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I>a6tor anb pIeople*
GOOD ANI) ILL.

The wid bee sucks from bitter thiyme
A savory, iucious honey,

And gathers sweets from noisorne marsli
As weii as bowers sunny.

The oyster in lier sulent home
Conceais a grievance cruel,

Till from hier painful cross and wound
Is wrought a precious Iewei

The leives assaiied by blightirig llast
With hectic flush are tainted,

Vet gorgeously in aftermath
The forest kings are painted

And Winter gives a biting kiss
From chiiling lins and hoary,

Vet clothes the pal ace and the wood
Witb wondrous, rnatchless glory 1

The gathering ciouds confront the suri
With threatening storm and thunder

rhat spoil our day-but rainbow cornes,
A beauty and a wonder1

And base-born smoke, searing te heaven,
Obscures the blue so tender,

Yet lies at feet of dying day
A wreathed, crirnson splendor 1

The opal's luster is a flaw
0f fissure and refraction,

The ruby's giow a cosmic throe
In sudden, flerce contraction

And what is good and what is ili
Lies far beyond our knowing,

And what is fair and wbat is foui
Seems oniy in the showing

And we in life's perpiexities
May spare our pain and guessing,

Since bees and bivalves teach us how
Frem evil te gain blessing

Le i in the very train of iii,
Hope's visions are attending,

And days that spring in leaden gloomn
hlave oft a golden ending i
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A 8SACRED TRUSýT.

1',VJOHiN IRT ON, ..

"Watch ye, and keep tbem, until ye
weigh themn before the chief cf the pricsts,
and the LPvites, and the princes cf the
Fathers' bouses cf Israel at Jerusalem, in
the chambers cf the House cf the Lord."
These are the words with which Ezra (viii.
29) committed to the chief of the priests the
silver and the gold and the vesseis designed
for the service cf the L')rd in the temple at
jerusalem. The igurney was long and
perilous; at least four months would be
spent skirting the Syrian desert and de-
scending te erusalem. Nor was the way
safe, save as Ilthe hand cf cur God is upon
ail tbem that seek Hum." Su to these
tweive was entrusted the treasure, te be
kept truly until, the iaurney accomplisbed,
the trust should end ln the chambers cf the
House of the Lord.

The ascended Christ "lgave gifts unto
men " as he led captivity captive ; and those
gifts with which he enriched bis church are
given Ilfor the perfecting cf the saints, unto
the wcrk cf ministering, unto the building
up cf the body cf Christ ; tili we ail attain
unto the unity cf thç Faith, and cf the
knowledge cf the Son cf God ; until, in
short, the S iviour's prayer be realized, that
bis disciples manifest the unity which he
bimself bas manifestcd as between the
Father and the San. Plainiy we have not
Vet reached that coilsummation, nor arrived
with cur trust te "lthe chambers cf the bouse
cf the Lord." As Ezra and bis ccmpainicns,

nor possible ; nor is it desirable that the
endiess centroversies that gather around 1
Calvinism be considcred ; in the days of
th e Westministcr divines evangelical theol-t
ogy was Caivinistic ; Arminius would have
been more than satisfied with the " moder-
ate Caivinism " cf our puipits to-day.
The church that retains the Westminster
symbols dlaims to be but one of the evan-
gelicai churches of the land. Nevertheless
there are certain trusts that may be empha-
s.zed as speciaiiy heid by our Cburch te-
day, among its companion plgrims to the
chambers of the House of the Lord ; some
broad principles which its subordinate
standards enshrine, to which assent was
,given when adhesion was declared to the
doctrine contained in the Canfession, and
which we may earnestly and confidently
hold.

