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e~botce ziLterature*
A MCD£RN JACOB.

»YBRESTZR STUART.

SOIAPTEtL Yi.-(Continued.)
Mis. Bacorne had hepes that under the benigu influence

of the teapet ber new daugbter might thaw a little, but,
soehow, the wedding supper was a failure. jacob's hap-
pies Inahd not affect, d bis appetite, but bis wife ste spar-
, gly sd ouly of the plainer dishes, refusing the othersWkh t !lpes that $he was uot accustomed to eat rich food,

wbileMr. Balcume'a mind was wholly occupied with the de-
elnalr t lp uobi- l clothes the minute supper was

ever.
Wbeu they tose from, the. table, young Mrs. Balcome

went iute ber zoom, from which &h.c merged with s long
ginghsm aprou , snd began gsthering up the glass and
silier 1 as thuugh ahe had done IL ail ber liCe. Mts. Bal-
cone a iemoustraucea hsd about as much effect as though
ah. had brushed back the south wind ; ah. be -an to have s
quert feeling couceruiug this soft-stepping, sulent daugh-
ter-iu.law, whose eyes seem te inveutory the contents of
cinius loset and lineu press.

Young Mis. Balcome answeîed readily and respectfully
any questions put to her, but voluntee.red no rernarks, snd
the asveuiug wore ou very slowly. On separating for tbe
night, ahe said, 'IlGood-night, Mother Balcome, good.uight
Father Balcotue," accoxupanying eacb salutation by a f iesty
peck at their checks, sud se the long-iooked-for day came
te its close.

l'armer Balcome sa a long time getting to sieep that
sigbt. He turued snd tosaed sud veuîed bis restiessuesa on
bedciotbes aud piliows.

ilWbat la If, father 1' ssid his wife, as bc ast up in bed
sud dlrected au impatient thrust at bis pilIow.

41Oh t nu"hi,, nuthin'," he suswered, flouucing down
spou it.

11 What do yen tbiuk of ber ? " asked Mns. Baicome,
after a little sileuce.

I dunno'. I've anytbiug against ber," said Mr. Bal-
corne, addimg, af ter srnuute, '0 sud I dunno's l'y. sny
special drawiu' tow aid ber. She seema spry and tidy, but
sornehow ah. makes me feel as thouFb I'd got caught out in
su euat wiud wiîhouî rny weskit o.'

Hia vite did net seecm to have suy snswer ready, but as
thesettled heiseif to sleep, oh. aaid, 4'I guesa 1 won't cal
ber Mattie, suter al."

That eveuiug proved the key-uoie of the days that were
te follwm. Youu< N(rs. Balcome pîoved herseli misîres
he sciene of houa.keeping in ail its mysterious branches
She swept sud dus ed sud bsked snd biewed, sud made sud
mended with uufl gglug iuduitry. Net s dollar was wasted ;
uotbiug usa uegiecied. Always unruffltd sud respectful, il
wua impossible tu iay eue'a finger ou a single shoît-coming ;
sud yeî, as the weeks weuî by, ah. seemed no neaici than
ou the day te.caeme.

Mr. Balcome sud bis wife, tbough frugal, liked a liberal
table sud aiways used freely of the products af the faim ;
but siter youug Nits. Balcumes sdvent, tbis was graduaily
cbauged. She made ne commenta, but ber silent avoidance
of ail dsiuîies speke louder than words, sud ater s wbïle
Jicob began to question the fies use ef cieam sud eqsç.
Other little changes crept in. There wss les compsny Iu-
vited, sud su leus use of the itting room sud pariouî, wbîcb

Oiiq dva',non1e'cor sixweeks after the wedding, Mis.
lcodiet was astoniahed to find that the curtains snd court-

terpane sud the rugibhil dissppeared from ber daughter-in-
isw's tuom.

IlWby, Matha," ah. said, Ilwbst on earth possessed
you te strip your roornsu0? Ih looks dreadfully baie with.
tual patchwork quilt and those paper curtains."l

lThe others were much tou g s<d loi eveîy.day use,"
answered you g Mia. BLcorne caily, "suad I bave packed
tbem away."

Il Wtll," said Mia. Balcouse with a aight flush ou
ber cheek, 41if you dou't waut the rugs, l'Il put them in
the. parleur."

44Vemy wel." asa the quiet reply ; "Jscob wiil get them
out oet h. chest wheu liec c'res i.

Bat, semehow, Jacob furgot them that day, sud îhou.,h
remladed once or twice, coud neyer flud a conveuseut time
te, get theus, au 1 se the maiter waa dropped.

