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A PASTORAL EXPERIENCE.

BvV VRDANT GREEN.

A =pse a lait in is old cushioned chair
And hdhis face with its sad look et care,
As luraed froni is books te tht rire burning low
lie vacantly gaied t is iluil tuddy pleis.
As judge lie revitwed te give judgnaent lit last,
Tht wotk et a Sahbath, the day thal was hast ;
fîle thouglit et the Sanctuary service tbat mon-
01 those who were pesent, grave, glai, and forlertu.
lie knew they %-et hurgrV, lue served them witli (oei,
Was pleased wiîh himucît, yes, the sermon was geod-
Again in itit evcning, liow elie hlldbeen
In painting to eJeusihie SaviDur ot men.

Th wepeiere mos'cd as he spa'ke oet liii love,
Ilis sfeInglis cdraî, and 1 las glary above,
Andl Pile, c'et tht sernmon was teirly beCun,
Hall whispcred so soilhy. ils ionied ',"Weil donc."
But n0w as lis conscience spoke leudly and stern
l le lives 'ertInht Sabbathu in gravest cencern,
1 le ju-iges is w-ork, ilu ihe cries, «'Ail is vain,
1 neyer sbeuhd preacb in a pulpit ngain."

- Ucgrieveî 'et tht pride that has toit him a day.
And fancies the àMaster wll çat hom awal.

Witb Éears coursing clown is piItsaddened tace
lie pleads aithue Éironte (or paildon and vrace,
And the Master receives withl a sinile let î bat Dight
A seul Ébat hadl windeted away trom the light;
Net in vain was that Satbath, a lieart was ai rest,
Tht pastos was onetÉtant was bumbhed anid blest.
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TU/E FA4 MIL Y BIBLE.

13Y IiSV. J. A. R. DICKSeN, B.D.

A beautift act, that is se coturnn and se trequent on out
American continent as te be called a custnm, is tht giving te
tht newly mnarried couple a Family Bible. It is ustîally a
handsome volume, large, et cear print, finely illustratcd, with
concerdance aînd a mass of papiers by tht toremeost biblical
scholars that leave littie te be desired beyond tbem, for the
erdinary reading and study et tht sacred Book. IL is an ex-
cccdinglv appropriate gi(t (or suchi a niemorable occasion. And
ne doubt, it is prized as a book, hewevtr it is regarded as a
revelation. 1It is kept caretully as an lornanent, whatever may
be theught et it as a Guide and Cotnsller for lite. It is in-
vested with a sacredness because it was a present trem leved
parents, wbethtr ts trot sacredncss as a disceverer et the
Divine Love in its unspeakable tenderness and grace is seen
or net. Il is etten shownvo t visitrîrs with a great degretet
beco'xing pride as, "Imy father's gift," or, " my înother's pre-
sent," and aînong tht kînd remembrandes that Ieving frîends
and îell-wishers stnzi te tht newly-îved, nne expresses or
clearly speaks forth mort than tht large Farnily Bible. In-
telligently given, it is a decaration et far-reaching affection,
et a leve that looks through tht mists et timne inte tht bright
light ota blessed eternity. It is a grand symbolic prayer for
their highest weltare bere, and hereatter.

1 bave in my possession an ehd Family Bible, imprinted ai
London, by Robert Barker, Printer te tht Kîng's most exceh-
lent Majestie, 16i." It bas on ils margin Ilbriet summantes
and expositions upen tht bard places," and in tht midst ofttht
text illustrative engravings of tht tabernacle in the widerntss
and its,,ik, candlestick, etc., and tht Royal Throne et Sol-
emen, and aise tht Ilargunment " et each book set right in its
front se that ne ene need read in darkness. It bas, tee achapter
preceding the Newv Testamer.t, entitîed, "lTht printer te tht
diligent reader," explaîning tht marks in tht margin and their
use. Il bas inscribed in old English chirography on the fly-
leat, these werds, which arc again written in modern Englisb,
IlI will keep it as long as 1 live, and îvhen 1 arn dead ring eut
tht bell, take ibis bookc and uise il wel." Then fohhews tht
nateftthe owner. Was it used ivell by tht frst owner and
the second ? \as il a lamp tlîrough tht stormy days through
ivhich they lived? as it a sield and buckler tethem in their
spiritual canflicts ? as it a viceoetlove, drawing îhem te
I-inawbe is Love? \Vas ir te themn a channel et divine quick-
ening and grace ? Did it ceitoni them, speak pFeace te them,
cheer themn and bless themn? Did the old grandmether read
it oten, and lay ber spectacles upen ils outstretched pages,
while she pondered and prayed ever tht truth she had just
receuved ? Did tht children g-ither round ber knees wile sht
'read its tbniling stories ? Did tht voung men and yeang
wemien Iearn ils boavenly wisdo n4? How much this eîd book
ceald tell, coald it speak I Ging on four handred years old,
il is stUll, i greater p-trt, as clear and beautitual and 'veIl-pre-
served as nt tht beginning et its service.

