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ââîDMUN])'ý BURKE ivas one of the greatest p)hilosop*hie
statesmen and orators of modern times. The exact date
of bis birtx is not known but the most popular opinion is
that this extraordinary man first sawv the light of day i

Dublin on the twelfth day of January iii the year sevenleen litn-
dred and twenty-ninc. -ils father -%vas a Roman Catholie, but iii
order to retain a lucrative government position, ho became a
inember of the Anglican Church. Buirkc's mother was a stalinclî
Catho]ic and died professing that faith îvhich was so, éiar to lier.
The one daugliter iollowed the religion of the mother, -while thec
thrce sons, Tarret, Richard and Edmund wverc bronghit -up ini t.he
religion of the father. B3ut, althoughi a Protestant, i2urlce was
flot a bigot, and throughiout his entirc life bie ivas alwvays thbe
champion of the oppressed IRoman Catholies both in ËEaglandl and

Iî reland.

At the age of eleven, I3urke's education m'as tntrustcdl t.o
.Abraliaîn Shiackleton, a Quaker, -who c.onducteid a private sehool
nt Ballitore. a, village a, few miles outside of Duablin. It -%vas to
this humble tulor that Burke owed bis future greatnosFi. Thie
good nian inst.illed into the heart o! bis young pupil two qualities
that stood hlm in good stead in after life-namely-love or ju-
tice. and pify for the oppressed. N,)r wvas Burite îrngra,,teful to
the mani îho mouldcd such a st.erling character in hiim-'<IIf 1 ain
anything today," he saidl, "it is the education 1 bac] there that
bas iad-e nme .'o." And -%v.len lie heard of Sbackleion's dcath,
wbvichl ionk place in 1771. lie ivrote: '"I had a true, honor and affec-
tion for that exellent man. 1 fel something lilie a satbiisfactioni
in the miIst o! iny conc-ern, timat I -was fortunate enoughi to have
hlmi inder mny roof before blis departuire."

1in 174S Bi3rke graduatedl with bis Bahlrsdegrce froni
Trinity College-. Diuring the five ye.ars spent at ibis institution,
lie ws not. a stifdent aecording to thie idials of a college pro-
fessor. but, 1ilze niany others, lie studfied only those subjece that
appealed illost to0 lîlîxi. HIe tels uis humuseif that lie had four

<'fror' '' 'fuor -ca beatius' <firor logiens", furor ''lis-
t.oriczus" andl 'firor pote Is. le was an assiduouns reader and
lost no lime. in faet, lie iiuwchl prefcrred passing the boum-s of
recreation iii t bis manner. 1-is brother Richard said o! hlmi-


