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ivili permit. Lot us thon soriously consider whother our present system
is the best adapted to the situation or thiat we can make uise of! âliglit
it not 1)8 tvel to onquiro wlîothcr we aro iîot attompting too muchi in some
directions and too littie in othors ? 1 liesitato about expressing the opin-
ion that an effort is being niado to incronse the number of cortain so-
callod superior edueationlal inistitutions to the detrixnont, of a truceloe-
rnentary systorn more iii corrospondence withi the roquirenients of the
masses of our peoplo, iii othor words, that the tondency is in the direction
of highor oducation, whicli under the circumistances niust 1)8 limited to
the fow. It must not ho imagined thiat, in the inattor of education gene-
rally, -ve are retrograding in this province. On the contrary, %vo are mak-
ing rnost cornmen(lable progress.

(Haro the President quoted frein tho last report of the Superintondent,
figures iii proof of tlîis staternent).

Our position, the Protestant positior T mean, is undoubtedly a peculiar
one. But I have hiad spocial opportunities of judging and I now ivish te
say that I bolievo tho majority are disposed te deal witli us in the fairest
aird inost conciliatory spirit. (Ilear, heoar.) We have the alrnost ontire
direction of our educational institutions under the control of a suiperin-
tendent of education wvhoin in iny officiai capacity I arn happy te wei-
corne he6re to-nighit and whose broad and liboral views are well known,
ably assisted as lie is, among others, by a gentleman who is no ýstranger
te this assod.ationy 1 refer te your former secrotary, Mr. Rexford. The
Protestant Committee of the Oouncil of Publie Instruction is composed of
a body of mon, wvho wishi well te the cause of education and who devote
themselvos unrernitftingly Vo the task that lies before them. I know that
thiere is a disposition, as there always is in matters of this kind, te, criti-
ciso at times the management of this body. But, wlien the rnultiplicity
of difficulties that surround thern are taken into account I ti'rik that,
muchi credit is duo and wvill bo fre3ely and generously given thern for tho
zealous mannor in which they work. (hý pplause). The6y have made very
considerablo and praiseworthy progress, for instance, in tho mode of dis-
tributing tho superior oducation nioney. Formorly, it w-as ontirely a
matter of political favour se far as our acadomiecs and high. schools N'ere
concerned. Now, tle systom of inspection of our acadernies, highi schools
and model schools, lias, I rejoico te say, porinitted the accoiplishimont,
of a groat deal aud, if in 1)o other way, it lias hiad tuie offect of apportion-
ing the suporior oducation inonoy according to tho monits of the respec-
tive institutions. Thoe reports of the inspoctors est.ablisli boyond a doubt
that Yery conisiderablo improvemont is beiug made in the matter of
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and I only trust tlîaù the incentive whichi the Committeo desire to offer
inay have tho offect of leadinig Vo stili funthor improvenient in that direc-
tioni. if I miglit ho parinitted an observation, it is this, that I would like
Vo, sea our academies or highi '3choos-fbr the terms are really convertible
--oonfined Vo our large rural centres. Our population is sparse and a

282


