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O~UR ~NRIUO

TUE WVALDENSES.

%ilo ARE triIEY? tWIA-T %AS TIIFI ORICIN?

-The WVaidensian Church bas cccupied tht higi
places cf the fieldi le tht past, and is flîteti te lead tht
van ln tht future," se wncîe tht Rev. C. H. Spurgeen,
ne mean authcnity an a question of Church hisîary.

UItI is now five yeans binca 1 left the Romish Church,
and durlng the whcle cf that period my desires have
ever turnet te ýhe Church of tht Vaileys, hecause 1 ne.
cogniteln itthe truc, primitive,spostcllc ItaaneChunch."
Se wnate Dr. Desauctis, who shontly after becamt;, a
distinguished Professer in the coliega at Florence.
WVbo ien axetht Waldensts? WVhat is tiur onigin?
1 have nie: seme intelligent persans wba thought they
came fncmn the Canton de Vaudi le Swilzeland ; anti
cîhens wba supposcd tiey %vere French. Andi yet
few people have had se many bistonians as these saine
WVaidanses. Tht French histanian Mlichelet says :
"lC'est une belle singularité de ce petit peuple d'occu-
per par l'histoire une place si haute en Europe."
Antler proof that they are nat non' regarded an In-
significan: people, is tha: Cardinal Perrone, principal
cf tht Roman Coilege, pninted a volume cf 300 pages,
cnly a few yeaxs ago, agains: tbem.I "Tc sec themn
spread over Italy anti even enter iet Romet through
tht breach of Porta Pua," he says, Ilwhilst it grievcd
my spirit, it bas spunreti me ta take tht pen te fight
-as n'el as I may be able te de in mny nid age, a gains:
tht enemies o! tht Roman Chunch, and te dit, if it
please Gad, sward in hand"I

If then these few IlValleymen ' are of such Import-
ance ie the estimation cf Ronie, as ta cause this ageti
cardinal te cancentrate the remainiaig strength cf bis
life ta combat theni, it cannt be ncgaided suptu du.
eus, I hope, if 1 should spenti a fen' bouns in collect-
ing and connectang saine of tht facts vdauch are known
witb any certaun:y regarding their origan, se that such
o! your readers as niay tauke tht trouble ta tead thîs
letter, may ho able te answer tht question asked abave,
sO fan a: Ie..st as those whe bave studieti tht subject,
are able te tell. Regatding the

ORIGIN OF VRE WALDENSFS,

one supposition is that they are the descendants cf
those anly Itaian Christian refugees, who, after Paul
had preacheti the Gospel in Rome, aban. 'neti their
homes ta escape persecution. anti fleti te tht deep
nieuutaie recesses cf the Cattian Alps, amidst which
a remnaui, no:withstanding the thirty-thnee persecu-
tions ta which they were subjected, has yet remained
faithful adherents ta their primitive faith.

Santie have even thaugh: that St. Pauîl himself may
have visited these valteys on bis way te Spain, if he
crer mnade the journey which he a: ont lime content-
plaied, andi that the present Waldenses zxe tbe succes-
sons et cenvents madie hy that apostît cf tht Gentiies.

O abers again think that thc Chu tcb ci the: V.audais
nnay have been planteti by saine zealous missionanies
wbo, le tht eaniy years oi Cbnistianlty, passeti betiveen
Italy and France anti who, Ilwarnicd hy that love
which madie ne labour excessive, no recesses out a!
the way, nray have tunneti aside te tell ta those
secludeti, hardy mounitainters, tht message cf salira-
tian."1

Sanie date their onigin front tht lime cf Vtgilan:ius
(fourth centaary), on of Claude, Bishop of Turin (nmnth
century) ; but modern histanians wha have taken pains
ta examine the subject cniticaliy, thinlc that they can
only be traceti hack to thet welfth century, when, undex
tie influence o! Peter Waldo, the inhabitants cf tht
valcys cf Pellice, Chisone and Germanasca separatcti
theinselves frnm tht Churcli cf Rame in arder te ne-
main faithful te Christ andi His Gospel. Dr. Herzog,
cf Erlangen, whe mrade a very extensive andi minute
study cf tht mest ancient WVaidensian literature, faunti
in ail the great librairies of Europe, is the chief repre-
sentative cf those who halti thc last-nameti opinion.
And this well-knaimn German writen, bath as iregards
bis re.ligions anti ccclesjastical, sympathies, is entirely
on tht side cf tht Waldenses ; and bis views are en-
dorseti hy Dieckhofl', Schmidit anti others. Preofesser
Emlie Comba cf tht Waldcnslan College o! Florence,
after tiaborate research, conducteti witlr the greatest
care andi mas: scrupuious fairncss, bas arniveti a: the
saine conclusions as these friendly Gemman critics.
In the course cf Lust sumnmer 1 hati many apportuni-
tics cf conversing ivith bu on this subject, and lie
explamratt ta tnt at Icragti tht groundis on wbich bc

was cnmpel!ed ta admit that ho ccuid fInd no traceocf
the 'Waiden ses prier Io the lima of

