
River, over which lie had travelled a couple of tintes. lus information
wvas Job-like and coinforting. Hoe said that the .Portaga dut Talon, the
fir'st p)ortago wve sliotuld conte te, wvas the very worst ho lhad ever en-
couintered, 'and that Le Grand Parreseux, further on wua not quite no
gfood.

0It had rained iii the niorning, but about noon the sky cleareil, the
suin cane, eut and aIl nature seemed to sinile as wve glided betwveen the
stee1 ,j batiks of the Mattawva Iliver, the outiet of Lake Talon. Tlic
scene had cla Nc vitli a vengence. Wc 'vere now slowly moving
bctween igcli rocky bluffs 150 te 2G0 feet higli. The warm celer of the
clilff, the dark green of the piies, the briglit green and yellow of the
biroli and Ipoplàart iningled Nvith auitunmnad tints, forid a picture ahl
lighit and colour' wvhile the bold jagged rocks and complete silence al
around macle the scene very grand.

ilalf a mile brouiglt us te Talon Chuit-, the largest fali on the
river, 'vhich drops at titis point forty-ttvo feet. Here ail 'vas life and
activity for- a large gang of men wvas at work building a tiniber alide-
inet a smnail allait' likze yen se by the side of thc Gatineau, but one

lag noughi te accouimiodate whoie legs etf any size.
With ltèar and tî'enblimg the canies 'vere unloaded and this terrible

p)ortage cornnencod, but as is uisualiy thc case the old proverb Il Thc
Dcvii is net se black, as lie is painted " hield good, for thougli rougli anci
rocky and tif andi do'vn huill, an leur sa'vw us safely on the othie' side.
Cressinig Pimiisc Lake, a sunny expansion, wve descended without
trouble the Pituiisce .Rapids, being tnrely shoals, the water rippiing
betwcen the stones w,%ith ne nui(,re for-ce th:in in a brook. That niglit
we caniped at tIe head of tIc Bouceaux Rapids. On the portage here is
a grave witil a rude cross at iLs bonad, cat'vcu roughly, -vith tIc inscrip-
tien IlAntoine Joli, drowned 1870." Vie afterwvards learned that lie
wvas forernant of a gang of riveî'-drivers, and thnt simiilar graves iniglit
be fouind on alinost ail the ether portages along the Marttawta River.

To proceed, passing, thc Bouceaux axîd Petit Par'csseux 'Rapids you
arrive at the Grand Par'esseux, wlheî'e, accerding te Mr. Grasswvci1, the
portage wvas net quite se geod as LIe worst lic liad ever met in bis life.
It wvas ail ouir friend liad describcd it, but by titis tirne obstacle
could steop us, and seon we wveî'e across 'vith aIl ouir geeds î id chiatte]s.
Le ( ,,t Paresseux is a very pî'eLýy faîl of soine thirty-feur feet, aliîst
pcî'pendiculnr. Thc Mille Roches R~apids and nxouth of the Amable du
Fons River wverc next passed and the strearn began te get wider and the
rapids wicked.

In thc Rose iRapids wve escaped with a, fewv pails of wvater and the
break-age, of a paddle, aiid i n the niext--tlie Epines Rapids-sed to re-
late one of LIc canees camne te grief entire]y. These î'apids are shallow
and the bouldcî's andi rocks in thexu verv close to(yether. In ret'
gcet dowil with Ioadcd caneies it is necessary te get eut into the water
and pilot your canoe 1jetween tIe boulders. Soeitimes you are up te
your knces iii wvatr, soxnetiuwes you are up te you neck ; you stub your