Tht Fanaily Bible is put te a use %s;hich is oten et great
momnent-it is a tamily record, the naines et the parents and
children with their respective ages, and places et irth. and in-
teresting tacts connected with thern are sot dewn in order in
the heart et tht bookc ; on tht dlean leat in tht hcart ot tht
book. Wffould that tht Bible itself ivere pt in the hearts oftihe
parents and children in every herne ' That is lits highest and
noblest use: " These words wich 1 command thet this day
shal bc in thine heartL"

The Family Bible represents.tbe worship et tho hoasebold,
iè is tht symbol et prayer, et obedience, et subjectien te divine
autherity, et the ruhe ot God in the Flouse, and bow mightily
influential it is for good'

Richard Knili, tht zealous missionary, never saw tamiîy
wership at home, and îvbtn ander pecuiar circumstances ho
behcld il in tht home et a Mr. Evans, it had a weondertal effecz
upon bis seul. This is bis ewn acceant et tht matter, I had
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ncver been present at tamily prayer in my lite. Tht first
night 1 %vas in this geod man's house, about nine o'clock he
rang the bell, and his shopmen and servants aIl came jie the
parlour and sat down. 1 looked with surprise and wondered
what ivas corning next. \Vhen ail were seatcd he opened the
Bible and read a portion, and thus let God speak to bis bouse-
hold. Thcy then arase and (ell upon tbecir keces. The sight
overpowercd nme. 1 trembled ; I almost fainted. At last 1
kuieeled down too. I thought of îny past lite ; 1 thought of my
present position ; 1 thought, Can such a guilty sinner be saved?
1 heard but litt!e of my kind friend's prayer. AUl my sont
seemed turned i upon myselt. My conscience said : 'This
is how truc Christians ive ; but bow have 1 lived? God bas
not been in aIl my thoughts i but nov I iill begin tu seek
mercy."1

This conviction ot sin led to bis conversion and consecra-
tion ta God's service. Philip Henry, the father ot Matthew
Henry, the tamous conîmentator, ias very zealous in lus use
of the family Bible. Indecd, it is tu that habit of bis, fathfutly
maintained, that we owe one ofthte best commentaries the
world possesses. He lield that " family worsbip is tamily
duty. lie would say semetimes, 4 If the worship ot God be
flot in the bouse' write 1 Lord have miercy upon us,' on tbe door;
for there is a plague, a cursei it. He thiat miakes bis bouse
a little church, sball find tbat God will make it a little sanctu-
ary."' Mattbeîv Henry, wbo irites the lite of bis tather, tels
us bow exemplary lie was in this duty, beginning witb a short
prayer, tollowed by a psaini, then the portion of Scripture that
came next in order. WVhen be rend, lie ahways expounded.

I'He puts is cildren, îvhile they ivere %vitb bam, te write
these expositions from their own recolle tions of theni, and
wlien they were gone from Iim, the strangers that sojourned
with bum did the sainie.

IlWhat collections bis children had, tbougb but broken and
imperfect ints, yet ivere of good use te tbem and their (ami-
lies, îvhen aterivards tbey ivere dispersed in the world. Some ex.
positions et this nature that were plain and practical, and help.
ing ta raise the affections and guide the conversation by the
Word, bie otten wisbed were published by some good band for
the benefit of (amulies ; but such was bis great modesty and
and self difidence, that bie would neyer be persuaded to
attempt anything of that kind himself, thougb few were more
able for it." No doubt the suggestion~ lies here whicb Mat-
thesv Henry carried out in atter years.

Burns pourtrays wth tht power et genius, the typical
Scotch home in is " Cottar's Saturday Night," wherein the
,sBig Ha'l Bible I plays such a charming part. And John
Howie in bis " Scots Wortbîes," speaking of the good Regent
Moray says. " His home was like a holy temple ; atter meals
he caused a chapter of the Bible to bc read, and asked the
opinions of such learned men as were present upon it, not eut
et vain curiosity, but froin a desire tu earn, and reduce te
practice îvhat it contained."