P1LTR WALDO, OF IONS.
and these wcre substantallly such ais the foiiowirig
The oldest witers on the subject belonged ta the twac
classes, the Catholiks nnd'the WVaidcnses, accordiag
ta early Cathoiic testimany, the oigle c(the WVaideu-
ses goc.% back to Pcter Waido, who iived ln the twelfth
century ; and this opinion remains aimost uncbanged
with their successors dnwn ta the present day. Now
Prof. Comba holds that thls cestimony, although borne
by adversants, slill passasses a-certain weigbt in a
question of this ktnd. But ancien: %Vntdcnsian docu.
ments recentty discoveted, and iwhich relate patiy te
the Itaian branch ln Lomnbardy, and partiy ta the
Gallic branch that had penctrated Into the Coutait
Alps, accept the opinions of their enernies concerning
their onglen.

TiIIOLOGICAL CONTROVERSIES
were flot long, however, ln crealing opinions al, vari-
ance with these The Roman Church was constantiy
boasting of Ils apostolic succession :it was natural,
therefore, that the Waldenses who were church ne-
farmets, shouid recall the people ta the traditions las:
ait the lime of Constantine. In consequence they
werc ttuiy enough said te be the successors cf the
aposties in spirit and ln truth. This statement which
had rterence only ta the antiquity of their failli, was
soon construed as referring alsoi ta their crigin, and
tended ta modify the views ptcviousiy prcvaiig.
This was particuianiy the case with poiemîcal wrlîers
who wished ta contrast the WValdenses ,with the ad-
herents of the Roman Churcb. Prof. Comba quotes
the (ollowing sentence [rom Maclaine's notes ta bis
edition cf Moshelm, ar ilustrative of a certain metho?.
of writing history . lWhcn the Papists ask us whe,'e
Our religion was beore Luther, we geeerally answer.
J,: thte Bible, and we answer weli. But te gratify thein
taste for tradition and huinan authority, we may
add te this answer : Andm anlic va/îe)ys o/ Piedi,îontY"

The churches af France havîeg dec:ded topublish a
IIISTORV OF TUE WALPENSES,

the pastors cf th~e Valicys cntrusted te Dominique
Vignaux, ont of their seniors thet ask of coilecting
and connecting the original documents inhcrited front
their fathers. These came int the bands cf Perrin,
the firs: histonian cf the Waldenses, who, after an ex.
amination of the documents, corifirmed that which had
been stated fromt the bcginning, viz., that this people
awed their origin ta Peter Waldo. This first a:îemp:
not:proving altogether satisfactoîy te the pastors ofthe
Vallcys, ane cf thein, Czillio by narie, ivraIe a second
history (î56o), in whicb, while apparently flot depant-
ing from primitive tradition as ta their enigin, lie states
that tht Waldenses on their arrivai in the Italian
valtys (ound "favourable surroundirigs.II Nex: carne
Liger, who, quitting the region cf historical fact, en-
tercd that ai Iegends, and narrated niarvellous stories
which long continued ta daminate Waidensian litera-
ture, and which were extensIvely capied abroad,
especially by English vwriters, sucla as Sir S Mlodand,
Dr. GkIly and otbers. German critiçism bas now fully
exposed the errons of the Ligtr scbool cf writers, and
Professer Comba, alter a thorough investigation ci the
subject, lias succecedr, he thinks, in brlngiug !ite
view again tht truc tradition cf thtis ancient and mos:
interesting people. In his great woîk enîtled IlHis-
tory cf the Martyrs cf tht Relormat ion in Italy," is a
chapter devoted te " WaJda and the %Valdcnsians bc-
fore the Reformatian." Ht begins 1: by comparing
tht history cf this people te, tht Nit, as wtll an
account cf its fructiiying influence on tht lands through
wih it passes, as the supposed i rystery of ils origin.
Ho concludes the chapter by resurning tht simile and
says that "1no:withstanding certain clouds, il is yet
perceptible that il springs framt the heights cf Catholic
tradition, fromt the xock of the Sacred Scripîures by
means oi! Waldo. WVe se rivulcus flowing Into it an
ail sides ; here, Christian doctrines mixtd with Rcniish
errais; lterie, ascetic customns and ecclesiastical, (cris
already in use with the Cathani, but stili fret fromt tht
Pagan superstitions ; farther on, new notions denived
frnm the reactions of Huss and the breihren of
Bohernia; finalIy it widens, and emplies ino the sua
of tht Relorrnation. And in Ils changcable course il
was even benefitent siiice it restoredl ta honour the
Word cf God, obscurcd hy tradition. Il mrade the
life, thre liberty, the foliowship of believtrs ta shine in
contras: with a clery, vulgar, despotic and sectarian.
Betiveen the àegeneratc Church cf Rome and the

