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The Eisteddvod is very comprehlensive in its constitution. Last
year's gatherings wore conducted by a State Church clergryman and
a Radical M.?. On the platform. could be seen the Tory peer, Lord.
'Tredegcar, and the religious enthusiast, Father Ignatius, clad in hlis
inonk's habit, rope-girded waist, and shaven crown, expatiating in
his speech on the work of the Non-conforinists, espeeially the Cal-
wvinistic Methiodists or Presbyterians of 'Wales. To conduet a four-
day's gatheringr of the kind, at a tirne wheu the people are organiz-
iing themselves for a quiet revolution, wvas P grand achievement.
Political strifes in the Principality are shorn of raucli of their
asperity by the conciliatory influence of the Eisteddvod.

The programme of til. Eisteddvod is as varied as the capabilli-
tics of the people. Prizes are ofl'ered rauging i value fromu one bo
a hundred or two hundred gruineas. Sometimes the expenses reachi
four thousand pounds. The range of subjeets can be gruessed froni
the following items culled from. ]ast years progriammne :-Ode for
the Bardie Chair, "The W.elsh Bible." Essays: «The Industrial
Resources of Wales axd thc Means of their De,';elopment;ý" -'The
Place of Welsh in the Aýrymn Family of Languages; "The History
of Welsh Literature from .4.D. 1650-1850." Traaslation of "Thc
Death of Hector " (Hiomer) f romu Greek int'Q 'Welsh." Twvo great
choral competitions (1) for choirs of 80 bo 100 strong, five choirs
competingr; (2) chief choral conipetition for c.hoirs of 120 bo 200
strong. First prize £150 with gold niedal for the conduetor, second
prize £50. Total number of sigers who eutered the competition,
1,267. Eachi choir hlad bo sinjg thrce test pieces : 1, 'gYe Nations,
Offer bo the Lord " (Mlendelssohin); 2, ««Lullaby of Life"' (Leslie);
3, 'Twas tIen ye Sons of God (Jenkins). There werc also orchestral
and mnusical composition competitions. Prizes were also offered for
works of art,> modelling, in clay, Paiving on wood and sbone, paint-
ing on terra cotta, and free-hand drawing The proceedings uach,
day 'were interspersed by eloquent orations by r epre3entative miez
and solos b-y some of the inost ereinexnt vocalists-, Last ypar's
Eisteddvod was graced by the presence of the Queen of Song,
Adeline, Patti. SIc sang soxme of lier favorite airs, and she allowed
herself to become a xnember of the frater-nity of druids, bards, and
niinstrels of the Isle of Britain, and she is b lbe known henceforthi
on EisWedvodic platforms by the pseudonyîu, «« Linos y Dê"

f(Linnet of the South).
0f the ancient ceremonies observed, the two most impressive


