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HOME AND SCHOOL.

1, ESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER.
stupies N THE RINGS.

$1.0. 607. LESSON VI
Tiig ProvuzTS of BAAL.
1 Kings 18, 19-29, Commil o ment. vs. 19.21.

GorLoxx TrxT.

Af the Lord bo God, follow him: but if
Baal, then follow him.—1 Kings 18 21,

CentRAL TnUTH.

The most important decision of our lives
{s, whom wo will serve and love supremely.

DaiLy RrApIRos.

N, 1 Kings 18, 19-29, Th. Luko 16, 1-13.

T Ex, 32, 26-36, F. Deut. 6, 1.25,

Ww. Josh, 24, 14.28, Sa. Jor. 10, 1-16,
Su. Iea. 85. 1-13.

Tiue,—B.C, 807, immediately following
the last lesson,

Prack.—Mount Carmel, a ridge 12 miles
Jong, on the west coast of Palestine. It is
1,728 feot high at its summit. Elijah's sacri-
fico was on tho caatern summit, which rises
like a wall from the great plain of Esdraelon,
1t could be seen by vast numbers, even as
far as Jezreel, here s on it a sort of
natural platform, and near it an unfailing
spring of water.

RuLsrs.—Ahab, king of Israol (11th
year); Jchoshaphat, king of Judah (7th
year)

IntRODUOTION,—In our last lesson we left
Elijah confronting Ahab near Mt. Carmel.
Klijah hsd charged Ahab with ;being the
catize of the famine, and he now challenges
the king to a test s to who was the true
G

[Angt. 9.

Hxrps over HARD Praces.—18, Prophets
of Baal—Priests who conducted his worship,
and who uttered sometimes wild and frantic
cries sipposed to_come from tho inspiration
of the idol. Hence they were called
mphota, i.¢., those who apeak under special
sivmo influence. Of the groves— Of Ashtor-
otk, the Phenician Venus, Eat at—Rather
from. They were supported by Jezebol.
These last-named prophets did not come.
21, How long haltye—i.c., Aroye undecided,
vacillating, Belween two opinions—Whether
to serve %od or Baal, 24, The Qod that
answereth by fire—A miracle, that only God
_could porform would be a test as to whether
"Baal was God,  Baal was roguded as the
wun, and it was midday, so t at if any idol
could bring fire he could. God is s ire in
the influences of the s irit, in consuming
#in, in warning end ¢ eering hearts, in
givinglight te mind and soul, purifying men.
Any religion which cannot do theso things
is false. Thisinthe testof all. 26, 0 Baal,
hear us—This was repeated, over and over
again, with shouts, frantic dances, and
cutting of flesh, 28, Cut themselves—Think-
ing their God would bo pleased with their
torture. [Evening sacrifice—Threo o'clock
p.m.
Supigors ¥OBR SPEOIAL Rzronrts,—Elijah
mooting Ahab.—Mt. Csrmel.—The prophets
of Baal,—The fairness of the trial.—An-

sworing by fire.—Elijah’s irony.—The
prayers and cuttings of tho priests of Baal.’
QUESTIONS. ‘

Inzropuctory.—Where did we leave
Elijah in our last lesson? With what had,
he charged the king?

Sopyxor: ‘Tug IMporTaNT DECISION.

1, Tue CuanLexee (vs. 19, 20),—What
did Elijah now propose. to Ahab? Who
weora. to be assembled? In what place?,
How was Mt. Carmel especially adapted for
this purpose? Wh{ aro DBaal's priests
called prophets? Who wero meant by tho
provheta_of the groves! Who supported
then.? Did they come with the othera?
Did the king oboy? What made the great
king yleld to tho true prophet?