You gMis. Balceme took apeciai care of the poultry, se
that It did uaL aeern strange wheu Jacob sug.ested thai
Martha ought te bave -he egg monry, but wbeu, a few
mutha ister it wus iuîimsted that the butter meuey, also,
abeuld corne te ber, cont-idering the s.hare ah.te ok lu ita
mak .g, the eider wernu acquiesced wids some reluctauce.
Bat, as abe ressoued with ber.,elf, Maîtha neyer wa.ted any
of i, sud ih u simpiy fuiesîalling ber own disposai of it,
oaly-4nd ibis sa whst hurt-lt aeemed lilce takiug the
reins eut ef ber haudi, tbe reinàs ae hb-Id wisely, if s uitile
tlbly, fer îbirty yraîa.

And tbis teudeucy showed isfinl other wsys. Many
duties, tu wbicn ah. bsd been sccustomed, her dsughter-in-

Immreiuatsd managme an f he fAru hme wsntho

uniforus succesef Mii .Jseob's plana. There wuasmre-
thing stsrîling in its inevitabienesa. Did ahe make s sug-
gestion, sppaîeuîly lu the moat induffereut rnood, it was sure
te eryâasiize inoas definite resut ; sud the atrauge part et
it wss, that wbeu the desiied end came ta pasa, i as
siwsys, seemingly, tbreugb the wishes ef soute other mem-
ber ef the famiy; sometiaes Jaeob's, sornetimea their ewn,
theugh at ffrsi îbey might bave oppose I the measure. So,
wbeu at the breakfassî-able eue morniug, Mis. Jacob re-
marked caielessly that aid Mi. Richards had made over bis
fsîm ta bis son, ia. Balcome glaueed ai ber husbant with
a feeling sîmosi ai terrer. His eyes ver. flxed on bis plate,
but that night, aitcr the two gray beada were laid on their
piilows, they talked long sud sadiy.

1Hitherto they had kept up the semblance of family unity,
even beiveen themselves, but nov îhey casi aside ail dis-
guises. They bith felt the euteriug wedize had been driven
sud thse ouly question vas, how long they should be able te
witbstand the quiet, resisîleîs current ef the viii wbicb vas
brought te bear ou theus.

"O,0 father 1 you veu't do il, vili you?"pieaded Mis.
Balciime. Il'Promise me yeu vili neyer do it."

Ilh1amn afîsid te promise," said ber husbaud. "I'd
ruther die, aimosi, iban give up ibis faim while I live,
but I'm getting te be au old man, sud h ca' seem tae keep
eue mind as I uscd ta.'>

IlYou are not an old man ; you are youngei than Nathsn
Roper, snd folks esil him lu his prime. You can do just as
much vork nov as you have foi years. It'i only because
we -have been talked te se much. Oh!1 if Joel were enly
bere," sud Mis. Blcorne vept bitterly.

There vas s soft step ai the door, sud Mis. Jacob's
voice said, IlAre yeu iii, cither of you I 1 thought oeeoe
you called."

Beiug assured ofthieir beslth, ah. expîessed relief, sud
sîepped noiselessly away. Net uutii ber door closed be.
hiud ber, did they resume the conversation, sud then in
wbispets. i seemed te them that the very wslls had
iurucd spies.

Under this uew suxiety, sud suffering lu bealtbhemrnttheir
enforced idleness, the autumu voie very aiowiy away, sud
they eoitered with dread upon the long vinter belore them.

But wbalever the forebodings ef their eiders, Jacob sud
bis wilc vere weil content. Neyer, in aIl the family bis-
tory, hsd the farim psid se wel; vbatever bsd hsppeued ta
other peopie's craps, theirs vere abundant ; vhocver bad
lest stock, thelîs vas sleek sud fat. The bains sud cellar
were filed, sud the bank aceount roiled steadiiy Up.

People often said ta eacb otber, thaitscob Baicome's
vile vas asIlmansger," wbicb vas the bigbesî praise pas-
sible in that reglon, thaugb il was sometimes remarked that
jscob's church aubscriptions did net incresse with bis pros-
periîy, sud tva or thîce unfortunstes wha hsd lallen inta
Squire Lovell's clutch, feut thaitbe sereva were turued un-

commouly tigbî.

CHAPTER VII.-SOMEWHAT 0F A REVELLATION.

Mns. lac? Bakcome ta Miss Margaret Lenax.

COVssLaY, Ct., Christrnas, î8-
MY DRAREST COUSIN:

Wbst a perfect lovely icîter you did write us!1 You sec
i ssy us, for îhaugh we have been married se short a time-
sesrcely six monh-it seema as thaugh ve bad always e.-
louged te esch other.

