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After devutiunal exercises, the scurag Moderator, the

e
,; 8 FRev. R, F. Buens, D.D., preacticd the Assembly sermon as
o IR followss
y BN Thenthey said, one to anuther, we do not well 3 this day
f 52 day of good tidings, andd we heid vur peace ; if we tany
Ut B ) the morning light, some mischicl will come upan us; now,
W YR (kecfore, core tuat we tay go and tetl the king’s house.
ng PR bold.—2 Rings v, 9.
ay M Ourtext recalls an incident in the history of the kingdom
B of [sracl, when Samaria, her capital, was a beleaguered gar-
e tison, girdled by the rrivmphant hosts of Syna, ani fchuvah
ut W ghose allegiance she had a ?‘ured. proved Himself, 1 straics
ov B g present aid.  Famine stadked, gaunt and ghastly, through
R 1be beseiged city, mowing down its vicume and numbenng
JI spitssisin on every sile. The lofty and the lowly shared
- 7R 4 \be common calamity.  The obiuse and obstinate mon
be i yhheld Elisha respunsible for these nameless horrurs, and
be JR sovght to cumpass his destrucuon, but, atter all, God's
eood and faithful servant,” was to pruve as the * puor
o f xise man,” of whom the preacher speaks, who was to ** save
bis BN -be city,” and when it scemed that he would fall a sacrifice
8 1 royal cruelty t}nd caprice, God wondruusly commanded
« MR deliverance for hin.  He prophesied plenty on the morrow,
AR 37 idea which a Samaritan aristucrat could not ententain,
S 1t in spite ol this lordling’s sneer and scepticism, Jehovah-
2 S Jueh marvellously fulfilled the word of s seivant. On
oy B ttealternoon of the day when the pruphecy was uttered,
foar lepers wandering in surrom and sulttude vutstde the ciy
_u timits, shrunk from, by {tiend and foe alike, resolve at ail
22 S biads to nsk eatening the Synan camp. Guided by the
¢ S 13ht of the noon, these unfurtunate vutcasts reach the camp
‘B oftheensmy. To their surpnse u s deserted.  They fint
&2 caislly from tent to tent, but, not a sulitary svul accosts
13- S8 hem, The Lord had gone out before them and caused the
o3 B Sprians to hear the noisv of horses and a noise of chariots,

o
-t

§ even the noise of a greai host.  The Syrians, suppusing that
B (3: sorely pressed Samaritans had received remforcements
R from the kings of the Hinites and the kings of the Epyp-
@ ins, fled in haste and confusion. The serprised lepers
B {nod the tents filled with food and raiment and treasure,
Rl Aler partaking to sauiety they began to think of their poor
ishing fellow countrymen. Though they had been
iven beyond the pale of society, they would take no re-
jals.  All other considerations are overborne by the
2 diims of kindred and humanity., To gorge themselves
«bes their brethren were siaiviang seemed cruel i the ex-
W uee ‘2 Then, they said une to anuher, we du aut well ;
B (s day is to ns a day of good tidings, and we hold our
W ccicc, if we tarry tili the morning hight, some muschief wall
j come apon us, nuw therefure, come that we may go and
B icl” Fathers and Bretheon, T nced not to intorm you
BN kst multitudes nf nur fell..wmen are in a condivon more
B 1iful and perilous than that of the besieged Samantans.
They are viclims of a famine, such as Amos described {van.
1), * Not a famine of bread ur 2 thurst for water, but of
R beasing the words of the Lurd.™  They are fettered by the
euios of superstition.  They are shut up as within a be.
gsged city which no earthly enginery can scale or storm.
B They are in want—of spintual provision. They perish for
B Lek of knowledpe.  We have enough and w0 spare. We
have been ¢* fed to fulness on the Bread of Heaven.” e
lare done 2 little in carrying it round among the starving
f oopanies of humanity, Ve have not enough had * com.
frsion on the maluwde when we saw that they had
wothing 1y ear.”  Have we nut tou often, regardless of the
aise of Meroz—*“slept o'er the cup of blessings nd forgot-
0 to gather up, cven the fragments of the feast for
§haished, suppliant heathen,”  Accommodating our text,
] 15 wc conceive legitimately, in this way we invite your at-
BB 1:stion to the four points presented :
ud(i::’;; F'irsl, the fact stated : ** This day is a2 day of good
. (N
g (2. Secondly, the sin involved: *“ We do not welt if
se bold our peace.”
E (3). Thirdly, the risk incurred: ¢ Mischief will befal
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B (1) Lastly, the duty taught : * Now, therefore, come,
§ b:t we may go and tell.”

