
AGRICULTURAL SOURZNÂL.

STATE OF" NEWXTYORK.
It As.se-ibly, Muretch 1, t850.

REPORT

0f the Special Committee on tihe Agricultural
Colleg.e and Experirnenîal Farta.

The select conninittcc te which wvas referred
the R~eport of the Comm issioners appoinled te
miature a plan for an agricultural college and
experimental farîn, and su mnucîr of tic -Gover-
nor's me àssage as relates te the samne subjeot,
te(TetlteT %viîh the macîncrials anrd petitions of
various boards cf supeirvisors, and agricultural
societies and private citizens iii favor cf tIre
saine objeet, have lrad the subjeot under consi-
deration, and submit the following

REPORT.

The great subject entrusted te the care cf the
cemnmittee, bas for several years past excited a
deep interest throughout the entire State. Twie
he distinguishied citizen who new fills the Exe-

cutive chair, has pressed it upon the considera-
tion cf the Legislature; various boards of super-
visors, agricultural societies and private citizenis
have called upon us te not in the premises. l'le
Comnmittee on Agriculture in the Assembly of last
year, submitted te the lieuse an interesîing
report upon the subjeet, whvlrih wilI be found la
their documents. The able board cf commis-
sioners last year appointed by tîre Governor,
have matured and reported a plan fer an agri-
cultural1 college an d experiniental farm, and th2-
samne is nowv upon our files. Public opinion stili
mnoves on in the samne direction and with. accu-
iiiulated power. It wvouId be but a wvaste cf the
uie cf this committce, and wearying te the pa-
tience of this Ilouse, again te -o over the ground
emhraced in those reports. The înost ample
justice is therein donc te lte importance cf tIre
objeot contemplated, the prescrit zlate and past
history cf .similar institutions, the branches of
knowledge ta be l-git, and the expense and
gencral outîirre cf the institution.

It seems necessary for this coramitîec nov,
only to present a fewv brief considerations, wvich
seemi called for by the nature cf tIre bill wvhich
they ask leave to introduce.

The cemmittee with entire unanimnity assent
to the correctness cf the conclusions arrîved at
by tîte said cornrnissioners, that such an insti-
tution as has thus been called for by se -%vide
spread a public opinion, should be establislied,
arnd that the saine .slreud hc founded by the
State. lne necessity for ils existence is found in
two very important facîs,, the first is, that twvo-
thirds cf the entire population of lte State is
otngaged in agriculture, it is the great occupation
cf our ciions aud the primary source cf our
wtiehatdemus so continue through ail future

time Whtevr ads t th vale ýthedignity
oflabor, tends tIr te elevationt in comfort and

respectability Of the great body of the people,
A very sliglit increase throughiout the State (.
the productions cf the earth, wiii annually relu:,
te the people more thian the entire amount wvhi(.
ivill bc expended on the proposed iristitutier,
shou]d that sum even exceed aniy contcînplaîi:
bounds.

The second -round for its neeessity is found
the niost remurcable fact, that ;vhile a very lar2e
majority of the inihabi-ants of the Union .1-1
cngaged in agriculture, wihile it is everyvlere
regarded wvi respect and hield in the highee,
favor, thiere is flot -upon the continent a solitar-:
institution where a trhrou-ý,zh scientifie and prar.
tical k-now]edge cf agriculture can be obtainced.
Millions have tDbeen expended in foundingr insti.
tutions to teachi law, theology, and the highü:
departments cf science and literature; and evt..
the blind, the insane, and the: deaf and (lun2
have flot been overlooked and forgotten. lBe
that great science. which lies at te fourtdalis
cf all others, and is par-amount in importancef
tem all, has been left te struggle alonoe as beq
it xnighit, guided by the ffickering ligât cf a.
uncertain experience, and unaided by the fo!r
tering- care cf the government which it sustairý
The results of modemn improvements, and lie,
progress made in the present century, in té'.>
seicnce cf agriculture, demand at the hauds ~
the State the most favourable consideration
this subjeet, and tIrai tlîis great desir-atumn shoui
be supplied %vithout fartier delay. The giL.1
farmningr interests of thiq State have too long beci
overlooýked and forgotten, cr satcrificed te il "
interests of more antful or more dlamorous bodiC'.
But now wvhen their wants are understood, a
their requests are duly prmente(l te our conip
deration, hey are toc reasonable te be lonrciý

postponed. To this point the attention cf yý..
committe hias been earnestly directe(]. IV
have been urged instead cf followirîg, the recoin.
mendations cf the commi-,sioners above refer 1.
te, te advise the establiffiment cf agri-cultun.i
clepartments attaehied tu eome of the prese:
literary institutions of tIre Siate. And varioý,
reasons have been presented Io ouT consiide.
tion, in favor cf this plan ; but your comnite
have been entirely unable te satisfy themselve.
that this course -%vould be wise iu itself, o a.
factory. te tire people of this State. Ail 1!
memorials referre d te your comnuitee fror
whaîever sources tlrey xnay have emanated, i-
wvell as the reports and recommendations -ibav
alluded te, concur in favor cf "11au azricultu-.
coleze and ex perimental fa-irm." Èùblic opir
nion 'has been clirectecl Io thisé mode cf accor.
plishing the desired enid - arld seems te y(,.
committee te have conceurred in it. They liar'*
been unable te discover from any source the'
the course first above refeTred t0, wNouid be *
accordance wvith the wishcsç cf any considerabtli
body cf our feîloiv citizens, unless it bd tiioei
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