Our miniâter said sometbiug liss Suuday uight about the
tbeary thai ve had existed lu some aiher venld before we
csme te this. ht made mejust as uueasy ; for, if it is true,
baw do 1 kuow but foel belunged ta somebody else iu thai
state of existence, sud she msy cdaim hlm lu the next ? But
what nonsense 1 vheu v. are both young sud atroug, snd
likely ta liv. s good mauy Veau s ib tis waîld. You vauid
thiuk ibere was uotbing veiy ethereal about Joel if you
sbould sec the vsy be plagues me ; stealing the citron sud
raisins as last asi1[eau get theus ready for my cske ; sud ny
cheeka tingle uaw vhere b. rubhed tbem with snov ibis
maruing. Enticed me eut juta the yard ou the pi tence ef
sbowing me a goed juke, wben 1 vas ta h. the butaf it.

You waut ta knaw ail about aur vedding, sud wby ve
are living in Caverley, iustesd ef going ta Joel's home, as
w. tslked of ai oee ime. To asaer ibe lIssiqu-!sion firai,
ve did net go becauNe ve vere net vanted. Jue! smaothied
tbe matter over ta me, sud Ioesu't say much about it, but as
near as I esu fiud eut, he bad s dresdlui quarrel witth bis
Isiher and brother (1 know tbey were euuireiy ta biame),
and il euded lu bis lesving home, sud comiug here ta help
father in the store. I try ta h. everyîbiug ta hlm, for he
says 1 amn al be bas uew, sud ve arc very, very hippy.

We bsd s iovely wedding ; perfect June wesiher, roses
sud aIl ibal, ani ail my giri-frieuda vere ihere in the
swettesi white dresses. Dcar aid Mr. Cushing mrsiied us,
sud hevas teesplendid lrainyihing. Healmasi made me
cry, be sai se many kiud things te me sud about me.
Joel sud he have taken s great likiug ta eacb other, sud
boel wili unite with the church tbe firat Suuday in January.
Wan'î ihst b. pleasaint te, Legin in oui owu home ta luve for
aur eternai home? (i'bose were Mi.Cuiug's very varda.>
Our hbouse is se unnuiug. htisl a morsel et s cottag~e, nul
lai fîom father's ; sud it is se uitile, that if you veut into
the front dean in a huryyovou nild ppn eu toftise back
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dova. Tisey are ebeap, but h flatter myseif tbey bang lu
artistic flds. And would yeu believe it ?lu sucs a speck
et a bo)use, we have a gtnuine open fic -place. Uncie jack
gave me a set ai brasses for it, sud îhey shine no that jee
pieteuds te vain himself b>' theus.

h did feel s uitile &cary about tise cookîug, for yeu guow
il is quit. diffeicut taking charge efthiings froua werkiu<
unrier uaoîher's ving. But everytiig gules off niely.IL
vstch Jael's face closely, but h. duesil a1.k a bit dyspepiO
yeî ; sud besidea be hisa'caunce esat hii m tber's eaakiug ai
me, S aouldu't you consider tisai conviniciug pruof ? h
know the peur boy misses bis ruother, for the etiser nikbt I
vent ia the parieur ai dusk, sud be sat vush his head in
bis bauds, sud vhen I spoke to hlm he juilteeok me ou bis
lap sud laid bis fsce againsi mine, sud didn'î spesk for a
long, long dîne. By sud by, h couldn't stsnd it sny longer,
sud h said, " Are you soir>' yau bave me? " sud h. said -
h guess h wou't tell visai he said, but il aatlafied me. WbetI
ve were married, lie sent a piper sud s letter home, vhich
vere ual uoticed ai ail. But lasi October, ou Joci's birth-
day, bis mother vraie hlmn a beautîfui letter. She didu't,
send su>' direct message ta me, but ah. boped we woulti be
happy tcgeîhei, sud îry te b. patient wiîh each atber'5
faults, sud heip esch otiser ta grow better sud better, sud
ibmn sise vite somethiug about fgamily voîsbip. She vould
h. giad ta know that Joelisl goiug lu j )in tbe churcb, but
she didn't ssk us te ansver the letter or ta visit ber, se ah.
viii nol, piobabi>', hear afiti. B>' the way, vasu'î yeit
minisici iu Piiladeiphia s Mr. Berkeley ? je! asys the
minister ai hua home, Wiltou Corners, is uauaed Berkeley.
Hie ssys he is a veîy elegant man, but alvsys looks dresd-
luily sad. Do you suppose it is the saineoee?

Did yeu tbink my lasi letier was scrimpy ? h ibought h
wouidn't write a vtîy long eue because efthtie uuccrlsiuîy of
its reacbiug you visile you veîe travelling about. I arn giad
you are eoming home se so u, tir h have ever se mamsY
ibinga to ay>'ta you, besides 1 am n l a hurry for you te sec
my home sud my isuàbaud. I kuov you'lili1ke hlm, but if
yuu don't it viilnec ruake a bit et difference ta. me, forh
liked-no, loved-biru the first lime h ever saw hlm, sudh
bave ioved hlm better ever>' day since. But 1 muai huri7
and seal Ibis up before h. sees il.

