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The day was over, at last. >rben, in the silence of the
night, followed by one or two whom ho could trust, lie en-
-tered the churcli. In loving reverence, with no word spoken,
as men handie the lifeless forms of saints and martyrs as
- may I say it ? - Josephi and Nicodemus handled the dead
Body of our Lord, they took down the Blessed Rood, with
its attendant -fgures of tbe Mother and St. Johni, from the
screen ; the stations of the cross, fixe crucifixes over "altar"
and pulpit, ail, in short, that the bishop, speaking by the
mouth of bis lay-cbancellor, had ordered theux to remove,
as " objects to wbich superstitions revererce was likely to
be paid ". True, the bishop bad flot personally ordered
their removal, but lie was bound by the acts of bis chan-
cellor, respoxisible for them to the Cburch - and to the
State. To such a condition of slaveiy - had " Catbolic "
bishops and clergy fallen in the " Fnglish brandi of the
Universal Church."

The sad task ended, and the " sacred images" -' idols"
their " fellow-Catbolics " called tbem. - housed, for the
present, at 1eas»-,, in the rectory, " Fatber " Butler retired
to bis room, not to sleep, but to pray and make reparation
for the insuits offered to His Lord " ixn the Blessed Sacra-
ment" for tbat, too, must no longer be <'reserved " as
beretofore - to Himself , His Motber and the saints by
reason of the removal of their images from God' s bouse at
the bidding- of " an impious and tyrannical State." Truly,
there xvas need of penance and of reparation.

There was g-reater need tban bie knew, as yet. Tbe
cigospellers, " tbinki'ng it just possible tbat tbeir "«zeal for
Protestant trutb"- miglit be foiled in this instance also -
as bad proved,,'to be tbe case - Liad provided tbemselves
witb a yet.more powerful weapon for use against " Roman-
izing idolaters." A: 'consecrated bost" bad been " se-
cured "' not reverently consumed - by tbe " apostate
priest," and, two days later, at a "'Protestant rally' i
MiddItbampton, exbibited, beld up to ridicule, and finally


