
54--Vol. Il.] LOCAL COURTS' & MUNICIPAL GAZETTE. [April, 1866.

stend of amiending the false thundation, we
colible the superstructure, and enforce a nomi-
nal uini.frnuity of twelve, when common sense
would dictate, either the abolition of unanimii-
ty, or the reduction of the jury to sucli a
number a-s woul make real unanimity more
easy of attainment.

We have been surprised to sec a Canadian
judge reviving the obsolete endeavor to compel
a pretended unanitnity in a jury by a species
of moral torture. Sonie persons were indicted
nt Montreal for an attempt to kidnap one Mr.
Sanders. Tlie trial Nvas very protracted, and
on the 2Utli October th"ý jury retired to con-
siler their verdict. Tt wvas soon apparent to
themselves that thiey wcre not likely to agree-
and they sent to the Judgc to say so, and held
frequent conft-rcnces witlî hiim, hoping that he
mîgrht convince the doîtintig. Thle day passetl,
the niglit camie, and a-ain înorning; but no
unanimity. Thli Judgle then ilirected that the
jury should lie trLeatedl with food and fire.
Day after day passed, adstill no verdict. At
leng-th, on the 30th October, after licing iocked
up ten daYs and rnights. andl ail this moral
torture fitihing to force thein to violate their
oatlis and give a verdict con trary te their con-
victions, they wec dischargcd, and the pri-
soners were remanded for another trial at the
next sessions.

Lt votid lie imnpossîible to find a stronger
proof than this of the defects of the jury sys-
tem a,, at present l)ractisefl. It must lie as-
sumed that the dimre'rnce of opinion wvas con-
scientieus. Sa ' that sev~en, were for a convic-
tion andi five 'o- an acquitta), or wliatever
micht have been thet actual proportions. Let
us se what it wa,; that the Judgesultt
effect liy toi-turing then. That miglit produce
unanirnity of ver-dict, but not unanimity of
opinion. No man is inaster of bis convictions.
What tlie Judg-e wanted, te effect liy the pun-
ishment lie inflicted %vas, that some of tliem
should give a verdict, contrary to their convic-
tions, whicli means, that tliey should commit
perjury. But say. that the diff'erence was net
real, thiat it was oticyor partiaiity, and
not conscience; can it lie just te punish the
just men of the twelve equally witli the unjust?
Look at thîe quesýtioni in any light, there are
overwhelming arguments against tlie requisi-
tion of unanimity of jtirices in cr-mimaI cases,
save uipon the one juiincipie, that no man
should lie convicted of crime unless the evi-
douce suiffices to convince twelve other men
cliosen by lot. But, according to this princi-
ple, if the jur'y is (livided in opinion, tlie pri-
soner would bce entitled to an acquittal ; and
moreovor, it maises the further question, whe-
ther twelve is the precise number whose si-
multaneous judgînent is desirable, or if the
enis of justice iniglit not lie botter accomn-
plislied by the unaiiniity of a lesser numnler ?
-Law Times.

Suit C. O'LoOHFLIEN'S Bill to amend the law
relating to juries in criminal cases, proposes
to give power te.ie judge to ailowv food and

refreshment to the jury while considering their
verdict; to discliarge the jury if they cannot
agree to a verdict within a rea.sonable time;
to authorise the beginning of the trial agyain if
a juror be taken iii ; and to sanction a verdict
boing taken or a juror discliarged on a Sunday.
The judge is to be empowercd. if he think fit,
to discliarge the jury on account of the zudden
illness of a juror, or a witness, or the accused,
and that when a jury lias licen discharged the
accused may be tricd again. -La w Timnes.

CATTLE PLAGUE LEGISLAT ION.

The Cattie Piague Bill (No. 1) has becomo
law. It is but a fragment of the original
Bill, the oinitted parts of it l>eing transtèrred
to Mr. Ilunt's supplenienitary sciieme. Its
outline May lie stattd in fpv woerd4. Lt con-
firins ail the questionable Orders of the Privy
Council, and the still more questionable Or-
ders made by the quarter sessions in pursu-
ance of thîem, and continues tliem until alter-
ed or revoked. It conatitutes as the local
authorities, in cotinities, the general or quar-
ter sessions; in the nietro-polis, the Board of
Works ; in hioroug(li8, the tow n concils. The
local authorities are emnpowered to formi com-
mittees of their own niemlbers, or others, and
delegate to themn ail tuie powers of the Act,
except the making of a rate. They are to
appoint inspectors and such other officers as
nîay be necessary, with sucli paymient by sal-
ary or otherwise as they rnay think fit, whieh
officers are authorised by the Act to enter ail
premises wlicre they have reasonahle grounds
for supposingé that cattle are diseased.

It is then made Conipulsory upon the local
authority to cause ail diseased animais to lie
slaughtered and buried, and the sheds etc., in
whicli they were to lie purified, and their dung
etc., to be destroyed. And at thcir (1 '».cretion
they may direct the siaugliter of cattie that
have been herded with (liseased animais.

The local autliority is to cause cattie so
slaughtered to lie valued, and to pay to the
owner, in the cases of liseased cattie, compen-
sation net exceeding £20, and not exceeding
one-hlf the value; and for cattie siaughtered
not being then diseascd, a sum not cxcèeeding
£25, and not exceeding tliree-fourtlis of the
value of such cattie.

The exceptions fromn the provisions of thîs
Act, and the further regulations relating to
the removal of cattle, and the Orders to lie
made by the local authorities, wiil lie con-
tained in the Bill intro. luced by Mr. Hunt.-
Law~ Times.

But what shaîl we say to America, who per-
nîits a conspiracy against a frien dly country te
lie openly organised, soldiers eniistcd, funds
coliected, and the forms of a governient te
be conducted, in its principal city ? What
would she have said if we had se done? The
lives and property of British sulijeets are im-
perilled by an organised party in another
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