Oh, what unspeakable delights are found in tht study et
tht sacred oracles 1 Dr. James Hamilton tells us tlîat hie was
%.nce tohd of a cottage patrîarch, îvho ivas born an those

dave when Scotland bad a Church in a'most every bouse
There was ont in bis tather's dwelling ; and wvhen he pitchted
a tent for himselt, he buihded an altar. Round that altar a
goodly number of olive plants grew up, but, ont by ont they
were tither planted eut ini families of their ewn, or God took
themn, tîlI be, and is old partntr found thernscîves, just as at
their first eutset in lift, alone. But their tamily wership con-
tinued as et aId. At last bis telow traveller ett him. Stili
he carried on the famihy îvorship hy himselt. So sweet ivas
tht memory et it in his tathtr's bouse, and 50 pleasant had be
found it in bis own, that he could flot gave it up. But as lie
sat in is pleasant habitation, morning and tvening, bis quiver.
ing voice was overbeard singing tht old psalm tune, reacing
aloud the chapter and praying, as if ethers still wershipped by
bis side." Oh blessed Book enshrined in memeries most
sared ! Tht sheet anchor of the home; tht swettener of its
lite ; tht brightener ef its hope ; tht enlarger et its beart
tht seurce et its virtue, its excellence and its strength. Happy
is tht household that honours thet, and reverences the God
e! aIl grace that thou revealest. And dark is tht home in
which thy heavenhy ligbt is net permitted te shine. XVbat cati-
come te tht hearts tliat beat there but earthly joys, and short
lived pence, and long lived nistry. Shahiv e net set this
clearhy, and believe this Iuly-the Bible is tht best builder et
home. it sanctifies it and saves it. Let then, the family
Bible speak, and rule, that al miay rejoice.

DOING GOD'S WILL.

What is the end of lite ? Tht end of lite is nt te dogood,
although înany ef us tbink se. It is flot te win seuls, altheugh
1 once thought se. Tht end et lite is te dothe ivil etGed.
That may bc in tht uine ot deing geod, or it may net. Fer tht
individual, tht answer te tht question, 1'What is tht end ot
lite?"l is - To de tht wil et God, whaiever that may bt.

ýpurgeers replitd te an invitation te preach te an excep-
tionally large audience, I have ne ambition te preach te ten
thousand people, but te de tht will et God," and he declined.
If we could have ne ambition past the will et God, out ives
would be successtuh. If wevo uld say, 1'I have ne ambition te
ge te tht heathen ; 1 have ne ambitien te win seuls ; iy
ambition is, te de the'vit1 et Ged, whatever that rnay bc," that
weuld make out lives ail equally great, or, cqually small,
because tht only great thing in a lite is, %vbat of God's will
there is in it.

Tht maxmum achievement et any man's lite ater it is al
ever is te have doe thteiill et God. No man or weman can
have dent anv more with a lite;: no Luther, ne Sp'îrgeon, no
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WVesley, ne Melancthon, can have done any more with their
lives; and a dairy-maid, or a scavenger can de as mach.
Theretore, the supreme principhe upen whicli we bave te run
our lives is te adbcre, througli geod report and iii, tbrough
tcînptation and presperity and adversity te the will et God,
%vherever tlîat may lead us. It may take you away te China,
er yeu, who are geing te Atrîca, may bave te stay where you
are ; yeu, wlio are geitig te be an cvangelmst, miy have te go
inte business ; and you, wbeo are going inte business, inay
have te beceme a'n evangelist. But there is ne happins
or success in any fle LtIl that principhe is taken posses-
sion et.

Hew can yeu build up a lite on that principle il Let nie
give you an outline et a littît Bible reading. Tht defiiîition af
an ideal lite" A man atter Miante wn lueart, vvho vvill tful ail1
Mly lawv." Tht object et lite: "1 comte te de Thv ivili, o
Ged."

The first tlîing you need ater lite is foodi. I My meat is
te do tht will et Hini that sent MNe." Tie next thîng yeunera
atter food is socicty : Il Ht that dcth the sv;ll et lly Father
in heaven, tht sanie is My brother, and sister, and mother.,
Yeu want educatien Il"Teacli nie te de Tluy will, 0 God."
Xou want pleasure : 1 delight te de Thiy ill, O God." A
wlîele fle can be built up on that ont vertebral cehunin, ar.,.
thon ail is over - IlHt that doeth thet iiloe God abîdeth fur.
cver."-Pro/. Drumsggod.

If hA VY LA DEN.

