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HOME AND SCHOOL.

At Set of Bun.

It we sit down wt st of sun

And count the things that we have done,
And counting tind

uUne stlf-denying act, one word

That eased the heart of him who heard,
One glanee, most kind,

That fell hke sunshine where it went—

Then we may count this day well spent,

But if throngh all the live long day
We've eased no heart by yea or nay ;

{t through it all
We've doue no thing, that we can trace,
That brought the sunshine to a face ;

No act, most small,
That helped some soul, and nothing cost—
Then count that day as wotse than lost,

—Ella Wheeler,

LLESSON NOTES.
THIRD QUARTER.
STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT.

B.C. 1222,] LESSON IX. [Aug. 26,
GIDEON'S ARNY.

Judges 7. 1-8. Commit to memory vs. 2, 3.

Govpex Texr.

The aword of the Lord, and of Gideon.—
Judges 7. 20.

CExTRAL TRUTH.

God can give the victory to the fewest
numbers and the feeblest instrumentalities.

TiMr.—About B C. 1222. Two hundred
years after our last lesson. Gideon was judge
from B.C. 1222-1182,

Prace.—Gideon's home was in Ophrah, in
Manasseh, The battle was fought in the
valley at the foot of Mt. Gilboa, 15 or 20
miles south-west of the sea of Galilee.

ISTRRVENING EvENTS.—

1. The oppression of Chushan-
Rishathaim during the last
days of Joshuwa . . . . .
2, First Judge, Othniel ... . 40 years,
3. Oppression by Moabites ., . . 18 years,
4. Deliverance by Ehud, rest for . 80 years,
5. Op{ucsgion by Jabin and Sisers 20 years.

8 years.

6. Deliverance by Deborah and

Barak, rest for . . . . . 40 yeam,
7. Op{meuion by Midianites . 7 years.
8. Deliverance by Gideon, and rest

for . . « « « o o o+ o 40 yours,

InTRODUCTION, —Two hundred years have
passed since the death of Joshus, The
northern tribes have now been suffering for
seven yoars under the depredations of the
Midianites, who have carried away their
cattle and destroyed their harvests. To-day's
lesson gives an sccount of the deliverance
God sent them when they repented.
Heies oven Huep Praces.—1. Jerubbaal
—d.e, One with whom Baal centends
Gideon was so named from his casting down
Baal's.altar, See Judges 8. 24.32. Harod
....Moreh—A fountain and & hill in the
valiey of Jereel, at the base of Mt. Gilbos.
8. Whosoever afrnid--Ag the aight of the
multitude of the Midianites. 5. Loppeth—
Brought the water to his month in his hand,
showing quickness and prudence, as not put-
tiug himself in the power of the enemy by
lyiug down. 8. Trumpets — Bach of the
t{n'oe hundred had a torch, which he hid in
« pitcher as & dark lantern, and a trumpet
which was ususlly in the hands ouly of
leaders. So that there seemod to be 300
chiofteins. The blare of the trumpets and
the crash of the pitchers confused the Midian-
jtes. See the rest of the chapter.
Svmu{m ro; er(‘:'l.u. Rnpon'rs.;d(}}geo{;:
first exploit—How he was pre r
o Dotk —The Midianiter—tud's aids t2
ideon's fnith——hpﬁng—umpc. pitchers,
and trumpeta—The victory. .

QuExsTIONS.

InTRODUCTORY.~~How much time inter-
vones betwean this lesson aud the last ¢ Give
some of the events of that interval! How
much of the time were the lIsraslites pros-
perous, and how much in subjection to their
enemios !

Svesrer : Tar BoLpixss or THE Lomn.

1. Giprox's PrEPARATION (v. 1).—What
two names Gideon! Why was he called
Jernbbaal1 (Judg. 6. ‘24-82.3 How was this
trabsaction & P on of Gideon for his
fature work? What other preparation had

Waz this a reason why he hud further ail?
How did the Lord strengthen his faith 1
(Judg. 8. 38-10.) Are we all called to be
soldiers of Chmst?  (Eph. 6. 11,) Iu what
ways? How are we prepated for owr future
work ?

2. GrokoNs ArMy (v. 1-8).—-What enemny
was now oppressing the Israelites 7 For how
long ! (Ju}lg. 8, 1.) How had they tieated
Torael ¢ (Judg. 6. 2-6.) Where were the
enemy now encamped 1 What great enemies
have we to fight? (FKph, 6. 17) s ther
oppression of us as ovii as that of the Midian.
ites? How laige was Gudeon's uvmy 1 Why
were these too many? What test was ap-
plied to sce who should remain? Why is
conrage uecessary in the Christian soldier?
How mauy were now left? What other test
was applied 1 What is meant by *‘ lapping?”
Did this act show any moral qualities? Is
our charncter shown in our smallest acta?
What qualities are needed in the Lord’s
soldiers? How were the 300 armed ?* (Judg.
7.16.) What was the object of the trumpets ¥
of the lamps? of the pitchers?

