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NORM.'%AL SCHOOL

liv MISROB3INS, B.A.. PUPS!nENT.

In travelling from, Edinbuirghl to Carlisle by lightniiig
express, sixty miles an hour, the towns along the route flash-
ingr by with indescribable speed, ail that I could do was to
hold on to the seats with both hands. Have you not léilt a
similar sensation i your work, the pressure of each day's
task beingr so grreat that ail that was possible wvas to, hold on,
no time to, examine whither you were goingY You had
just to trust to the systemn under which you were workingr
to bring you safely through. Let us make our association
meetings littie stopping places along the teachers' roads,
w'here w7e may review our position and form plans and ex-
amine ideals l'or the rest of the journey. To-nigrht let us
look for a while at the most important feature in the school -
room. More worthy of regard than the chalk on the black-
board, or even the books and the teacher, is the child. Let
us examine hlmn from one point of view only-the side of
character. Dr. Arnold sald of mere cleverness, IlIt is more
revolting to me than helpless imbecility seemingr to, be ai-
most like the spirit of Mephistopheles." To increase mental
strengtli and dwarf moral power is educational madness.

I saw children punished for faults that their ancestors
ought to, have been punished for atid praised for qnalities