1J. Tue Cuowck (v. 21),—Botweon what

hey for serving Baal? What rensons can
'touythink of w%ly the{ should serve God?
y were thoy undecided? Why did they
make no answer? Have woa like choice to
make? What excuses de men have for not
sorving God? What reasons have weofor
choosing him as our Master and God? Why

is indecision unroasonable? Why is it
dongerovs?
LI, Tur Tesz {(vs, 292.24),—How_many

wero on God's side? How many on Baal's?
How did Elijah propose to teat which was
Siow how his -proposal wos

porfectly fair, and gave them every advon-

tago? 1owwould the fire froin heaven prove
which was tie true od? How was fire
vapociatly adapled to Banl's claimas? In
what respects is fire o §ood symbol of the
ttue G% Y (Acts 8. 1.3; Mal. 8, 2; Dout.
4. 94; Mate. 8, 113 Ex, 18, 21; John L b.)
Whit test omothing like this is the testof
overy roligion? (See Helps.) What did
the people say to Elijah’s proposall

IV. Tur FAILURE OF BAAL TO STAND THE
Trst (v, 25-20).— What did the prophets of
Tlaal do? What was their prayer? Whot
did tuey do to make Baal hear them? What
was the objoct In cutting themselvee? What
did Elijah say tothem? Howlong did they
continue their trial? With what auccess?
Willthe godsof thieworld —riches, pleasures,
honours, or the various forms of infidelity—
be oa:iny botter ablo to help us in our times of
need ?

PrAOTIOAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. Evory ono must msko the choice be.
twoen God and the world,
9, Every person should faithfully examino

the claims of true religion,
3. The test of true religion is the ‘‘ans-
wering by fire,"—the purifying, cleansing
wer of the Holy Spirit, the power that
rings revivals, that gives spiritual life, that
enlightens the mind, that cheers tho heart,
4, Indeclsion in religion is stupldity and
folly and death.
5. Lot usrojoice ina God that never sleops,
but is zo great that he can hear every cry of
overy porson in his whole universe.

Review Exgroisz.  (For the whole Scheol
in concert.)

6. What did Ahab do for Elijah? Axs,
Heo gathered tho people of Isracl and the
prophets of Baal upon Mount Carmel. 7.
What did Elijah say to the people there?
{Repeat v. 21.) 8. What test id Elijoh
proposo? Ass. That each party build an
altar, and ** the God that answercth by fire,
let him be God.” 9. Whatdid the prophets
of Baal do? Awns, They built the n{tar, laid
the sacrifico upon it, and called upon Baal
for several hours. 10. What was the result ?
ANs, *‘Thore was neither voice, nor any to
answer, nor any that rezarded.”

B.C. 807.] LESSON VII. [Aug. l6.
Tug Provriuzr oF THE LORD.

1 Kings 18. 30-46. Commit to mem. v, 36-39,
GorLpxN TrxT. '

The Lord, ho is the God; tho Lord, he is
the God.—1 Kings 18, 39.

CeNTRAL TRUTH,

God answers the prayers of his people ina
wonderful way.

Dairy RRADINGS.

M, 1Kings18,30-48. Th, James5, 13-20.
4. @ Chron. 7. 1-14, F. Luse 11, 1-13,

W. Dout..13. 6-18. Sa. 2 Kings 19. &
20, 32-37.

Su. Pa, 65. 1-13.

Tisr.—B.C. 907, immediately following
1‘;1110 last lesson; the afterncon of the same
ay.

Prack—~Mt, Carmel; tho castern ox-

| tremity.

O1roumsTANCES.—The people of Tsrael
were astembled on Mt. Carmel, with kin

Ahab, to witnos the trial between Elijah!
and the four hundred and fifty prophets of
Baal., Theso last had prepared their sacri-
fice, and for several hours hadiprayed to
Baal for fire from heaven, but no answer’
came. Now it was Elijah’s turn, :