3. Ginrox’s Vicrory.—How did God en-
coutage Gideon’s faith 1 (Judg. 7. 10-15.)
How did Gideon arrange hia little band ?
Give an account of the battle? Has God
often gained his victories in this world with
as feeble meaus? What should we learn
from this ¢

PrAcCTICAL SUGGESTIONS,

1. God raises up great heroes and leaders
from the most obscute families.

2. By doing the dnties neat at hand we are
prepared for our future work.

8. God's army needs courage, quickness,
and prudence.

4, Our character is revealed in our most
trivial actions.

5. Never be discourayged because our num-
bers arc small and our means feeble.

6. God aids aud strengthens the faith of
his soldiers.

Rrview Exgkgcise. (For the whole School
in Concert.)

1. Who was Gideon! ANs. The son of
Joash, of the cit(y of Ophrah, of the tribe of
Mannsseh. 2. To what work did God eall
him? Axs. To deliver Isracl from the
Midianites, 8. How was he prepared 1 Axns,
By overthrowing the altar of Baal 1n his own
city, 4. How large was his army! Axs,
Three hundred men. 5. How were they
armed! Axs. With lamps, pitchers, and
trampets. 6. What was the result! Axs.
They gained & great victory.

B.C. 1096.] LESSON X,

THE DEATH OF BAMSON.
Judg. 16, 21-31.  Commit ¢~ mem. ve, $8-30.
Gorpex TEXT.

The God of Israel is he that giveth strength
and power unto his people.—Fsa. 68. 35,

CentTRAL TRUTH.

Lead us not iuto temptation, but deliver
us from evil.

Tiug.—Samson was judge from B.C. 1116-
1006. His death was about 1096, 126 years
after our last lesson.

PLACE.—Gazs, & large Philistine city 50
miles south-viest of Jerusalemn, and three
miles from the sea.coast,

[Sept. 2.

B.C.

Rest under Gideon. .. 40 years..1222-1189,
Rule of Abimelech... 8 years..1182.1179,
Tolah, judge..28 years,.1179-1150,
Jair, judge. ..22 years..1156-1134.

EAST ISRAEL. B.C.
Oppression of Ammonites. .18 years. . 1134,
Jephtha...... 6 years.
Jozan........ 7 years.
Elon (in part) 9 yeoars,

40 years,
B.0. 1134-1064.

WEST ISRAKL. B.C.
Oppreasion of Philistines..40 years..1134,
uriug this time Kli was
judge. It includes 20
;3“' of Samuel, and the
years of Samson.

40 years.
B.C. 1134.1094.
$ausox (sunlike). w- Born at Zorali; of

the tribe of Dan; father was Manosh. He
waa & Nazarite, ¢ 2., one consecrated to God,

he? {(fudg. 6,11.14.) What kind of a man
was he before he was called t (Judg. 6. 12.)

snd forbidden to drink wine or_shave his
ARARTT o B TEB

hair.  He was 1aised up to defend hix people
from the Plulistines, whose country was on
the border of Dau,

INTROBUCTION, —Aftor many  adventutes
for slmost 20 years in varous contests with
the Philistines, Saumson tell betote the tempta-
tions of Deliluh, & Philistine woman,  He
revbaled the seevet of lis strength, his hair
was cut off by her, and the Philistines took
hun captive,

Hewrs over HARD Pracks.—21. Phils.
tines—A warlike nation, south-west of Iales-
tine, and from Palestine receives its name.
Grind—Turn a huge millstone plaved upon
another for grinding grain. [t was regavded
as disgracetul work., 23, Dugon—An idol
with the body of a fish, but head and anns
of & man, 26, Feel the pitlers—The two
contial pillats upon which one side of the
roof rested. 28, Romember me—It was to
avenge Samson, It was also to honow
Jehovah, for the Plulistines attributed to
their god what was due to God's punishment
of Samson's sin.

SussecTs FoR SrECIALRErORTS. —Samson’s
life—His character—His work—His fall—
The Philistines — Samson’s death-- Lessous
from his life.

QUESTIONN,

InTRODUCTORY, —Give some of the events
that took place between the lnst lesson and
this. Over how long a time does the interval
extend?! What kind of a govermmnent had
the Israelites at this time? What gteat
prophets hived at the same time with Samson !

SupskeT : LESSONS FROM THE LIFE OF
SAuQUN.

1. 8anson's Lire.—Where was Samson
bornt Whent Who were his parents? To
what was he comsecrated 1 (Judg. 13. 5.
What is o Nazarite} Whatis it forustotle
consecrated 1 Kelate some of the events in
Samsou's life?  \What would you say about
liis character? How could" God’s Spirit come
upon such a man? What was the source of
his great strength! Was he doing God's
work? Does God still use imperfoct instru-
ments1 How loug did Samson judge Israel ?
(Judg. 186, 31.)