A DAY OF GOOD TIDINGS,

%' I..In the first place, let us notice the fact stated. ¢ This
dyistous a day uf goud tidings.”  Worse than these be-
8 eged Sawnaritans were we.  To foes more formidable than
§ Bechadad and his forces were we exposed, It was as evi
- dtot 12 our case as 1n stricken Samana’s that ““the battle
AF vis not ours but the Lord’s,” It was as visibly a divine in-
g (trpcsition as when, witheut any sh w of fight, ot the play
dlasalitary engine of death, there broke upon the terrified
g jians **the noise of a great host.” When we had
B dstr0yed ourselves, in Him our help was found who is the
lord, strong and mighty, the Lord mughty mn batdle,
Siple-banded the Coptian of salvation came to the close
8 prapple with the rulers of the darkness of this world, tread-
L2 the wine-press alone, yet travelling in the greatness of
- les__su_cng(h—bowma His head, yet stooping to conquer,
i the very act «f apparent discomfiture, Ie sporled the
g Jacipalities snd pawers, and made a show of them apenly,
§ tramphing ovar them 1n His cross,  This day, therefoze, is
i 05 3 day of good tidings because 1t revealeth the right
B taed and the holy arm that hath gotten us the victory, and
JRIolum ke signal achicvements of Him who hath re.
i eobered us in our low estate because His wmercy endureth
o buever, and hath saved us out of the hand of our encmies
& bx ths prace faileth never.  ** Tidings, my Lord, O King,”
aied the panting runner from an ancient battlefield.
Ttese were tidines of defeat and disgrace which almost
f broke the heart of the stunned monarch in whose cars they
¥ee soonded,  But ** behold, I bang you glad tidiogs of
B 0t joy which are for you and fue all people.”

THE MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION.

Efings o food and clothin,: aod treasure in a uadance 1o
e outcast-1epers and to'their imprisoned felivw ‘country

N

8 The next day of which my text ‘speaks, brought the good |

men ; and have we not been anointed to preach glad tidings
to the meek 1 to bind up the broken-hearted ; to proclaim
deliverance to the captive and the opening of the prison
doors to the bound ; to counsel souls, impnisoned and im.
poverish=d, to buy the fine gold, and the white raiment and
the eve salve  Not mare acceptable wese the bounties of
the eastern camp to these four lepcrs, and that starving
population than are the blessings of the Gospel to those
tainted with the leprosy of sin.  No gladder news to the
famine stricken Samaritans ditl these lepers bring than it is
our privilege to bring to our people every Sabhath, when
we speak to the guilty of pardon, to the polluted of puriry,
to the troubled of peace, to the ignorant of the excellency of
the knowledge of Christ, to the wretched and miserable and
poor, and bhind, and naked, of sight. riches, healing of the
mind, yea, all we need in Him to find, Sad that so many
should repeat the unbeliel of the Samamtan Lord ! The
1able 15 spread : the invatation is given ; the door is open,
and yet there is room. Bul, to this feast of fat things,
richer far than the deserted tents of Svria supplied, how many
cnter not in because of unbehiel ; * how few receive with
cordial fatth the udings which we bring ! The cvil heart
of unbelief stitt cries: ** Wete the Lord to make windows
in heaven mipht such a thing be,” though the promise
stands firm us the everlasting hills.  ** Prove me now, here
with, saith the Lord, 3 I will not apen you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing.”  Wauld that souls
to-day were as eager for the bread of life as were these hun-
gry Samaritans for the bread that pensh-tht And if be
neath the hureying feet of this pressing crowd, the unbeliev-
g Lord of Samana was trodden, of how much soiec pun
ishment suppuse ye, will they be thought worthy who
trample under foot the Son of God.

In a special sense will this be a day ~f good tidings to
those sections of our Church that have received dursing the
year a special blessing 2 It is ground for thanksgiving,
fathers and brethren, as not a few of our reports on the
State of Religion testify, that so many in different parts of
our wide ﬁclﬁ have tasted that the Lord is gracious, and
feasted with relish on Him whose flesh 13 mgat indeed and
whose blood is drink indeed. Happy the people that are
insucha case ! * The day of your espousals and the day
of the gladness of your heart * you may well call **a day of
good tidiogs.”

THE VIGTORIAN ERA.

