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Aller devutionat exe.rcars, clic actrnag %Ioderator, the
ge. R,~ F. B3urns, D. D>., prcaclicl thc Assenibly sermon as
icdaws

Then ttrty sait!, ont ta .aau&aer. 'se du trot Wetl ; thie tay

Il adayaorgaad tidags. an'l wce h.d. our penace ; if W rt aaly
lui <he miorattng tigit, saort misciaief wril tuante up.tr us, now,

rîrrîfore, cocue lat Ive tray J-o and tell the ktrrg's baluse-
Wod.-2 Rings vit. 9.

0ur terrI recatis an atuicidenat in titeiaistory afiftle kingdom
of ltcact, wlren Samalrii, lier capital, tras a lreieaguered gaz-
tira, gtrdied by fliac iriuaaaphanî hotrs uf Syran, an 1 jeuvab
,hWs attegiarrce site lratd a 'jrerd, pruved liiataseli, an lttarits
ipteseat nid. Fatmrne sîaked, gýiunt and glaastiy, thtouglr
thr basrljfed City, anass'irrg , i lsta vicrtar and aruainbermng
spitssis faon tveny, si te. The iofiy andl t iuwiy sirared
iireecommuon caiarniry. The otuse andi obstinat fion
arhhelà Etisha respu)nsibile for these flaaarcless taurrurs, andi
ogt tu cumpars ias Jcstrur.tun, but, alter ail, Cud's
fo'çrôd and falthftri serv'ant," %vas lu pruve as the ' pour
th&e marn," af rahoin the irreacher speakb, rairu raas tu "save
he City," and rvhen il seemcd that lire wcutd fait a sacrifice
te rayal cruity and taprie, <jud woindrcu5iy cjmm.anded
daiineaie (or biaxr. lit pruî.ltcstc.t piearry un theturora,
sa idra rhicb a Saînanîtaîr aristucrat cuuid fia' enterlaîn,
lat in spite atiIbis tardtling's sucer an I SC UptiCisan, Jthtinah-
rath manvelaously firrlei thre wvordci oflits senanî. On
ticaflernoun of lire iay %%;bcià the lirupbecy %vas uttered,
bar lrpers waanlrisig in strnrrt ani solitude utuide rite crîy
tiaits, &bruni, front, by frren'i andi foc atike, resoive at ait
haridi ta rtsk entertng cte byrian camp. Gurttd by tire
ti$tof lthe anoan, liaese ianfurtunarcuutctasas rencb the campi
olit eneruy. Tu rircar bunj'îase ar as deberieJ. rhey fiat
quIcr tram renit t0 lent, but, flot n suiitary soul accusts
thrai. Tht Lord iaad gent oral belore îtm and caustd tire
SpiranS ta hear the noaso ai harses and a naise of chariots,
tienl tht noire ai a greaz hast. T*ht S)rians, suppusing that

tirsoel prssrtSaarî.ritans lrnd reccavcd reaaîfurccarrtnts
[rMr tht kings af thc Iiiirîlis anti tht kings of tht Egyp.
mias, fied inharle and cniifusion. Tire st'rprised lepers%
fYad the tenla filled wiîh food and miment and treabore.
Afrer ata ring ta satact> irey began tu tink af themn pour

uasiîr fetior countnrncn. Tfkrugh th:y had been
ýxrttbyoad tht pale ai saciety, îhey mvauid take noa re-

pis Ail abher cofisirlerations arc ovcrborne by thtc
ansrt; of kindreai and hunaanaîy. Tru gorge tbernsttvts