Nov do write seoasd oeeoe youi splendid long
leiters.

Yeurs, iovingly,

RIIODA ELIZABETH MILLESi BALCOME.

P. S.-How dees ibai souud ?

Dr. Rager Grant ta the Rwv. Arthur Berkeley.

DsÂs OLD FELLOW.
Naw Yoiz, FAb. 10, î8-

've fouud ber I1I1 Nov don't pieiend that yen bave
lorgoiten ail about aur talk lasi vinter, for it'a a vital malter
le me. But, sssuming that bu youî delving auaon i the dry
boues eftiheology yeu have lest track af everytbing else, h
viii stop tu say ibat it is tise ideal Mra. Grant vbo is fouud, s
tise voman h described ta you ; sud if ah. sai for the por-
trait, il couid net bave been more like ber. it vu cleariy
an inspiration, or, if yau preler, s case ef predeatinstion.
It's a pretty long story, but h've gaita bore sumebody, sud
you aie the mesi patient fîaeud h kuov of-bleus your olti
beart I

You sec ibis vas the vay il bappeued. There vas a
meeting efthie profession ai St. Louis, sud neihing wouid
do but 1 muai go out there sud read a lai et rubbiah about
au oper4lien h perieruaed in eueetftthe boapitals here. Il
had some peculiar featurea, sud boy the patie-nt lived
ibrougis il, Gud kuowa, h don'î. (h mesu ibis revereutly.)
And by the vay, h deubtifi there are auy deeper jeya con--
ueeîedvih your vork tissu ibai which s physicisu féela iu
restering ftbera or muatheis te ibheir litile ues, or buabauda
sud vives ta cacis other. Ons, yes I 1 kuov what yen are
goiug te sas>; tisai your work is for eternity, sud mine only
temporal ; sud thst the saul l is stly mure preelaus than tise
body, sud ail thai ; sud 'd like sigbt veil te flght lu eut
vitis you if I hsd lb. lime ; but oee hing h do kuov, anti
that is, since ibis case turned eut vellIh cau sascely keep
tram singing ou 1h. public sireets.

But h1sa diveigiug tram my theme, as thse cieigy say.
And thai reminda muet a neai lutie siary h beard the othei
day o kibis poiunt. An aid faimer vise hsd absented hius-
seii tram clauich the previaus Sunlay ([Vve ne deubi tise eld
rascai vent h-bing), asktd a nelghbuuî visai kind et s ser-
mon they had. Il Wal," said th e other, " il the text bad
bad tis mali-pox, tise sermon wouid'î have ketcbcd il."
Flow's tisai for au illustration ?11

h didu't mean te say auvthmng about tisai bospital case,
but it expîaus bu1hbappeued ta b. coaming Eut in the
voat suavsîoîm et the seasun. Wbt e ve ift St. Louis, il
vas sueviug sud blawing, sud lb. sturus increased tbreugb
tise nigisi, se that by dayiight it vas under fuil headvay.
Cro,.sing some et th',se long, open spacca, it seemedai
thougi tise train vouid b- bluwn tram tise track ; sud everV
titue tise car duor opened, uhese mev ouid eome-sviriing bu
s ts ugh chisaîd b>' ten thousand dernona. (Yau may btsSc

met ibis aimile lu seme of your N eiiow-covered resding. 1h
doru't claim il as original, but it jusi expresses tise situation.>)
Tise passeugers in the car vitis me vere s rather uuinierest'
ing set, excepi s minu vus a yen ou bis bead, vbich-coui«
ing dircti>' froua the meeting-h cauld scarcely keep D'Y
banda off ai. To get eut ofthtie vay et temptation. 1
cbanged my seat ta lb. aiber end oatie car, aundIcl i itO
conversation wvus s uttle vaman Ilgoiug home te fatber's"t ,-
villi ber fini bsby. She vas an anxieus young rnotbei,
sud explsiued te, me îery earuesîiy tissi she aheuid n««t
bave brougisi baby eut lu aucb vesîher, but ber only siâtel
vas goiug te, be married, sud ah.cauldu't sîay swsy asiY
longer. h judgcd from bei dreas t tswas vtie vite Of
vozkiug man, but baby had a very fine cloak sud boond viti -,
s sort et white, fluify timmaug about tbcir sdgca h1 dOuO'-
suppo-se s baby would stand suy chance vus yen against B,. -
Cruduu'a Concordance, but h «al mysel quite s ceauii$»5
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