First.-Catholiclty. Calvin deplored
division as one cf the greatest evils that
couid affi ct the Church cf Gud. The Can-
fession was a determincd endeavor for un.
ity in the f aith. Its spirit is eminently
Catholic. Miark its definition cf the visible
ch urch: "The visible churcb consists of al
those throughout the world that p!ofess the
truc (i.e., the Christian) religion together
with their cbildren " (xxv. 1, 2-4 ; xxvi.
i). No intimation that succession in an
Episcepate is needed te make its organiza-
tien regular or valid ; ne setting up cf a
speciai form of ordinance as a barrier te its
fu communion ; no Insertion of rules eDj Dcm-
ing, cg., Ilbuying cflone another," thus cm-
pbas*zing the dividing uine; but a full recogni-
tion as brethren cf ail throughout the world
that Il are unlted te Jesus Christ their head
by His spirit, and by faith bave feliowsbip
with him in bis graces, sufierings, death,
resirrection and glory." I am not contend-
ing that there is no narrowness, bigotry and
many other ugly things among us. I am
simply presenting some marked principles te
which wc ministers gave our assent as we
reccgnized the teaching of Scripture volced
in the subordinate standard.

Seccndy.-Thc Soriptures are empha-
sized as the foundation covenant cf the
Church, Ilunto which nothing Is at any
time to be 'added " (i. 5-7 , xxxi. 4 ; xxv. 5).
Over ail decrees cf councils, opinions cf
ancient writers, doctrines cf men, and pri-
vate spirits is "the Holy Spirit speaking tn
the Scripture." As a Church we may have
erred in interpretation. "lAil synods or
councils since the apcstle's times may err,
and many have erred." Our tcstimony at
ail times may not bave been free from the
baser admixture," the purest churches under
heaven are subject both to mixture and
error," but ever before us we have set as
our arbiter and guide Ilthe Word cf Ggd."
And as ail Scripture testifies cf Christ, the
exaltation of Scripture is the exaltation of
Christ. Wc hear frequentiy in what are
known as progressive circier, 1"Back to the
historic Christ." That bas ever been the
position et the Presbyterian symbais. Back
te those Scriptures which testify cf Him.
No doubt our vision bas often been obscur-
cd, imperfect, even double ; but the princi-
pie remains, and thitherward we ever
struggle -

Thirdiy.-S:ress bas ever been laid on in-

Oair entire system centeriog in the Genera
Assembly is a constant reminder that

" We are flot divided, ail one body we,"
that as "lail saints that are united to Jesus
Christ their head by His spirit and by faith,
have fellowship with Hlm in His graces,
sufferingF, death, resurrection and glory,'
sa also they I"are bound to maintain an
holy fellowshlp and communion in the wor-
ship of God, and in performing such other
spiritual services as tend to their mutual
edification, as also in relieving each other in
outward thlngs accordlng to their several
abilit.ies and necessities. Which commun-
ioD, as God offereth opportunity, is to be
extended unto ail those who In every place
cail upon the name of the Lord JeEus"
(XXVi. 1-2).

Here are four golden principles enshrin-
cd in the Confession that have been weighed
out to us for ofierings ini the house of our
God. Catholicity ; Supremacy of Christ as
in the Scriptures set forth ; Individual re.
iponsibility ; Cirporate Unity. Are we earn-
ing as wc journey, the final IlWell donc ?"
With what joy the faithful custodian of
Ezra's company would empty out bis rich
treasure upon the temple floor and rejoice
as the scales gave evidence of a trust faith-
f ully kept. What shame and confusion if
amid the general rejoicing IlTekel-found
wanting," should be recorded. Ah, the ban-
ishment and outer darkness.

In thus emphasîzing. certain principtes
wovcn into the very texture of our Presby-
terian polity 1 am not secklng to draw in-
vidious comparisons, 1 am prepared to sub-
stantiate the statement that they are sù
thoroughly inseparable from our constitu-
tion that wc may safely dlaim themn as
special deposits and to present them as
incentives to a more decided conviction that
we have as a distinct branch of the Christian
Church distinct witnessing ta bear. May
Our congregations ail more thoroughly ap-
preciate their trust, and realize, amnid the
distractions of this closing century, that they
have a great work to do.

TUE l>REA CHER AND THE
TIMES.

