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The inaliifacture of Alenieon lace haId greatly declilncd even before thie r.Uvo1ultion,>
andi wvas alraost extinet wvlieu the patronage of Napolcoui restoyed its prosperity.
With the iail of Napolcon this nianufacture again derliniecl, aiii whlen in IHI1n
attenuipts were imade to revive it, the <ld Nworkerr,, who lIad been specially trained to
it) iail passed awvny, and the new wvorkers eould not ac<îuire tie -art of xnaking the
pu~re Aleneon ground. But they made maguipificelit lace, aund Na enIII wvas iag-
nificeuît in his patronage of the revive(lmnfcud

while it is elear thiat Franice derivCd the art of imaking Alencon point froml Italy,
yet, along wvith ail the coluntries of ilorthcrn uopl Gernany and E ugland, sie is iii
the main indebted to Fiauiders for lier knowlcdgiýeof the artof lace xnaking. Flanders,
as well as Italy, dlaimis thie invention of lace, amud, notwitistinding, itis gloriotus pabt,
the lace trade of Belgiumn is miow as flourishing as at any former period. Brussels
lace is widely known as Point d'Angleterre, for the reason, it is said, that iii dic
seventeenth century the English, after ~'imytepigto estalish its mnanifiacture
at homle, ougit up the finest laces of the flrussels market, smluggled thein ovcr ta
EnglIand, and sold thien as Etiglishi point.

'l'le simnggling of lace is a very important andi interesting feature in its history.
Fromn 170(1 downward we arc told! that iii Engmtnd the prohibition of lace wvent for
totingi. Ladies wvould ]lave forei-n lace, and if tlmey could not snmogle it then-
selves the smuggler brouglit it to theni. Il Books, bottie.q, babics, boxes andi uni-
brellas daily poured out their tasr."Everybody smnuggled.

At one pecriod iucli lace wvas smugg-led into F rance froin Belgium by mneans of
dogs trained for the l)Irpose. A do- was caressed and petted at home, feid on the fat
of the land, then, after a season,7 sent arross the frtontier, whecre Ile wvas tied 111, hiaif
starved i aud illtreated. Tite skin of a bigger (Io- wvns then fitted to his body, and thce
interveîuing space filled withl lace. Tite dog was thien allowccl to escalie and nuahe
his way honie, wçher. lie ivas kindly wvelcomued, w~itth lis contraluand cliauge. 'ihec
jonruneys were repeated til the Freuccli stomn-Imouse, gel tilig scent, by degrees puit an
end to the traflbx. Betiveeni 1820 aud 18.36 furtv tlîolisaudt two huumclrcd amnd scveluty-
eight dogs wverc dcstroyed, a rcward of' tlirce frnsbeiuug, -mveuî for eachI.

The thread use<l in Brussels lace is of the 1irst importance. It is of extreune fitie-
ness, and the best qiuality, spun iin underground roonis to avoid (Iryness of thme
air, is so fine as to bc alunost invisible. 'l'le rooamu is dmrkenecl and a bcgon
of dari, papier is arranged to, throw ont the thrvad, wlîile only a single ray of lighit is
admitted, %vhaicli falîs upon it as it passes the distaif. TVie exquisite fineness of this
thiread mnade the rmal Brussels grotind so costly as to I)rtent its production in other
countries. A Scotch traveler in lTxTq savs thiat "lat Bruisscl.q, fronu one' pound of fimix
alonc, tley van manufacture to the vailue of seven lximnd(rcdl pounds sterling."

In former timnes the gromnd of Brussels lace wvas inade both hy rieedle and on the
pl)loi. The -ieedlc.grounid Nvas; worked fromn one flowver ta another, vwhile thie pillow-
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