplv to do trool 1'>
sools, supplving, the needv grattiitousli' wiîb
savitig truth, calîing out the voluntarv efforts
cf Christians,-its colporîtur work and grants.
sustaineti by Chiristian ber.eticence, andi it8
publications; sold as nenriy as possihle at cost..
It is a combination of the great instrumental-
ities, printeti truth anti prayerfol personai ef-
fort for souls. E ither of these, sinigly, wiîlî
the Divine blessing, bas great influence for
groid. But uniteti tbe one neîping the other,
their pnwer is vastiy increased.

NEED FOR SUCI! AN INSTITUTION.
Tlhat such a work, as is thîts undertaken,

ts necessary, must be obvicos te every Chris-
tian who will consider such facts as these ;
ihere are inaay nieighborhoods in or landi
that are very destitute Nvith respect te
the public o'rdinances cf religion. One
sucli hat io Sahbathi service for a perioti of
eleven y'ears. Tliere are nuinhers cf faniilie.s
in alraost every chr*Ïstian coran.unity, w1ho dlo
net avail themnselves oi tiiese meauis cf grace,
whien within their reach. H-undretis cf l'ami-
lies are founti living without the %word cf Gc<L
In one neighborhood eleven eut cf twenty
families hiat ne part cf the Bible. There are
thousands cf faniilies t1bat have alnicit no r-
ligicus reading. There is a sati siate cf ig-
norance in the xiids. cf multitudes respect-
ing the 0013' way cf salvation. Tnere art,
greot numbers occhiltiren anti youth grcwing
u5 without any adequate religicus inistructiou.

'liiere are thoiùsands cf impenitrnt oneb
arounti us treading in the Ilbroad roati," w-he
toc often have reason to sfty, IlNo man car-
eth for ray seul." Soda; tacte show the abso-
lute uecessity there is for uniteti carnest,
Christiani effort, cc-operating with the minis-
tU,> in d.Lqseminýa'.ng the truth, seeking to,