rien Ithnin brethien %vert sr.ar'.ncg atetmei cruet in tire ex-
liaas IlThrn, tu.p rauà une lu anuther, ive du nul wcelt
e zday us tortis a day 01 gond ti.linga, andt r%.: laud ur
pere, if ra t arry titi the morning laght, borne miscbret wil
Mme tapon us, nuw theretore, tuant: chat ivt may go andi
tdL" Fatlcrs and Brtriur..n. I .t rnuci o tu rnloum you
tiamultiluilcs ni nJur frit urruen aie rfin ~a aaatin mort
ri'Mtand peritous chan abat ai thet besegcd Samaralans.
i lb.y are victifis of a lamant, sucia as Amas described ivala.
~sI, I "Nat a fanrlle u.f bicad ur a thirst fur water, but af
baxia the words of tht Lord." Tlaey art fettertd by ctt
&l io superstition. Thty anc siaut up as %viîhin a bc.
fledcity rr'hich no carthly enginery tan scalt or storin.
Mby are in want-uf spiritaaat provision. They perisb for
batiofknowiegc. WTt havcetnuugh and ta Spart. WCi'
huertbeen Il ed ta foiness on the ilrend oi Ileanen." WCt
.tire dlone a litIle in carrying jr round amnong the srarving
[=Finieas oi bumanrty. Wie have flot enough baýd Il Coin
1auon on the malutude urben ivt sara chat they hati
E(bing la car." lane WC' nul cou ullen, rctardicss af tilt
nase of %leroz-"« stept a'.xr the crrp ai taiessings -td forgot-
ta ta galber op, evefi the fragnments afic htl for
Laishci, suppliant hcathen." Accommodating aur text,
u ire corictive legitimatcly. in thIs way mve invite your ai-
lttion ta the tour points prescnttd

(a). First, th act stated "This day is 'à day ai good

(a). Secondiy, the sun invoiseti: "Wt do flot Wetil if
'se hld aur prnct."I
(3). Thirdiy, thtc risk incorrect Misthief %vili befai

âs"; and
(4). Lastiy, flit duîy lauglir "Nara, theref 1ore, tome,

til WC may go and tell."
A P"V ol. I.00) iuilc..IL In tht first place, tci us notice ctht tact statcd. IlThis

Zay i h tour a 'lay uf god tidings. . WeVrbe chan Ihese be-
ikg-d Sarnatitans %vce rt . To f-'es mare formidable than
>rtladad and ils forces ment rat exposed. It %vas as evi
&ntaoutr case as an sîrcken Satnarna's that Iltht battît
us et ours but the Lard':." It mas asniatbiy adivinecimi.
terpasition as wbcn, witb',ut any sh 'w af flghu, oz thit play
cla soli:ary engine oftduath, there liraIe upon tht ttrriflcd
6yast '-tt e oast of n gict hast." Whtra rat had
&sro)ed oursclr'es, in tlirn aur heip raas founti rao is tht

Lard,é slrang andi mighty, tht Lord magbty an battît.
bi~i.anded tht Captian of salvauion came te tht close

pr jrple wiîh tht rulers ai tht darknesîs afiIbis rvonid, trend-
rig L wane-press nant. yet travelling Jo the greatnesa ai
liii utegi-bwu is bead, yeî stopn a arurfa i the veny acî <tr apparent discoanfiture, ielcpoledutht
pandpaliîacs and piv.crs, and mnade a show ai cient opentir,
tnsmpbrng aven them ian lii cross. This Clay. tiatretare, is
te osa day of good tmdangs because ai rencaleth tit right
barS andi the huiy arni ltaI bath gollen us tht nrclany, andi
îtcaas te signai nchiev'aeents of lm rao bath te.
atabened us in Outr lora escale herausc. is rxcrcy enduret

letn, and bath savedi us out ai the hand ai aur encmies
buis grace faieth neveu. "lTadings, my.Lord, O King,"

à*sb tht panlirrg mrienr tramn an ancient b.ittlefltid.ITts werc tiditîts ai deca=t anti disgrace rahich almost
c lathrie heant af tht stunneti monarcb in rahot cars they

saeutsoacrd. Burtt" behoid, 1 bning yau gtad tidings ai
tîéaî joy rahîci arc tur you anti for ait people. "

Tata MINasTatY OF RECONCILZATaON.

