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whatevcr, stili iîoid their place in our received Greelz text. That text
is, indeed, la bl aseci on the 'edition of Erasnîus. The %vorlc of
Ximcnes %%as mucb more caret ul and elaborate.

Fromi Dr. A. E. I3reen's 'Introduction to the sttudy of Holy
Scr-iptture," publislied at: Rocheqter, N. Y. ifî IS97 w~e get further
details. ''A portion of ten months at mnost," wvrites Dr. Breen, p.
4759 Ilcould at the utm-ost have heeti devoted by Erasmus to the
text, the Latin version and the notes ; wvhiie the oly manuscripts lie
can be imiagined to have usc are Codd. Evan. 2,, Act. Paul. 4, ai'
stili at Basie. He tised Apoc. i (now iost) alone for the Apocalypse.
Ail these excepting Evan. Act. Paul. r, wcre neither ancien[- nor
valuabie, and of Cod. i, lie made but snizali account. As Apoc. i
w~as mnutilateci in the Iast six verse!s, Erasmius turned thlese into Greek
fromi the Latin ; and some portions of bis version, wvbich are tound
(however some editors may spc.-k vaguely), in no Grccek maliuscr<pl
wizateve-, stili cleave to the received te\t.

Wlien Ximencs iii the iast year of hiz, lié wvas sbowvn E rasnîus'
edition, which bad grot the sl,.rrt of bis own, and bis editor, Stitnica,
sought to depreciate it, th.- noble old man repiied, Il would to God
that ail the Lord's people wei e prophets ! produce better if thou
canst ; condemin flot the industrv of aniother-." I-is generous con-
fidence in bis own wvorl< wvas not mnispiaced. H-e bad many advantagcs
over the poor scholar ani 11)c e;îierprising pTinter of BasIc, a,,nd le
liad not aiiowecl tbemi to p.îss unimproved.

IIt ii evident," concludes Dr Breen, "l thýat the Greek text ha
fiot been preberved. to u. iii ail it.: pri.-tine intcgrity as it camne fromn
thc inspirecl wviiters' bands. But neither bas the corruption s0 in.-
vaded it that it shouid be conbidlered as an unreliabie tount of Scripture.
Th-- Hebrev, Greek and Vulgate Latin, rem.rin three autbentic fouints.
At times, one is more correct tban another, and the collation of ai1

three is useful tu the understanding of any one." IlThere is scarceiy
a verse " observes Professor Kenvon on page 3of hb book- "ii xvhicb
tiiere is not some variation of ph:rase iii sone copies. It is truc (and
it cannot be too empbiatically tte)that none of the fundaînntia! truths
of Cbristianity rebt on passages of wbicb the genuincss is doubtfui
but it still i eniainsb a miatter of concern to us to knoxv that our Bible,
as we have it today, represents as cioseiy, as may be the actuai words
used by the w'riters of' the sacrcd books." D.