The progress in literature and philosophy, in science and
art that has marked the Victorian era makes this emphati-
cally t u» as free bora Biit ms “*a day of good udings.”
These fifty years of “beneficent rule ~for whose cumpletion
we have recently held so joyous a jubilee, have confersed
untold blessings within and beyond the limits of car Empire.
Many have been running to and fro, and knowledge has
been increased as never before,  The triumphs aclieved n
almost every deparment of human invesiigauon, though
in certain aspects adverse, have turned out the rather unto
the furtherance of the Gospel. The number of those res.
cued frum the beleaguered strongholds of sie and Satan,
and who have tuken seats at the table spread in presence of
their foes, is larger than at any previous period. There
never were'as many Christians as to.day. There were never
as many Bibles. In a single year the British and Foreign
Bible Society alone issued mure copies than existed in the
entite world when in 1804 that society was organized.
The literary, locomotive and governmental facilties sup-
phied, the great doors and effectual opened, though there be
many adversaries, the cuncentration of so many elements of
influence, political, financial, scientific and utherwise 1n the
great Protestant powers, cantribute to render this peculiarly
a day of good tidings. \Whata change in less than a cen-
tury ! In £792 but one missionary society. Now they are
counted by the hundred. Then but one or two mission.
aries and no native preachers, now about 2,500 European
and American missionaries and hundreds of sanctified na-
tives telling to their fellows

THR STORY OF THE CROSS.

Then no converts at all (we can recall the graphic pic-
ture drawn by an eminent living divine of the delighted
and wondering look of his mother as she came home from
one of the oll-time missionary meetings, exclaiming n al-
most breathless excitement ¢ ¢ There's 2 convert ! There's
a convert ! '), now thousands of converts every year and a
Chustian population counted by millions. Then $63, the
first tiny rill of Chrstian liberality—that started in the
chapel vestry at Kettering-—ntow, $10,000,000 yearly, the
swelling river that is bearing on its bosom blessings mani-
fold to all lands, Itisa great privilege and responsibility
to be living at such 2 pivotal epoch. It seems as if we
wete on the eve of achizvements, such as the Church and
the world have never witnessed. . The girdled grarnsons are
sending forth their captives. The armies of the aliens ar
hearing the *“ noise of 2 host,” such as that which caused
the Syrians to flee.  ** We are living, We are living ia a
grand and awlul time.”

AROUND OUR COUNCII FIRE.

Fathersand brethren, as we gather here in solemn council
to susrvey the ficld and the forces, to rest on our anns and
bave them furbished afresh, let us think of outr brave bro-
thers—and sisters too, on the places of the field—who
feel often, in their fewness and feebleness, *we have no
might aganst this geeat multitude, but our eyes are upon
Thee.”  May theirs be to the full the blessing promused
to dezcend on the crown of the head of him that was sepa-
rated from his brethren! Letus keep up closer than ever
our commumcation with headquarters, let us be ever look-
ing uuto Jesus, the Captain of our salvation. Let us not
be mean and nigrardly but liberal and lacge-hearted in the
suppost of our commissariat, and *“take to arm us for the
ﬁggxt the ¢ panoply of God.”” Let us be prompt and eacr-
getic, even enthusiastic, in the sending out of re-inforce-
ments, And as thesé little bands that have gone from us
make their periodicaf rounds, sounding the trumpet-of. the
‘Gospel,.let us ip the closet-and at the family altar, when,

*.watching with Jesus one hour” thraugh the week, and

“** nou forakung the assémbling: of :ourselyes together * on

the day which the Lotd hath made, fet us in the meetings
of all our Church Courts, Sessions, Presbyteries, Synods
and this the highest of cur holy convocations, on this which
is especially to us a day of éood tidings—~send up this united
and importunate cry, to God most High, to God who can
})er[mm all things for us, to the son of God who has gone
vrth to war, a kingly crown to g.ain. “ Gird thy sword
upon thy thigh, O most Mighty.,” ‘* Arise, O Lord, let
Thine enemies be scattered, and let them that hate Thee
flee before Thee,”
SIN INDICATED,

II. Let us notice secondly the sin involved. ¢ We do
not well ;" *“if we hold our peace.” The peculiar advan.
tages which cender the present a day of good tidingt tall
over on us the burden of a weightier accountability.  With
retetence to this there should be *‘great searchings of
heart.” In many strongholds of the enemy, breaches
have been made. Have we entered in and planted the
standard of the cross to the exteat we ought and might ?
Ate there not spots where the banuer droops because thers
is not another man to unfurl it? Do we give and pray
and labour as we should? Of how few can it be said,
‘¢ she hath done what she could ?”  When, in some emer-
gency, the whule power even of one frail mortal is called
out, what marvels have been wruught ! Too olten it has
been a giving what we can spare, a doing what costs us
little, & praying in feeble and fitful tones; we might have
spoken for o dying wosld, a vord to dying souls; a word
in the ears of Hun who has all power; a word in others’
ears as well, but we were silent.  OQurselves free and feast.
ing, we have thought not, as we ought, of our fellows shut
up and famishing. Even Christisns, as in the days of the
herdsman of Tcekoah, ** will dance to the sound of the viol
and drink wine in bowls, but are not grieved for thz afilic-
tioas of Joseph.” Like the thoughtless, merry-makers at
the pit mouth. *¢We are verily guilty concerning our bro-
ther, for when we saw the anguish of ‘xis soul we would not
hearken.”

