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hand. Heow wau it to be disposed of
In whatever new course directed, that
course was certain to be pursuied with
extraordinary vigour. It seems rea-
sonable to suppose-so reasonable as
to lie asstumed almost as a matter of
course-that, under all the circurn-
stances, the Icelander wo-ild betake
himself , with his spare time, and with
his energy craving to be put to use,
to intellectual self-culture. H1e did so,
ln fact. 11e became learned ; lie be-
came a peet, a historian, a geographer
-in short, a cultivator of literature
an 'd the science s generally. The pro-
cess by which this state of affairs came
about can be easily conjectured. In
the long winter evenings, wlien some-
thing had to be done te, pass the time,
the older miembers of' the family cir-
cie would entertain and inspire the
younger ones with tales-Sag,-ýf
the heroic deeds of their fathers in
the mother land, or in other countries;
or with stili okier Sagas which they
had iearned in their youth, in old
Norway itseif. If the actions com-
municated were of a specially heroic,
or otherwise touching character, their
narration was clothed in nurnbers.
These frequent repetitions of poems
from the ,Skalds, and of tales f rom the
Sagaiinen, wouid natiurally lead ad-
miring, listeners to original efrsi
the same direction. The Icelander
became himself frequently, nlot oiily a
Skald, but even an Imprevisatore.
The Sagaman eventually developed
into a historian-into a dispenser of
general literature. This resuit was
xnaterially furtliered by the spirit of'
mercantile enterprise which, as ai-
ready nientioned, had already super-
seded the Icelandic Norseman's pirati-
cal habits. The Icelander, sailing upon
every known sea, and endowed with
a keonly observing and an inquiring
mind, brought home with hini from
divers countries stores, not only of car-
rent news, but also of such valuable
information upon gener 1al subjects as
those foreign parts had to give ; and
the eagerness with which these stores

were sought by bis mentally bunger-
ing fellow countryinen, was only equal.
led by the readiness with which they
were dispensed. Thus the Icelanders;
became what we are now accustornec
to call well-informed people-the mest
se, indeed, of any in that portion of
the worid which, comparatively speak--
ing, we would designate as the most
civilized of' that period.

The Statehood into which Iceland
greuý, and the fundamentals of which
had been brouglit over freni Norway,
was admirably suited to the intelle-
tuaI development eof its people. The
Landnaznabok was a book in which
were enroiled the naines of ail the first
Norwegian settiers in Iceland. The
Doomsday Book, drawn up long after-
wards in England, by William the Con,
querer, was a simular achievement, ai-
thougli a less perfect work ; for this,
Landnamabok is described as ' the
mest compiete national record that lias
ever been compiled.' The descendants
of these original Landnamen, with.
probably a few others who subse-
quently became land-holders, consti-
tuted the State. 0f course the most
eof these-probably ail of thein, in the
earlier history of the State-had ser-
vants ; some of' them, only a few ;
others, a large retinue. The govern-
ment eof the island, then, was a R1e-
public; or, te, speak with more par-
ticularity, an Oligarchy, founded upon
a very wide basis. We find that be-
tween the Landnaman, or between the
more powerful, or more active of theni,
on the one hand, and the poorer, or
leas influential, and the members of
the servant ciass, on the other, there
were maintained relationships very
similar te those between Patrons anti
Clients, in the old Romnan days. The
fermer frequently employed his elo-
quence and learning, as well as bis
ether influences-net always strictly
incorrupt-in atlvocatinga the cause of
the latter ln their Thingys. The T'h n
-meanrng li terally to speak, and there.
fore equivalent te the Englisli word
Parliaine-t-was an institution which
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