But you ask me, Must not a preacher
keep abreast of the times ? Yes, just as the
angel did. He tells them nothing new in
science, gives them no lecture on contemn-
porancous history, nor does he go back into
the past and tell them of sins their fathers
committed. Hie is fully up to the times as
regards the sins.of the people to whom he
speakF. And thus, whlle you beware of
usurping the places of editor and professor,
claiming to be a preacher, beware also of
wasting breath on heresies which are dcad
and sins which are passed away. Di flot
spa.nd your time denouncing the worship of
Jupiter, nor Iearaedly refute the errors of the
Manicboeins, but talk to the people of the
sins they are committing and the temptation
which assail them. If you will deal honest-
iy and faithfully with ail the farms of sin
found among your people, holding up ever
the atoning blood as the great remnedy for
sin, and Jesus as the great exemplar in
righteousness, you will find you wilI have
more th an enough whereon to speak with-

A (GREAT COJAYDMENZ':
DOX'T IVORiRY ABOUT

TITE MORRO W.

Iake tlierefore no thought for the morrow. -Matt
X'1. .34.

This is one cf the pissages that Mr'
Robert Ingersoil reads and pronoundcs it

folly. But is it not rather one of the wrisest
sentences ever uttered ? The original
meanE, " Take no anxious thought," Or, l
the language of evcry-day iife, I D8t
worry." Christ applies it to the futures to
food and drirk and shelter and raiment. l
saw clearly that the anxlety about the vl
of to-morrow, that neyer come upOn us,
causes a million-fold more suftering and
death than the evils that come. Hee 5a«
that multitudes perish of worry about the
hunger and thirst and exposure that neyer
come, for cvery one that actually dies Of real
hunger, thirst and exposure. Christ showO
cd His infinite wisdom in avoiding tbe
supreme foliy of Mr. Ingersoll, and 5aYing'
" Don't worry," lnstead of saying, '9 DOLn't
perish of hunger, or thirst, or coid, orel
posure.» He at the same time showed 1i5
infinite beneficence is revcaling that unil

sal and loving providence in which everl
one who will " scek first the kinrgdonm cf
heaven " can find sure refuge trom the dreaô
and the worry. 15 there any lesson thOt a
hurrying, worrying world 50 needs to l'r
as this one of safety and peace from the liP5
of Jesus ? Is not this a great conTlmand'
ment with promise ?-Extract from" nt
at thc Mcaning of Texts," in 7he 0We'
ReVieW.

TRE BROKEN BUCKLE.

You have read ln history of that ber0

who, whcn an overwhelming force was '
full pursuit, and all his followcrs were urg-
ing hlm to more rapid flhght, cooly disnflut«
cd, in order to repair a flaw in the hOlers5

harness. Whilst busied with the brckefl
buckle the distant cloud swept down in vnCt-
er thunder ; but just as the pranciflg os

and cager spears were ready to dash do wOi
upon him the flaw was mended,th 3P
was fastened, the stced was mounted, and
like a swooping falcon he had th*nsedfO
their view. The broken vanisheoud fa0e
lefc hlm on thc field a bimutd aveIo
glorlous prisoner ; the timely delaY sent

him in safety back to his bustiing conirades.
There is in daily lite the same luckles'pre'

cipitancy and the same profitable deîay

The man who, from his prayeriess aeak'en'
ing, bounces intolthe business Of the daY'

however good his talents and great bis d'li'
gence, is only galioping on a stecd harnes«

sed with a broken buckle, and muist 12 t Oaf

vel if, in bis bottest haste or more bazardcuJ

leap, he be left inglorious in the del and

before hand, bis neighbour is duehset

ail in order betore the march begins.
Jamnes IHamzillon.

4fCThe Chriçhjan Register says :-" '<rh to
are religious tramps who go frorn techu
church, there are also the wcîîrooed 5church
goers who may be found in the sanieCh50

and in the same pew from SandaY to LD

day. The minister expects tO eiL'dUrch
therejust-as an ,ot-er-p-rt-ofthe n
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