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in the right direction bas been made in
this matter, and I arn sure the result
wîll be only good.

Nowv, if it is desirable to perpetuate
our religious organization, it is a
necessity to add to its membership, and
if we expect to add to its menibership
we must work for it. Other societies
do and succeed. I would flot advocate
adopting many of their methods or even
endorse much of their zeal in that direc-
tion, for I know they allow it to over-
shadow, quite often, much more impor-
taut work. But we must be more
àggressive than bas been our practice.
Tfhe founders of our Society were. We
have a right to those young pepple
whom we have educated up to an age
and religious standing when they should
become members of some reiigious
organization. With a proper zeal we
can hold themn. That zeal may mani-
fest itself in many ways. We can
organize and sustain pocial societies for
literary advancement. Wz can get
t'hein interested in F. D. School work
and ini religious endeavor. We can
show them. that we are interested in
their spiritual growth-in ail that is best
for them. We can even Jet themn know
that they would be welcomne members
of our religious society, and become one
of us in the great work of the Society.
We can point out to them the import-
ant work our Society is doing and has
doue, and the immense inllue5 .ce it has
exerted in ail the great moral reforms,
and even in promnoting the more liberal
views held by almost ail] denominations
of to-day. For our Society bas been in
a marked degree the pioneer in moral
reforms, and in the advocacy of relig-
ious toleration, iiberalitv and growth.
A man, not of our Society, but of much
intelligence arnd religions experience,
recently told me that within his memory
the views of the different sects had
chauged much, and almost every change
was towards Quakerism. Every close
observer of the times can bear testi-
mony to the saine. Those of us who
have followed the course of the Andover
çoritroversy look on with feelings of

gratitude as the great 'bodies of Chris-
tians embraced in that controversy are
leaving their old moorings of utter
darkness and condemnation for the
heathen, for first a probation after death,
and then for the old Quaker doctrine of
universal liglet and a/fair chance/or ail.

T fully believe that if our viewvs,
reasonable and rational as they are, are
only rightly and promptly placed before
our intelligent young people, if due
encouragement is given themi in the
many ways within our reach, wve wili
hear no more of their leaving us and tlue
light which we can offer for any light
that may be gained elsewhere.

sP. Z.

THE B/ARD'S PER'PLEXITY.

To write a poemn. But on what subject pray?
Shall it be Spring or Surner, Night or Day?
Shall 1 with Milton mount the upper skies,
And lay xny lofty theme in Paradlite?
Or shail 1 go with Dante into iell,
And tell the wvorld. how fallen. spirits dwell?
Shall 1 with I-lmer tell how armies strave?
Or sing with Mloore the pleasing songs of lov-e?
Shall 1 like Pope write down what otherq thin.k,
Theii meagre ideas into couplets link?
May 1 lhke Shakespeare in the centre stand,
And grasp ail subjects îvith a master's liand?
With merry Chaucer tell a pleasing tale
0f Knight and Priesr, and Prioress with veil?
Shahl 1 proclaim the love that makes mens free,
Then die an exile ini a foreign sea;
Mvy tender infants froi ny bosoin torr,
My naine reproached wvith infamy an. cnrnlý
Or shall 1 sirig rny sarrowvs ta the %n%,rd
And have thein back in cold derisiun hurleii?
Or like the wonderous Wizard of the N. -rth
Froni theffleak: iountains caîl wild 1 eaLzityforth,
Then with firm bond strike the re.ýuun,1iing lyre,
And stir the irimost soul with martial fine?
NWith gentie Wordsworth cuunt the flouer; ;)f

Spring ?
W-ith youthful Keats immortal beauty -.ing?
With piaus Cowper sitng of g;ravedi.,e
Or lay my gift in Freedom's.skcred shrine?