-Te ct day of mnhic my textspeaks brauchr tireg:ad

men , and have rat neot been anoînteci ta preath glati tidings
ta the check t ta binai up lite broien.heartc,i:; in prattaini
tteliverance ta tht captive and the aperring a( the prison
doors ta tire bound ; ta counset seuts, imprisoniet and ira.
pnverisi"d, ta boy tht fine gotai, antI the whitîe rmiment and
the cve salve trot larne acceptable vrtre dtir bounties oi
tht cauterit camp la Ihese foat lepzrs, anri ctiI Starving
popultionr Ihan airc the btessings ar tht Gospel to those
tamncd wilh the teprosy ai sin. No glaîl,!-r neras go tht
lamine stnicken Samatirans di these tapais bring than it is
aur praviiege lu bring la aont people every S;aiatatb, uvlatn
rvc speak te the guulty ai pardion, ta tht pnlti of prariiy,
t0 tht îrcoubiert af peaste t ire ignorant ut lite excellenc- ai
tht knors'iedgt of Christ, ta the rrcceai andi miserabte andi
ponr, andi biritu, andi naiced ai sighî. riches, bealang of the
mid, yen, ait ive nced in Ili'm ta l'ant. Sad lirat %,a many

siaouid repeat the urrîtlti af tire Samrnatan Lnrd t Tirt
tnale os Spread : file invitation is gaven ; tht donc li open,
atil yct Ibert is roou. But, ta dtis tenir of fat chings,
ric'rer far tilanit eldesred lentsoaiStria supiiel; hors anry
enter notla întecause af unbetaef ; Ilbnrv fers reccive wilh
comrdial faiti the tidangs raltc rat tring i "l ire cvil laeart
of utibeilet stitl cries: Il %et the Lord ta make wîtndnaras
in heaven migiri such n thîng bc," îhnugh tire promise
stands ricn as tile er'erlasting illts. II Prove nie nns', ht,'e
rsatb, rsaalh the Lord, il 1watt nat open you the wisrdows or
lataven, and porau you out a btcssang." 'iV.utd tbat seuls
ta-day racre as tager for tire tirrad ai lit as mvent these hua-
gry Samanilans for the brcad chat perishlb i And if ie
ntata tire burrvang fect of Ibis pre;a.lng crawld, the unirelien-
ing Lord ai bamarta %vas rrodden, ai bora moch saaer pull
ishmtnt Suppiose ye, mini lhey bc thuught mvarthy Wvho
trampie tacen foot tht Son ai Gad.

In n sîaecaal seinse watti ibis bc a day -if gond tidings ta
tchose sections af aur Cburch chat have reccived duning tht
veut a sptcal bltssang il Il is gnaund for thanksgiviarg,
ftîhers and lrrethren, as nlot a fera ai aur report-, an tht
State ai R&eligiona îestify, chat se many in difféerenrt parts of
aur %vide field tuant tasteci that tht Lard is gnaciius, and
teastcd ath ritsir an ftinm raose flesh as mqat indccl and
rahose hiauti ir drink inîiecd. H-appy tire peo'ple tbat are
an sucb a cuse i "1Thc day ti your espausalIs and 1 bc day
of tht gtndnrss ai your heant " yau niay racli cat" day ai
Conti îidsogs."

t t1El( s'nTORIAN FRA.

