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objection to it is that it is impossible to etnploy it in the case of very
sniall crystals, wbilst the rellecting gonionieter ii.-v be used to mecasure
accurately the angles of crystals only ý,th of an incli in size.

Roui 1)elisle, as the rest.it of bis researches, caime to the conclusion
tb.it the primitive formis of ail kniowni sub>stanices, iere only six in numbher,
namlely :--

i . 'l'le cube.
2. 'l'le regular octahiedron.

3. '1'l ie regular tetrahiedron.
-1. 'l'le rhomibolbedron.

5. 'l'lie octaliedron %vith a rhombic ba.se.
6. 'l'lie double six-sided pyrainid.
Tiiese Nvere announced in bis treatise on Crystallograplîy 1)ublislied

lin 1783, in wvhich lie figures no lces tian 500 distinct formis of crystals.
'l'lie %weak point of bis theory wvas the fact that the whole series of

formis of any one substance could be derived îiot onily fromi the
p>imtiive /f>rm;, but froîîî almost any of the series, thus rendering it
implossible t0 lay d wni an exact rule as to whicli of these Nvas to be
regarded as the true p)rimitive forai. H-e %vas guided in bis choice by
the largeness of developmnent ind frequency of occurrence of particular
faces and tbe simplicity of the figure tliîy formied. Thus lie chose hoth
cube and regular octabiedron, although, as wve nowv know,these formis
really belong 10 one and the saine series and ma'-, be derived tue one
froni the other. \I,.:y of bis (-on temipora ries .louibted not only bis
choice, of primitive fonm; bat thi: very existenîce of the series, andi
l3uffon's objections, as set forili in bis '« îNattirai Hlistory of Minerais '
pabliied ten years laier ( 1783), bore testimiony to the difficulty of the
important stel) take-n by Romné Delisie. Lt "'as far froni being ohvious
that ail the crystalline formis of a in 1 îbelong to one sertes.

As eariy as 1773, Berginaîi, a ceiebrated Swvedish cheinist, shewed
ini bis writings that lie recognized the importance of cieavage, and by it
lie tried to explain tue relationsIîir of the various fornis assumed by
the saine nîineral, wliicli lîad so interested and j)uzzled Delisie, who,
liowever, assigned littie or no importance to cleavage, speaking, as bie
does in -the 1)reface to bis treatise nîentioned above, inost contenîpt-