Heres oviR Harp Praces.—30. Come.
near—To defend and to watch tho pro hot.,
31, Twelve stones—To show that alP the
tribes should bo one in serviig the Lord.'
32, Atrench . ., asgreat aswould contain two
measures of seed—The measure here is the
seah, containing about three gallons, The

that would hold two measures. 33. Fill
four barrels (water jars) with water—To
prove to the people that there was no trick
or doceit. 36. T%me of tie evening sacrifice
—Threo o'clock. 38, The firc of the Lord
Jell—From heaven, openly, before the cyes'
of the people.  Consumed the stones—To show
that it wos no ordinary fire, but divine.
The dust—Tho carth which filled the encloged
place between the stones, 39, They fell on
their faces—In wonder, foar, and worship,
40. The brook Kishon—Which flowed at the
base of Carmel, And slew them there~Not
a massacre, but an executlon for crime, So
God had commanded (Deut 13, 1.18.) The

king would not do it, therefore Elijah did,

trench was as wide and deep as o .vessol'| 88

Theso mén wote oriminals, Thoy wero
ruining thelr coutitry, They wore traitors,
And thoy weto punishoed on the same prinol
Jdes thit mutdorors are oxecuted, or an
nvading ariny Is attacked and slain. Not
to do it would bo cruelty, and not moray.
44. A cloud . . . like a man's hand-—is
Jarge as a mon's hand, In Palestine thisis
tho procureor of a rain atorm, 46, The kand
of the Lord—The power of tho Lord, enabling
him to run the soventeen miles to Jezreel,
Ran before Akab—Ta show that though o
prophet ho was still an obediont subjoct of
the king.

Sumr.gcrs For Srroral Reeorts —The
clreumstances.— Elijah’a altar,—1is precau-
tiona against all possible dece stion, —Elijah's
prayer.—The fire from tho ord.-—The use
of miracles,—The destruction of Baal's
prophota,—Tho raln,

QUESTIONS.

INTRODUCTORY,—What company wag ns-
sombled in our last lesson? In what placo?
For what purposo? What was the result of
the trial en tho port of theidolators?

Sussecr: Two Pravers axp THRIR
ANBWERS,

1, ELAI'S PREPARATION FOR TiIE SACRI-
vick {ve. 30-35),~-Why did Elijah gather

ople near him?  Of what did ho bulld the
altar? Was it a now one? Why did he
uso just twolve stones? How large was tho
trench around it? How mamy * barrels,”
or water jars, of water were poured over the
sacrifico? For what purpose?! Why was
this very important?

11. Brisau's Praver (vs. 36, 37).~—When
was Blijah's sacrifice road‘{! Why did he
choose thistime? How did headdress God !
Why did ho use this address? What did
be desire in his prayer? Had God then
already turned the heart of the people back
again? What characteristics of true prayor
do you find in this prayer?

IIL. Tur ANswir (va. 38:-40),—In what
way did God answer? What showed that
the answer came from God? What is o
miracle? Iow do miracles prove the word
to be from God? Why do we not need
miracles now? What was the answer in
the hearts of the poople! Were they really
converted? How did Elijah immediately
got them o work? The object of this?
How many prophets of Baal wero slain?
According to what law? {Deut. 13. 1-18,)
Did they deserve it? Could the country
have been saved in any other way! How
was this execution an act of mercy to the
nation? What practical lessons con you
find in tho above varses?

1V. EvLuan’s SEcoND PRAYER (vs. 41-43.)
What did Elijah donext? Had rain been
promised? (1 Kings 18. 1.) Why, then,
was it neceszary to praﬁ for it? hy was
tho answor delayed? How many times did
ko send to see if tho rain was coming?

V, THE ANSWER (va, 44.46,)—What did
tho watcher first seo? What message did
Elijah send to the king? Was this answer

iven by natural law? How does it differ
rom the amswer to tho provious prayer?!
Docs God answer in both wn{a now?! Where
did Ahab end Elijah go? Why did Elijah
run before the king? How far was it?
What lessons can you learn from this part
of the lesson?