Thli progness in literalure nnti phitosolihy, in science antI
art ft ha.%a marked tht Vactonian ena makes this eraphati-
Cali), t -. u as fre born liac itsnsI"a day o! goodtiiaattngq.'
Theme Cfify ytars nf*tbeneictnt nuit -fat rahobt cumptfetrun
rat banc rerently belli su jayous n jubilte, have conferred
unîold bicssings urithin nnd beyond lire lamits ai oir Empatire.
2Nany have taren rufning tea .nd iroland knowvledge bas
licen inceaseni as neyer biefone. Tht triomphs aclaacvent in
atrunsi every fdepar'ment ai human innestigation, uhougîr
inr certain aspects adverse, have turned ouI thetnailler uarîa
tht lurtirerance ai tht Gospel. Tht arunber of those res.
cued ftuia tht beceaguered slranghulds of srn andI Salon,
andi whio have talcen seats ni the table sprtati in presece of
Ilacir fats, i targen thaunt atny previnus penod. Tisent
ner'er merc'as many Christians as to.day. Tbere racre neveu
as may Bibles. In a single ytan the British and Foreign
Bible Society alerte is.ued mure copies ciman extstcd ta tht
tihe unatid rahen in tSo4 thar Socetty was organtrtd.

Tht ltamry, locomotive andi gavernmtntat facilties sup-
plaed, tht gnear doors an.i effectuai opened, Ibougi there bc
many adnersaries, the cuncenîralion oi sa many elements of
influence, politicai, financial, scientifle andi utherrarat in tht
great Protestant pawers. c'antributc ta tender Ibis peculianiy
a day ai gond tidangs. 'iViat a change in tess Iban n cen-
tury, t In 1792 but ane mtssionany Society. Nora tbey are
counteti by tht irundreti. Then but ont or trao mission.
rides anti no native preacirrs, nara about 2,500 EUopean

andi Anirican massaoaaates and hundreds af sanctifleti na-
tives tetila; ta 1c theti lor

Tirs STORY OrF TUE CROaSS.

Then no converti at att <une tan recali file graphie pic.
turc drarvir by an eminent living divine ai tht deigbtCd
andi uonderiag look o! bis niothtr as she came home front
anc ai the o.tlltie misiionarv mneetings, exclatming tin ai-
niaaî breatbless exciternent :" Tberc's a convert! *Tberc's
a convert 1I "l, nara tbousands ai canverîs cvcny year and a
Christian population tatantet by millions. Then $65. tht
irst iay tilt of Christian liberality-tbaî starrti lin tht
chapel ntstry aI Kettening-now, $ao.o,aooo ycariy, tht
swelting river that is bearing on is basara biessings mani-
fold to ait lands. It hs a great pniniege andi responsibiliîy
10 lie living aI such a npivotai epacb. It items as if une
inene un thre cnt oi achi:nemenu5, sncb as tht Church anad
thre raorld banc neyer witnessed. .The girdltd garrnsuns are
sending iorth 11ici captives. Tht armies ai tht alicus am'
hearing tht "lnoise oi a hosl," such as chat which causeti
the Syrians ta flet. l"r'se aro living. WcV arc living ic a
grand uAnd aul tine."

AttOUS'1> OUR COliNCIL FIEE

Fathens anti bretbreii, as une gather litre in soletun council
ta srvey tht fildit anti tht fances, lu test on aur arais and
lave t1cm turbished aircsh, lt us think of our brave lira-
îhers-and sisters too, an tht places oi the f'eld-rabo
feet alfeen, ina Ibeir feraneis and fteblemess, Ilune banc ta
mugît ogainst this great multitude, but oui CYCS are tapon
Thte." hfny theirs be ta the fuall the bicssang promased
te descend ona tht croran ai the heai ai laina ubat ras sepa-
rtld tram bis bretîrren i Let us keep osp closer thtan even
otn communication raitIr Irnqu-rtem, lei ras be ener loaok-
ing Cuitea Jsus, tht Captain aof aur salvation. Let us flot
bctact and n!ggrdty but liberai and la-,ge-hearcai ina tht
su pport ai aur commissariat. anti "l aIe ta armi us for tht
figlat tht « panoply ai Goc."' Let us be promptu andI etter-
getie, tet cnihusiasîi. in tIre scnding orat af re-iaiarce.
ments. Andi as these littie bauds-that have gant tram us
makte uhecir pernodical rounds, saumnding tht trompet -afý tIc
Gspel, Ici us in tht ciosetn dzt rit the fanaity nîlar. wviez,