2, SaMsoN's FaLt.—Who tempted Sam-
son ! How did he put her off at first ¢ How
was he finally induced to tell the meeret of
bis strength t Did his strength 1eally hie in
kis hair, or was thix ouly a sign or symbol !
How far was Samsoi to Llame for lus fail!
Does the punishinent of ouv sins often glow
out of our sinful indulgencest How might
he have resisted the tewptationi Are ow
telptations ever greater than we cun bear!
(Eph. 6. 14-18 ; Heb. 12. 1, 2.)

3. SAMsoN'S PUNISHMEST AND REPeNt-
ANCE (vy, 21-81).—Who were the Philistivex ?
How did they treat Samson? Whyt To
whom did they attribute his falli  How
would this dishonour Jehoveh t, Why is it
mentioned that Lis hair grew wgain? Was
it & sign of his repentance?  liow did the
Philistines celebrate thewr victory! What
was Dagon 1 How many people wers in_the
temple f What was Samson’s prayer? Was
his teeling right 1 How were the Philistines
destroyed | Did Samson wish to die, or wus
this an act of heroimu? How would this
event lionour Jehovall among the heathen
What lessons do you lewrn from Samson's
career |

PRACTICAL SUGGUKSTIONS.

1. Great gifts are often joined with great
imperfections.
a o?i. All persons should be consecrated to

8. We ace the dauger of going into bad
company.

4. Only in obedience and consecration is
mfety.
5, The sins of God's peaple dishonour God.
8. The punishment of sin often. grows out
of the sin.

7. Trouble often Jeads men to repentance.

8. God ever hears the penitent’s prayer,

Rxvikw Exercise. (For the whole S8chool
in Concert),

7. Who wao Samson? ANS. A very strong
man who lived 1100 years. before Chriat. 8.
How was he set apart? Awns. He was con-
secrated to by the Nasarites’ vow. 9,
What did he do? Ans. He delivered Israsl
from the Philistines. 10, How did he fallt
Ans. By yielding to the temptations of
Delilsh. 11. How was he punisbed? Ana.
His eyes were put cut, and he was placed in
prison in fetters. 12, What was his last

sct? ANs, He died in causing & terrible
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ANGUS AND HOYT'S |
NEW ILLUSTRATED EDITION

OF THE

BIBLE HAND- BOOK:

An Introduction to the Study
of the Sacred Scriptures.

By Rev. JOSEPH ANGUS, DD, L1.1..
Of the New lestament RKetision Commattee ) 1

With Extensive Revisions, Aot ..
and an Index to Seripture 1iai.
especially adapting the volun 1,
the use of the ‘

Bible-Reader, Teacher,
Student, (Clergyman.

By Reyv, F. 8, HOYT, b.D,,
Editor of the ' Western Christian Advocate

The bcm; .;m be found
FRESH, FULL, AND CONCIN.,
The subatance of many large and cortly works
hns been epitomized. *1 know of ne hook tha’

combines o much jn so briet u comupass,” wiin-
an eminent divine. Its

TERSE, CLEAR CONDENSATION

of information is meat striking. Ttwarin e
nition of this fact that another well-hnown!
clergyman declarens, * No writer has produced s
Bible Hand-Book equal to this one.” The

Latest Facts
are given up to date of publication, 183, Neal
800 ILLUSTRATIONN AND MADPS

embellish the volume. Portraits of Fnanot
Protestant Church Lendevs; Original 8ketohis
and Photographs of Eastern Bcenes; Anoo!
Coing. showing the likenesses of Greek, e
Egyptian, and Roman Soverelgns famous o
Bible History, flustrate the Chronologieal 1.+
Celebrated Greek Manuscripts of the Bibile o
shown In facesimile, &c., &c.

One volume, Clown 8vo, making, with 11
trationa, 1000 pp.; unigue siae wind back <ton -
displayiug the Bible Qreek ; red edges, P

From Bishop J. W. Wiley, D.D., of Ohio.*
I am very much pleased with the N
Edition of Angus’s “ Bible Hund-Book
ready one of the most valuable treasurc- v
facts nbout the Bible, you have grentin .
hanced its value by the excellent illust Faul b \
and maps, and by the importaut addnm ‘
made by Dr, Hoyt. T look upon it a0
cidedly the best, and most conrvenicni.
and usable * land-Book” pubiished n i
country, Its place is near the huund ot everr
eareful Bible Student,

From Rev. J. W. T. Boothe, D.D.

The “Bible Hand-Book,” by Dr. \nwv
the only book of the kind that tell . v
exactly what you want to knoie, (i /
therefore never disappoints o
The old edition, in its contents and arrare
ment, was superior to any similar one. 1l
“additions by Dr. Hoyt very largely incicid
its value, and the New Edition, publishid It
your house, makes it indispensable to (v
Bible atudent. Indeed, with “Angu~” ¥
other book of the kind is needed. The Nt
mismatic and other DMustrations, the fin¥
executed Maps, and, above nll, the full
correct Index of Subjects and Texts, mahe!
the “ Hand-Pook ” of the Bible; may it b
as it 90 richly ceserves, tl.n widest cireulation

- Send for an Tinstrated Clreulsr
Please address

WILLIAM BRIGGS,

78 and 80 King Street East
TORONTO.
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