Rercnxatian there was, ln a dagmatlc, nmerai and oven
ecclesiastical point cf view, a period of transitian,
which remieds ont ci that betiveen the synagogue
and tht npastclic Chtanch. Entered tapon by an
apostia af the Sacred Scriptuncs, il enraiied a leglon
of masters ln an aiga (nuiîfut in llflerate peopleo; and
therefore al, the dawn cf eew days i: was neady ta te.
coiva îhem with tht aid cf tht Bible prinîced ln their
mother. tangue

It is cnly lair te add that sevenal of the pasIers ln
tht Vallys with whom 1 oonvcrscd on this subject

DIFFER IN OPINION

front that cf Professer Comba. Professon Tran cf
Tart Pellice, who bas pubiished a monograpi an
Il'Peter Valdo and tht Paon cf Lyons,"l and wlîh whom
i bail many interestieg conversations, devotes a chap.
ter cf bis bock te IlValdo and the Vaudois." lu this
ho says that the histonicai difiicuity as te the relation-
sbip between Walde and the Vaudois, dots not acem
te hlm te ho se definitlvely settied one way an the
ather, as some appear ta regard It. That thetuner.
chant cf Lyons arrived a: a knowiedge of the Gospel
%i 'thout ethen aid than bis flible-tbat the zeai cf Ibis
godiy mi an d the arrivait cf bands of bis finît disci-
ples in tht valicys of tht Alps, revived the Vaudois by
ccmmunicating new fle, Prof. rn quille believes.
But that the Vaudois awe absolutcly everytbing ta
him-tbcir crigin andi religlous opinion", as iveli as
their naine, he thinks there ara a: ieast reasons stng
ecaugh ta malte hlm doubt Nelîhen dots hc coni-
siden tht prionity cf tht Vaudois ta Peter W'taIdo te
be cf such importance as sonie regard il. This ques-
tien intertsting enougli in a bistorical paint cf vicw, Is
not one of vital importance te the Vaudois. Even Il
there was tht niest unquestionable proof net cnly of
thclr ptiority te Walde, an even cf their apostoiic
orngin, there wouid ha littît cause for glorification,
faith being ne: a praperty for transmission (rom father
ta son as afamily heritage. And even as regards ex-
ternat profession, it is only tee wel proved tluat a
church niay have been feunded hy tht apostles, with-
out le conscquence coetinuing te be tht piliar andi
gnound cf thet ruth. W.Vat tht Vaudois-bave te be
thankful for, as a signal favoun, is not their having
precedtd hy sanie centuries tht Iaiîhfui WValdo, but
that, notwathstanding thtar feebleness andi long prier
ta tht Refoimatien, îhey nnaietnaned in opposition îe
ail tht powers of Raine and of tht world, tht righ: of
tach i ndividual to read bis lBie, and te bow the kne
cniy before Him inhe can kill or save.

If there ever n'as a lime when they refaiscd to bc
caiied Vaudes (sorcerers), an odiaus nicknameapplied
te themn by tLeir ativersarles, for the purpose cf îuin-
ing theni and inaking them ridiculous, il assurediy
was not, Prof. Tran adds, hecause they ivere ashamed
cf %Valdo, but because they belti ItI te bc more con-
(aintable ta their principles ta beaz ne other naine
than tbat o! Christ-tht acknowledged Chief Pastor cf
their " littie flock "-their oniy Master and Savicur.

Tht tics which reaiiy connect tht Vaudois ivith tht
follawers cf the Lyonese refermer, arc, Prof. Tron
thinks, briefiy these : In thc first place they bath
bear in early documents a common naine, that o!
Vaidenses or Vaudts Again, bands cf tht disciples
cf Walde, to escape pensecution crossed, a: a very eaxly
period-twetn 1 î85 andti s 1 pcrhaps-inte Italy
anti settieti on tht huglien portion cf tht niou4tains,
then unoccupied, and in lime a fusion teck place be-
tween :hemt andi tht Vaudois -fho bail long inhabited
tht Valîcys. Farther, by tht relations long existing
between tht Picards cf Bohernia and tht evangelical,
Chnistians cf Piedmnont, and entire canfornuity in re-
ligions sentiments the Vaudois of Lyons anti t.hosc cf
the Cottian Alps bave offen beea coafouaded the one
witb tht other, al, first by thcir enemies and latex on
by snme cf their most sinccre frientis. But whcîher
t.hey ivere braîhers or chiltiren cf tht " poer of Lyons,"
the Vaudois cf Itaiy, Prof. Tran says, may learn inuch
from, tht faitlr and energy cf tiese valiant witnesses
for tht truth. Anti Peter Waldo, wbcn bis flfe is cane-
ful!y studied, inay stili, alter *ht lapse of seven cen-
tuzics, teacli many salutary tessons.

Whatever vicw of tht question then tue may be dis-
poscd te talte, and there is cettiily gnound for differ-
once of opinian,, anc thing at least is clean tha: tht
origine!f tht Waidcnses is te a atnihuted tathe study
of the Word of Goti. Evert Cardinal Perronc admits
this, fat he says . I I mut ha remtemhered that tht
point of departune cf the Waidensian scct n'as tht
study O! the Bible." Andi history describes that true
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