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A pastor spokc to a gentlenan ini his congregation
about bccoming a miemhcr in full communion, whcn
the foilowing littie dialogue look place.

Il'Vil nlot plcaet the baby argument with yeti,
Doctor."

Il Wliat is that ? "Why, that there arc a great
many hypocrites in the Chutrchi."

That gentleman dicI not wmish tû, deciarc hiiseif on
the Lorcl's side, but hie wvas ton nmani> te try te jus-
tify Iiîimseif h> the batbV argument. It fi a baby ar-
gument. The tact tiîat tiiere are hypocrites in the
Church provcs that thcrc are manny gond people
there. The existenre or a forged haut, bill proves the
existence of the oank and of nmany >genuane bis. A
spurious coin proves the existence of the genuine
coin af tvhich it is an imitation. There cannot be
ain imitation wvhere there is nothing to iimitate.

There ks another wvay of getting nt those people
%vrio use the bâby argument for not bemng Christians.
IlYoit don't kike hypocr'tcs ? " IlNo." IlWeil, there
arc no hypocrites i heaven. Why don't you try to
go there ? Hîell us [tilt of hypocrites. W hy do you
kzecp on the broad rond that tends there? If You
dinn't like hypocrites, strange that you shotild shiun
the oniy place whcrc there are sione, and rush on to
the place where tlîcy 'viii ail spend cternity."

The baby argument is îuseti in many places and
for mnany purposes. Il is founci in Parliament, in the
law courts, on the hustings and in ail places iw'here
wveak WVhateieys try tri boister up bad causes. The
baby -argument abour.ds in the Church courts. The
littie ieliow cames into Presbytery meetings, struts
about in Synod mecetings, and even dares ta showv him-
self in the General Assembly. To tell the plain truthi
one niay hear the baby argument about as often in
the Assenibiy as -tnywl.ere tise.

It is said that in this busy age some fathers; are
away from home so much that they are unable to
recagnize their owvn children. In order that ail fond
parents whoc use the baby argument may be able ta
recognize their awn offspring at sighit %vc give a few
specimens of the baby argument :

"Charity begins at home. We have heathen at
our own doors. 1 believe in preaching the Gospel to
the heathen in aur own country before sending it to
the heathen nbroad. Wlien ail the people in our
own country are converted thien ste cans do saime-
thing for nther nations " That is the baby argument
against foreign niissions The mcanest th.ng about
it is that ;t pie-ds vur Itlure in hame %%ork as a rý,a-
son why %ve should flot do ntir dtI frobi home. No
properiy-trained bai'y waould use that argument.

"Too many rrolicges-too mlany colleges. If ne
had one or two roileges 1 would support them, but
sve have so many tliat I cannot do anytbing." That
is the bably argument against hclping on the good
wnrk of min;stcrial edluratin. As a mattei of tact
every mnan ;ni tue Chbur-li iç ai liberty ta support %%bat
ever coilege hie likes hesi.

Il %mne nf Ile people ini ibose isssted (ongregations
do flot pay as much as they mighit. If every man in
c'rery assisted cotigregation gave every cent hie could,
I might do something ; but, until it is chown that
every individual man in every cangregation gives
the hast cent bie c'ln, I am opposcd ta thie tuand.
Anyway, a minister cars live an less than $740 a
yca " Tý.ese are the baby arguments against Aug-
mnent.,tion. *rhey'are twins.

IlThe nid cburch is gond enough. i ne. er saw it sa
full but ane or two more might have been crowded in.
1 like a_ plain church. One tans %orship jusi as %weil
sitting no a slab as in a pcw. If bbc air cames in
throiglî -lie- sides, stufîthe cracks svith rage. l'ut a
wisp of %traw% in thc hales in the roof Put a veoodcn
pane in the window. W-)rship shouhd be spiritual in
ibis diçpensatian. Thiere kç no vital. religion in these
fine churches. Let us keep ta the oid church, and
truc religion." That is the baby argument aVainst
building a new church.

I am opposcd ta raising the minister's sala-y.
John the l3aptist wore a Ieathcrn girie about bis
loins, but in these days of pride and fashion minis-
ters refuse to dress ini that plain way. Johin iivcd on
locusts andI syild boncy. Niinisters have lseçonlç sa

puiffed up nowv tinat ihey won't cat locusis. The apas-
tics worc slicepskins and goatîkuns. WlVh« can't
ministers wvear sheepskis now-? 1 have a couple in
my bar-n that 1 wvould seli the church ti)r a littie over
the ma-ked price No, there niust be no risc in the
ministcr's salai-y. I can hire a mani ta take care of
my catîle for iess nioney than we pay the minister
non '" Tlhni is the baby -argument used in sanie rural
retrcats against riising the suini5ter's sala-y tram
$400 ta $50.