Our Saviour's invitatien as te the labouring and tht hîeavy
laden. How many efthtenî arc scattered through ibis wtary
worhd ; laden ivithu sin, îviîl grief, witlî cares, with %voes, with
sorrews ; pressed down by peverty, suffring beneath tht
hand ot disease; tried, troubhcd and afflicted.

Tht Savieur bid the lieavy.hadcn coeot Him and resi
Will yeu net conte, O weary, lieavy-liden seuli Lite is
brief, lime is shert, eartlu is a scene et treuble, toit and cen-
fict ; yet there is rest te come. But wt need flot wait (or
that rest. There is rest ever. now te these whe take Chrîst's
easy yeke, and learn et Himi ; ter Ht lias said : "I1 arm neek
and lowly in beart, and ye shaîl find rest te your seuls."1

Rest fer my saut I long te find;
Savieur of aIl, i mine Thou art,

Give me Thy meek and lowly mind,
And sîsmrp Tliy image en my heart;

Break off the yokcet inbred sin,
And tully sel mn),spirit (tee

I cannot rest tlti pure witlin,
TuilI1am whlly lest in Tlee."

TRUE TERJIS OF COMMUNION.

Hew much is iltotebc amented that tht Christian werld
shouhd be se viohently agitated by disputes, and divided int
(actions on points whiclu, it is alloevd, in îvhattver way tliey
are decided, de net enter into tht essentials of Christianity1
When iih thettue -arrive when tht disciples et Christ shafl
cordially jein hand and beart sith ail whe belcl the Head, and
ne ether terms et communien be insisted upon in any church,
but îvhat are necessary te constitute a true Christian ? The
departure freni a principle se directly resulting tronm the genius
et Chrstianity, and soetvidently inculcared and implied in the
Sacred Scriptures, bas in îny apprehlensien been productive of
infinite mischiet; ner is there roern te anticipat tht period
et tht universal diffusion and triumph et tht Christian religion,
but in consequence of ils beîng completely renounced andi
abandoned.-Robert lIail, D. D.

A SUCCESSE-UL PRESCRIPTION.

A Christian worker relates : "A doctor in a ceuntry dis
trici as ene very stermy nipbt quiethy sitting by bis roonu
fire, and heping, as helistened tetht wind and ram without,
that hie vuld net bc calhed eut. A minute or two later a
servant entered with -. note. Looking atili, tht doueor saili,
1'Seven miles' rde:. I suppose 1 must go.' Siletly hie rode
tir tht flrst six miles wvitbout meeting any ont ; then he no.
ticed r cart drawn by a half-starved haoking herse. Ht hookei
for a driver, but feund nne. On hie %vent for anether mile,
îvhen hie noticed a dark ebject staggoring ahong in tht middle
et the road. As tht doctor came up, tht owner ef the horst
stammered eut : ' 1 say, docter, is that you ? 1I ant you 10
give me a prescription ; thcy say you art real geeci te the
poer, perhaips you wili give iltot me fer nothing.' 1 1Wei), my
triend, what s it that ails you?' saîd file docter. Il want a
prescription fer keeping my legs (rom turning into the
saloon.' '1 cannnt give you it, my man, but there is a grea!
Physician, as friend et mine, ivill give yoa what yoa wanî:
' Oh, tell me where lie live3, that I may go te him, fer l arr
in danger et lesing bothi body and soul. Days passed, anG

-again tht dector saw the same figure on the road, but not n.
toxicated this ime. Ht came up, casuglit tht doctor by the'
hands, and wiîb tears rolling dovn bis face, hie said, 'God *

bless ;~nu 11 That was alt, but the dectot undetsieed th-at the'
great Physician had deai ih humi, and bad effecteclb a cure:
e. both body and seu]. For Him'ne case is tee desperatei,
He can save ante tht uttermost."-Czrisj'iaii.He-ald.

WOR THY 0F NOTICE.

It is îverthy of notice that most of tht wvriters andspeak:
ers %vho are dinging ai tht churches tor alleged ineffilciency,0
and praposing tbis ind tht other imprevement in preachinpg z
and Christian work, are tiet frequenters ef bouses of worshp, -

rartly listen ta tht Gospel and hardly knosv anything o e a.
pieus hearts and liberih hands are doing for tht ahîttiatuon ofr
humant suffering, tht instruction et tht ignorant and makîcgi
knoivn tht glad news et salvatien. Il would be more censist1
tnt fer these who are nduging witb se mach complacencil..
in exhibiting the shertcomings ef tht churches te make sont
application et tht Gospel te tbcmselves.