"11-wacan WiMvubesus ont bout" thraugh -thé %,eck, rd
sutiuain te senirg Ucusie togçctbtr" on

flic day which the Lord bath madle, lt us ln the metins
of ai Ilaut Church Courts, Sessions, Prcs>yterics, Synodi
and ibis the hlghest oftour holy convocatiolns, an this which
Is eseccially ta us il day af gaod tidings--send up ibis united
and amtporturrare cry, te G od malt tHI b, ta God who cari
p erform ail things for us, ta the son of God %vho has ganc
furtir ta war, a king$), crovn to Main. IIGird tby sword
tiu thy thigh, 0 malt Mlighty. ' 'IArise, 0 Lard. let
Thine encolles be scattcred, and let tbern that hale Thec
flet beote Tire."

$IN INDICATItO.
Il. Let us notice secondly ste smin lvatved. Il Ve do

flot Wveil ;' Il.«if we belld aur pence. I The peculiar srdvin.
tages wirich render tire prescrit adCay ai good, tidirrgs tait
over un us the burdcaro ai wcîghtier accountabtiity. Wlîh
retticnce te tbis there should bc 'great searchings of
heurt." In many strongholds ai the eaiemy, breAches
bave been made. Ihave rat entered in and planted the
standard of the cross ta the Cillent WC aughr and miht ?
Are tiltre flot spots %vherc the bauer droops because ite
is flot ranother man ta unfuulil i? Do ive give and pray
and labour as we shouida 1Q0 how few tan it bc sed,
4.sire hath dont rabat she cauid ?"I WVhtn, in sartit tuner-
gcncy, the wliule poilir even of ont fiait martai ls cxriled
oui, what marvets have been wvruught t Ton alfert il bas
been a giving what WC tan spart, a doing whst toits us
brte, a praying in feetble nd fiîlul funies, lic nright have
spuken furradyrng %votid, a viord ta dying sauls ; a word
in tht cars of If ia who lias ail power ; a word in others'
cars as wcii, but ive wece sulent. Ourselves; fret and Ieast-
irrg, we have thaugit nat, as lie aught, af aur fttiows shut
up nrd faunishirig. Evert Christians, as in the days of the
hcrdsman <4 Tckoah, 'Iwili dance to the sound af tht viol
and drink wvint in bowls, but arecflot grieved for tire afflic-
lions of joseph." Like the tboughiless, merry.rnalers at
tihe juit mouth. "IVe are verily guilty concerning aur bro-
cher, for whcn ive saw the arlguish af lis seul ive would nlot
hcarken."

In clhns holding our pence rat do nlot racît:
1 WTt are flot truc ta the %laster. WTt tait ta carry out

lIE3 precepîs, Iiis prayers, Ilis ,rac.*ce. 'i'l bave aitens
said, I'Lord, rabat %vouldût Thou have met ta do?" Bc
haîh "appointed ta cvery man lits work." Ht bath laid on
us the command; ."lGo, work to.day in my vîneyard."
"lGo yt inta ail the %vorld." Tht chatity o! tht gîtai com-
mission circumnaxigates the %worid. Though it IIbjgins at
home iL mort flot end there." lits corxmandrients in Ibis
malter arc flot grievous, but we have flot made haste and
ceaser nlt ta kctp client. WCt have nul sard, cveryone ta
bis neightbour and brother, kr.o% ye the Lord ? WVe have
tou muci "lheit )a ece." Wie do not Weil. WTt have
nul actcd out lite Mlastcr's prayers. II Neilîrer pray 1 for
chose aterne." Out aran iltustrious reformtr brako the
s;lenct ui the niglit watches with %* ulve me Scotianci or 1
die." Ouar btesstd Redeenrer embraced raithin the range of
tuls sympathies a vider svecp. UHetcd the world in His
arms before lits Fathet an tht upper zaoom, as Weil as when

"Cold munrtaîns antd the unicnight air
iintsstd tht ferveur af His prayer."