IPolitics are dirty. A Christian shouid not v'aie.
Voting is iningling with the worid. Christians slîould
have noihing ta do with public affairs. AIl these
things shouild bc leit ta dte men ai this %world '" Tlhat
is the baby argument againsi voting. Probabiy s3me
ofthe Christian people of Woodstock have been in
the habit of finding tbis baby argument on the first
'4 andny in Jamnry. Pcrlhaps sanie ai them went
home tramr a recent public meeting, feeling thai the
baby argument against voting leads ta some very un-
pleasant results. On the firsi Mondav af next Janu-
ai-y they niay put the baby argument quietly asleep
until they go for a gond mani as mayor.

IlIf! 1 ad been a merchant, 1 might have been rich.
Hat I been a lawyer, 1 might have muade a fortune.
HatI I been a politician, i might have been a Cabinet
minister,"' Tîtat is the baby argument somte miinis-
ters use tn show boss much they sacrificed by becoru-
ing preachers ai the Gospel. Blro'her, howv do you
k-now s-'bat you svould have been? HatI yau been a
merchant, you might have gane througb the bankrupt
court several times, andtIa made any maney by the
operation. Hat you been a iawvyer, you m'ight have a
%waîery sensation in your mouth ever tinte you pass
a wcl.regria.ted butchcr's shop. Cabinet minister,
eh!1 If you have not about a million times mnore
capacity for hand'ing pniiticai questions than is pas-
sessed by those political parsons wvho tricd te make
Mowat go last autunun, you wvouid bc buried beneath
a majority af a thousand iii some intelligent Pi-es-
byterian con stitucncy. Very tes'. ministers ever know
how ta ride the Protestant horse successfuhly, and
that is the simplest as well as the wick-edest prabieni
in political science. Brother, don't use the baby
argument ta show what yoîî might have been.

Moral:- Neyer tise the baby argument, andI %v'hen
Vou meet the littie felion', in any svaik in lite, gentiy
use the slipper.

A BIRD'S-E 'E VIlE W 0F THE A UD UBONV
S0CIE TV.

The Audubon Society is about anc year aid. It
is a socitty tormed, flot, as soine mighb think tramr
ils name, for the purpase of stîîdying the habits of
'ji-ds, as Audubon did, stihi iess of making those
stiff andI staring collections oi stuffed*btrds in glass
cases,, which are oniy tolerable in miuseurus, formied
for educational purpases. The Audubon Society %vas
formied for flie purpose of pratei..ting aur living bi-ds

the pretty, innocent songs.ers of oui- %oods, sstb-
;)ut which we should scarcciy knowv spring when it
caime. But pratecting thein tram nhat ? In the firbt
place frcmn mani the destroyer, but in the second
place- and nmostîy-froin waman the destroyer.

Evcrybody bas noticed, and somte peo}ile with
niacl pain, the. enornious number ai dead birds
whiich havc been rccently miounîcd on liais and bon-
nets-witb a mistaken view ta adorniment. Tliese
birds had ta came tronm soiewherc. Members of
thle. American Ornitiiologicai Society began ta r otice
svith aiariiî the comîparative rarity of many ( 1 the
most beautifuil birds, and '.ith such a market lo- the
siauglitcrcd innocents it %vas nat difficuit ta account
for thc disappearance. Froin the Audtibon .4aga-
ziu', dedicated ta the interests oftihis society, the
folhosving tacts are taken .--

Tht Audubon -bocscty was faunded In New York City in
Fctstitary, uS$6. lis purpose is 'ie protcctidb ai American
bi-di flot uscd for faond fromr destruction for mercantile pur-
poses. The mignitudc of the evil ssith which the- Society
wili crpe, andI the imocrativ.e nccd ai the work which ut
proposes to accaînplish, arc autthned in the tollowing sîte-
mient:.

'.Within the last ftiw ycars the destruction af aur birds
bas increased ai a rate sdîicb is alarmiung. This destruction
non' takes place on sueh a large scait as ta thrcaten tbe
destruction of a number ai aur mait useful specics. It is
cauieid on chielly b»' men andI boy-., who SOIt the skin or

' Iînset be uscd for ornarnentai purpases, principally for
th-, urummirîg ai somen's hats, bonnets andI ciolhing.
Thc'c men kilt es'crytbirig that wveirs teathers. It matters
flot if tbç bitid 4c: a vsefui ont which 4eyou.ts tbc hurtfu.1 îný

sects that destroy the farmcr's trop, or a bright.punngc-d
songster, whose advent lias been weicomed in .spring, andI
which lis rcared lis brood in the dont.-yard dusilng ihe
sumuier, or a swift.winged sca swaiiow, w hse fliglbt along
the short bas ofien, with uncrring certainby, led the fisher.
mani ta bis tlnny prey-wbatever it be, ht muets bc sacrificed
ta the bird butcher's lust for slaughter andI for gain. Bce.
sicles tht actuai destruction of the-birds, their numbers aie
stitl further diminishe'i by tbe piactice af robbing theri
nests in the brecding seasan.

