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-TtE aunual report of the school committee of Boston
for 1897 shows the followingr facts. The number of sehool
children between the ages of five and lifteen, w~as 81,947;
of these 61,850 attended public sehools and. 125,272 attended
private sehools. The number of regular schools was 6.58;
special, 20. Regualar teachers, 1,681 ; special, :229. The
cost per pupil, $26.07, being tw%.eiitv-eigrht cents more thau
last year.

Practical Hfints and Examination Papers.

THE LITERA.RY OBLIGATION 0F TRE TEACIIER
0F ENGLISH.

BY FREUEUXICK WILIAMý. COURN.

If the resuits of composition Nvork ini the secondlary sehlools
are unsatisfactory, the non-professional character of the
teachingr may probably ho assigned as one of the chief causes.
A person chosen to teach music is ordinarily supposed to
ho e~le to play and sîng botter than a, inre amateur. A
teacher of drawincg, ivho grave up ail his spare time to
admiration of the w'-,ork of other men, ieer himself ess-aying
to makze pictures, would miot be on the road to greatest
success. The best, resuits in imparting th e principles of
any art are obtained by the mant who is himself master of
the art. The mere critic, nwhatever the sweep of his mental
horizon, cannot teach action so effectîvcly as cam the mail
of action.

The application of the generalization to English coin-
position is easy. In the m;ajority of our sehools composition
is taught by amateurs-professional teachers, if you like,
but amateur Iiterary craftsmein. Soimebody has remnarked
that ini the traditional American, collegre the professor of
English was invariably a gentleman wvho had uever wrttten.
ten lines that any onme wvould read twice. The modern
university has got, away f rom that; its English dlepartment
is apt to be a hotbed of literary productioni. The idea,
however, is only now begrinningr to make itself felt in the
lower schools, that the teacher to make ptipils write is a
person who writes.

The success of the English departmemt, at Ilarvard ouglit
to be a constant inspiration to every secondary school in,
the country. Everp freshmam there cornes to feel that he