Nor doiavte reftect tht Mlaster's exampte. He gave, lac
ltved, hie taboured, ta the extent ai feeling. White ret 10
otten grudge rn thetalter of monti' y*ire gave "trnot such,
corruptible rbings as sîlver and gail," but fils own most
precibus blood. IIWist ye nlot that I musît be about my
Farther's business." liis first rccorded rulteraace ; IlIt is
finished," His last-mirror His ]lie. Have ive most dis-
anll pproaaed tht mecasure ai service and sacrifice ren.-
d"Y by Hna raha bath leir us aus exanipte that ra sbauld

fottora His steis ? IlWc do ual racît, for if lret hld aur
pence"I

2. We art not truc ta aut profession. NVhen ane said, 1
arn tht Lord's, and and anather subscribed ta tIrat hitsstd
naine, rabat ratant ivt by this service ? Il nutant work. It
ment tht cousecralian ai aur persans and praperty, and
tinut and talents, atnd influence. and ail.

Our vows bore this tneaning. Knowing as we did, fou
Wel ibat, not on anigels was tht duty of bringing back aur
wandering star devalved, ive engaged ta do aur part. But
have we onc it? Have ratspokcn ta jesus for others, and
to ochers for Jesus as WCt ouRbt ? lilas i fou Olten wc heid
aur pence instead oi resotving-"« for Zion's sake 1 mviil nat
belli my peace."

3. We do flot Weili; for ive have flot been truc ta aur pray.
ers. Tirne andi again havc wc puaye Il "Ty Kingd>m
corne," but have ive dont ta hasten ils coming ? If ail were
ta do, as some of us, woutd it ever conne ?

RIKINCUItaED.
111. Tht riait incutreti by Indolen ce andi Indrifierene,

ajis next ta bc considered. " If we t ury rill tht unorning
tigbt, sortie niachiet ivitl befatl us."

i. Our aran hotintis nnd happincss viIi ibe affected
thtreby. Is nal trai unischief? Il wea Ilexcist ouuses
utl gadtaness I such spiritual gymnastics mviii makce aut
seuls pro3per and bc in beaith. If wc stand ail the day idle
aur pawcnrs ivili bc shnivelied and shrunken. There mviii
flot bc tht effectuai warkrrrg in tht menure of tm'try part,
nmaking increase af the body. Nor, if inactive, Wnuit rt bc
bnppy nny marc than holy. Chist's jaoy Witt flot remain in
us, lier raili ur joy be fuit, if, ina tht malter oi any dui
whicb is present nd pressing, We *', tarry tilI the morn-
ing light." The .joy of ibis salvation belongs nat ta the lary
lingerer. If ne gomaourningaillaur days, ansttadofailsting
tbat ijy ofa the Lord, whiich might bc "aurn strength," rat
have ourselves gencralty to blanie for il. It la part of the
"unuischief"' that i=s corne upaîr us, foi holding out eae

2. A large portion afibi I mischief" mviii consist ia the
forfeitrrre af the Mlastes favour andi tht incurring cf His,
fkaya. It 'as flot His Way ta Iltarry Il hen danger or-
duty inere imminent, In Pnophccy lic is repre=encti as
sayang Ilfor Zion's snic I mviii not hld my e=. for
Jerusalein's. szkt 1-will nlot rest." Nor foÎCet wa-Hï
nora coing. -I arn ime for cvrur.-htliteés.a
ai ceaselems ction., "Ht evez liveth tamate intercession."
If Iilcrs ýarc silent and aubr h -Mo =1.éý
,siinbers. aubr h eprc nalcè

lutir. goth, 1888.1