IlAlthougb ib is impossible ta get at the numiier cf birds
kiiied each year, some figures have been puibilshed wiîici
give an ideanif wbat tbe siaughîter musi bc. We know thai
a single local taxidermist handits 30,000 birdsldns in ne
year:; that a single collector hrougbt back frlons a thre
monîhiC trip i î,ooas sirins ; that irons ane salait district an
Lone Island about 70,000 birds were broupbt ta New
V'or un four nionths' dime. In New York onc fi-m hll
on hand on Fetuary 1, 1886, 200,000 shuns. Tht sup.
ply is not limited by <lomestut consumption. American
t'ird-skins are sent alîroad. Tht gret European markcets
draw their supplies (loin 01t o'zer the woîtd. In Lo&ntun
thiere v-rre soli in thrce montbs, iraru ane auciion toom,
404,464 MVest Indian andI l-azillian birds. In Paris loo..
on Airican lirds have been soid iîy ant dealer in anc year.
One New York fii-m retentis' had a contract ta supýiy
40,000 skins oi American biids ta ane Paris firm. T ete
figures tell thei- own story. but ib is a sbary wbicb niight be
known without thcm. '%Ve nmay read it plainly enaugb in
tht silent bedges, once vocal with the songe ni birds, andI
in the dese.ted fields where once briglît plumage flashed in
tbe sunlight. %,

" The objections ta this cruel andI wantan destruction Of
bird-lute are nat sentimental onhy. If continued il wili soor,
not only deprive us of anc of the mosi attractive features oi
rural tilt, but il will sureiy wnrk a vast amount oi basas In
t ht farmers hy renving ont of the mosi efficient checkts on
tbe increaseofinsects. Aricuhtural interests are lit stalce.

Unless some check is imposed an ibis barbarous
antd unnatural t-eiffic, there will %oon bc no mrosit
possibiliby af killing andI torturing birds, because
there will be none lcft ta kili and torture!1 For af
course the fashion set by tbe bîgher classes is copîed
by aul grades ai snciety down ta the beggar girl whvo
cantes ta ask charity wivth a dra ged bird cf onct
briiliant plumage conspicuous an lier shabby bat
And wvhite the demand seenis ta be practically un.
limited, the supply is flot so. Most of us, howevcr,
svould preter ihat the traffic should be ended in some
ather way than by the annihilation cf aur feathere
triends, %vhich cvery poet loves and every wvoman is
supposed ta love! 1 would be a poor exchange for
ihe lite andI animation ai the sumnmer woods by tihs
bright andI happy race, ta bave a tes'. tons of old lea
thers as its sale tnemrrial t Had B3urn's lived in thu
age ne shauld doubtla-ss have had a spirited hyrir
tram bis muse-possioiy entitied IlLines Suggtstei
by a DeatI Brd on a Lady's Bonnet "ý-with ahi th
hurning thoughts wherevith lie svouhd have "lmoral
ized the spectacle," and possibty-as song is the mon5
patent force ta mouid the beart ai a peaple--is
wauid have praduced more efftct than sens ta ba%
foitowed lier gracious Majesty's appeal ta, lad!es o.
ibis bubjeci, whîch, saie may reinember, tras men
tianed bei-e hast winter: by our preset t esident.

There us only one explanation af tht annaiy tha
the more tender-hearted jialf ai creatuan-most o
svhom woutd shed tears over w~e death ai ane pet lit
-sbouid tent hemselves, by theur patronage, ta suc
a"I shaughter af the innocents" 1 It is, thai, in the fis
place, ihe barbarous ard destructive nature ai ût
trars.,. tz svhîch they thus become "a.ccomplîtes afîr
the tact * bas neyer been reaized by iberu ; or, in IL
second place, ut dots nat occur ta îhem whebn pur
chasing tht ponr -.ctims that as surehy als tht lan'
suppiy andI densand exîis, sa surely will their tire
sent patronage ensure tht destruction of tresh Yit
tims for tht following season ! There is but on
remcdy for the cvii : when ladies cease ta buy bird
birds w.ili ceast ta *Le ruthlessly destroye(l.

Tht American w.onmen have at length realiztd th:
andI the, Audubon Sociccy, like tuie simihar Stîboz
Society mn England, bas been farmed for the purp .
oi piedging aIt '.illing ta lielp un dîscouraging uL
svanton destruction of birds. It bas now ii-toi-t 12
:,ooo niembers, several hundred ai these beingfi.
Canada. Tht piedges arc threetald, andI iriudc a
stincace frani killing or capîuring wsiid birds not use
for food, tram injuring or disturbing nests andI cgg
andI fi-rn using thiri feathers in decoration.A.
anectans have piedges sent on apiplication ta the s
retary ai the socictY, 40 Park Raw, New' York Cii

Young ladies with a large cii-cie ai acquainaîc
tan do a gond work by sending for a number oi suc
plcdges, andI gttting them, signed.by ail %willing ta
,:ame members ai the Audubon Society, and sa hbc
ta save ou- iirds freim rec<css. destr-uction.
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