In thus holding our peace we do not well :

1 We are not true to the Master. We fail to carry out
His precepts, His prayers, His prac.ice. We have often
said, ** Lord, what wouldst Thou have me to do?” He
hath * appuinted to every man His work.” He hath laidon
us the command: *“Go, work to.day in my vineyard,”
“ Go ye into all the world.” The charity of the great com-
mission circumnavigates the world. Though it ¢ begins at
home 1t must not end there.” 1his commandments in this
matter are not grievous, but we have not made haste and
ceased nut to heep them.  We have not said, everyone to
his neighbour and brother, krnow ye the Lord? We have
too much ** held our peace.”” We do not well. We have
not acted out the Master’s prayers. ** Neither pray I for
those alone.” Our own 1lustnous relormer broke the
silence of the night watches with ** Uive me Scotland or 1
dic.” Our blessed Redeemer embraced within the range of
Tiis sympathies a wider sweep. He held the world in His
arms before His Father 1a the upper room, as well as when

 Cold mountatns and the midnight air
Witnessed the fervour of His prayer.”

Nor do we reflect the Master’s example, He gave, he
lived, he laboured, to the extent of {celing. While we too
often grudge in the matter of money, he gave ¢ not such
corruptible things as silver and gold,” but His own most
precisus blood. *¢ Wist ye not that I must be about m
Father’s business,” His first recorded utterance; It
fimshed,” His last—mircor His life. Have we most dis-
tantly approached the measure of scrvice and sacrifice ren-
dered by Him who hath left us aa example that we should
t’ollow”His steps? ** We do not well, for if we hLold our
peace

2. We are not true to our profession. When ooe said, I
am the Lord’s, and and another subscribed to that blessed
name, what meant we by thisservice? It meant work, It
meant the consecration of our persons and property, and
time and talents, and influence, and all.

Our vows bore this meaning. Knowing as we did, full
well that, not on angels was the duty of bringing back our
wandering star devolved, we engaged to doour part. But
have we done it? Have we spoken to Jesus for others, and
to others for Jesus as we ought 2  Alas? too often we held
our peace instead of resolving—** for Zion's sake 1 will not
hold my peace.”

3. Wedo not well ; for we have not been true to our pray-
ers. Time and apain have we prayed ¢ Thy Kingdom
come,"” but have we done to hasten its coming 2 ~ If all were
to do, as some of us, would it ever come 2

RISK INCURRED,

III. The risk incurred by Indolerce and Indifterence,
fa]ls next to be considered. ‘If we .arry till the morning
light, soe mischief will befall us.”

1. Our own holiness and happiness will be affected
thereby. Isnot that mischief? It we * exercise ourselves
unto godliness” such spiritual gymnastics will make our
souls prosper and be in gmlth. If we stand all the day idle
our powers will be shrivelled and shrunken. There will
not be the effectual working in the measure of every part,
making increase of the body. Nor, if inactive, will we be
happy any mote than holy.  Christ’s joy will not remain in
us, nor_ will our joy be full, if, in the matter of any duty
which is present and pressing, we *‘tarry till the mom-
ing light” The joy of this salvation belongs not to the lazy
lingerer. If we go mourning all our days, instead of tasting
that juy of the Lord, which might be **onr strength,” we
have ourselves generally to blame for it. It is part of the
*¢ mischicf” that has come upon us, for holding our peace,

2. A large portion of this *“ mischief” will consist in the
forfeiture of the Master’s favour and the incurting of His-

-frown. It wasnot His way to *“tarry” when danger or

duty were imminent, In Prophecy He is represented as
saying ““for Zion's sake I will not hold my peacs, for

- Jerusalem’s seke I-will not rest.” Nor forget ‘'what He'is -

now doing. *‘I am alive for evermore.”—That life is-one
of ceaseless action;. “‘He ever liveth to make intercession,”
Ilf_mhcx;sm silent 30d slumber, the. keeper of Istacl never
-slumbers,

“ -