PRACTICAL SUGGLSTIONS,

1. The Church of God is one, in spite of
sl its apparent divisions,

9. There is advantage in worshipping God
ot stated times,

3, Miracles aro God's signaturc to his
mes_saée, and endorsement of his messengers,

4. God still approves his message and his
messengers by his divine power in changing
the hearta of men.

6. Rightcons punishment of the criminal
is merey to the nation,

8. Porsovors in prayer. Watch as well
pray.
4. Small beginnings often result in great
endings.

Review Exerose. {For the wholo School
in concort.)

11, When Baal's prophots failed, what
dia Elijah dot Axs, Ho rebuilt an altar of
the Lord with twelvostones, 12, What did
he do as a guard against deception? ANs,
He flooded altar and zacrifice with water,
13. What followed Blijah’s prayer? ANs,
Fire came from Ged and consumed sacxifice
and altar, 14, What was the effect on the
¥eople‘! Ans, (Repeat v, 38.) 15, What
'o\lowcd the repentance of tho people? ANs,
Tho rain came and tho famine was ended.
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Neatly Bound in Cloth and Illustrated.

THE TOOLS AND INDUSTRIES 0
ANTHALS,

A Sories of Rooks, cach with Coloured
Frontisplcco and numorons Engravings,
18mo.

Who was tho First Architect?
\Who was tho First Papor-Maker?
Who woro tho Firat Miners?
Who were the Firat Builders?
Who were the Firat Woeavera?

A sories of ontortaining and Instruc
ttve booka,

MRS, GEORGE CUPPLES' PALES
FOR THE YOUNG. '

Each with Coloured Frontispiocs, Dlumin
ated Side, and numerous ongravings, ]
18mo. i }‘
Price 30 cents each. s
Bortha Marchmont,
Fanny Silveater, i
Bluff Crag; or, A Good Word Costa Nothing, |
Hugh Wellwood's Success. it
Alico Leighton.
Carry’s Rose; or, Tho Mngic of Kindness,
Littlo May and her Friend Conaclonce.

Bright, cheerful storios, cach having for tk

itaobject the inculeation of some good moral § '
lesson, e

THE KITTEN SERIES,

By R. M. BALLANTYNR.
Fach with Coloured Frontispioce, and
numerous Engravings.
The Three Little Kittens, E
Me-n-ow; or, Good Advice to Cnts and t

Six protty volumes for tho amusement of
the littlo onea, While amusing, the author
contrives to interweave many uscful lessons
with his stories.

THE A, L. 0, E. SEBIES.

3ach with Coloured Frotispieco. Royal

18mo,
Price 35 cents each.

Fdith and Hor Aysh, and Other Sterics

With numorous Engravings.

The Hymn my Mother Taught Me, and

Other Stories. "Twenty-four Eugravings

The Olive Branch, and Other Stories, With

Sixtcen Illuetrations,

A Friend in Need, and Other Storlea. With

Seven Engravings.

Good for Evil, and Othor Stories,

Fourteen Engravings.

Try Agnin, and Othor Stories. With numer

ous Engravings.

Upwarddand Downwards, and Other Storics.

With Sixteen Engravings.
Wings and Stinge, With Six Engravings:

FAVOURITE STGRIBS FOR
YOUNG READERS,

The Adopted Brothers; or, Blessed are the
Peacemakors, By M. I, Clem 1
Author of “The Story of tho: Beacoh

Kittens. i ‘
The Robber Kitten, jir -
The Buttorfly's Ball. ;
Lifc of o Ship. b
Mister Fox. i
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Fire,” oto. Largo foolscap “8vo, cloth
extra.
Annals of the Peor. _Curapleto ecition, with

Memoir of Legh Riclimond, Royal 13m0,

A cheap cdition of these W
Christian narratives, which so
portray trae piely in humble life.

WILLIAM BRIGGS,
78 & 80 King Strcot East, Toronto.
C. W. COATES, Montreal, Que.

S. F, HUESTIS, Halifax, N«Sé
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