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I8E GOOD SHEPHERD.
BY TRE EDITOR.

In the pathetic passage in Isalak, ** All
we 1jke gsheep have gone astray; we have

turned every one to bis own way " (ls. ; To this our Lord lends a deeper tender-
53. 6), 80 exquisitely interpreted by the j Dess by the parable of the Lost Sheep.,
plaintive music of Handel's immortal ; Small wonder that tu the persecuted flock

Messiah,” and 3n Ps. 119 and 176, "1
bave Bone astray like a lost sheep,”
we have a touching desciiption of
mapnkind wandering from the fold.

Over and over agaln, among the
shepherds of Palestine, bave I seen
striking {1lustrations of the beautiful
pasgages in Isalah 40. 11, ‘ He shall
feeq his flock like a shepherd; he
Jbal} gather the lambs with his arm,
anq carry them in his bosom, and
shal] gently lead those that are with
youpg:” and of Psalm $0. 1, “ Give
ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that
leadest Joseph like a flock.”” 1In the
looge folds of the abba, or outer gar-
Tept, the weak or weary lambs are
sty tenderly carried almost as a
aotper would carry her babe.

1 remember once sceing a shepherd
with seemingly Intense solicitude
~oynting his flock as they were folded
9 pight. As this is not always
done it would seem that he was fear-
tul that one of them had gone astray.
It prought vividly to my mind the
beautiful passage, “ If & man have an
hupdred sbeep, and one of tiem be
s0ne 3astray. doth he not leave the
vlnety and nine, and goeth into the
mountains, and sceketh that which is
gone astray ?”

“'There were ninety and nine that
safely lay .
in the shelter of the fold,
Byt one was out on the hills away,
Far off from the gates of gold—
Away on the mountains wild and bare,
Away from a6 tender Shepherd’s care.

“Lord, thou hast here thy ninety and
nine :
ATe they not enough for thee ¥’
But the Shepherd made answer. * This
of mine
Hag waudered away from me :
Apd altho the road be rough and steep
1 go to tbe desert to find my sheep.”

The yearning pity of our Lord for the
iust sheep of the house of Israel is shown
In the tender words of Matt. 9. 36, “ But
when he saw the multitudes, he was
moyed with compassion on them, because
they fainted, and were scattered abroad,
ag gheep baving no shepherd.” And
should not this be our true attitude of
soy} to the erring and sinning?—not one
of nharsh condemnation, but of tender
sympathy. The crowded thousands in
the slums are more like da®d and be-
wildered sheep than like ravening wolves,
to pe hunted-to thelr, destruction as they
oftep are by the ralentless hand of power.
They should rather be shepherded, and
fostered, and gathered into the fold.

No words in any literature of any land
ate more beautiful and touching than

those In-that swoet Hebrew 1dy1 of which I gave nis lfe that he might bring them

the world will never grow tired, the
twenty-third Psalm, Ligped by the pal-
11d lips of the dying threughout the ages,
it has strengthened their hearts as they
entered the valley of the shadow of death.

of Christ in every time, to the church in

to tho evergreen pasturcs of heaven.
The Good Shepherd 1s geuerally repre
sonted as a youthful, dcardless figure, tu |
1 short Roman tunic and buskins, bear
ing tenderly tho lost sheep which he has
found and laid upon his shouiders with
rejolcing. This is evidently nol a per
sonai image, but an allegorical represen
tation of tho "lord Josus, the QGreat
Shepherd of the S8heep.” He is gener-
ally surrounded by a group of fleecy fol-
lowers, whoss action and atitudo ind!
cate the disposition of soul and manner
of hearlng the Word. Some zre listen-
{ng earnestly; otliers are more intent on
cropping the herbage at their feat, the ,
types of those occupled with the cares |
and pleasures and riches of this world.
A truant ram s turniog heedlessly
away, s if refusing to listen, and often
a2 gentlo ewo nestles fondly at the Shep-
herd’'s feet or caresses his hand.
Sometimes tho sheep appears to nestle
with an expression of human tenderness
and love on the Shepherd's shoulders; {n
other examples it is more or less firmly
held with one or both hands, as if to
prevent its escape. In a few instances
the fold is seen in the background, which
seems to complate the allegory. Fre-
quently the Shepherd carries a staff or
crook in his hand, on which he some-

times leans, as if weary bencath his bur
den. He is sometimes even represented
sitting on a mound, as {f overcome with
fatigue, thus recalling the pathetic words
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A SYRIAX SHEPHERD,—‘‘RE GOETH BEPORE THEM AXD THE SHEEP FOLLOW EIM."

the Catacombs, to the little flock in the
midst of ravening wolves, to the harried
Covenanter, to the great multitude *of
whom the world was not worthy, who
wandered about in sheepskins and goat-
skins, being destitate, afflicted, tor-
mented —small wonder that this was
the favourite type of that unwearying
love that sought the erring and wander-
ing and brought them to his fold again.
In the dim, dark crypts of the Cata-
combs, those ‘“dens snd caves of the
earth,” with (elterated 2nd manifold
treatment the tender story {8 repeated
over and over again, making the gloomy
crypts bright with scenes of {dyllic
beauty, and hallowed with sacred asso-
ciations.

This zymbol very happily sets forth
the entire scope of Christian doctrine
It illustrates tha sweet pastoral repre-
sentations of man's relationghip to the
Shepherd of Israel who . adeth Joseph
like a flock, and his ind! ‘dual depend-
ence upon him who is tt o Shepherd and
Bishop of all souls. But it especially
fllustrates the character and office of our
Lord, and the many passages of Scrip-
ture In which he represents himself as

THEL 300D BHEPHERD.
who forsook his cternal threne to seck
through the wilderness-world the lost'
and wandering sbeep, to save whom he

of the *“Dies Irae” . “ Quaercas me

gedisti lassus,”

* Seeking mo thou sattest weary,”
words whick Dr. Samuel Johnson anever
could read without tears.

Sometimes the Shepherd s represented

ag leading or bearing on his choulders a |

kid or goat in-
stead of a sheep
or lambh. This
apparent golecism
has been thought
a careless {mita-
tion of pagan
figares of tho
sylvan delty Pan,
who frequently
appears in art In
this manner 1t
fs more prob-
able, however,
that it was an

‘ wards the fallen, rejolclng moro over the

loat shesp that was found than over the
ninety and aino that went not astray

Thero !1s much to bo safd.*™ writes
Archdeacon Farrar, ~ for the interprete
tion adopted by BMr Matthew Arpold Ir
his oxquisito suhpet whicrh regards the
kid aa indicating the large divipe com
passion, against which Tartullian s
flercely protested ' -

* " He saves the ahcep the goats he dnt"

not save.’

So apake ..o flerce Tertulllan, but she
sigh'd,

Tho l’n!,mt Church * of luve she falt thr
tide

Stream on her from her Lord's yet re
oent grave,

And then sho smiled, and fn thoe Cata
combs,

On tll:oso walls subterranean, whero she

1

d
Her head °'mid fgnominy, death, an
tombs, -
With eyes suftusod, dbut heart insplre’®

true,

She her Good Shepherd's basty imayg
drew,

Andk&n his shoulders not a lamb, o

The later Christian poets also cele
brated this tonder theme, In linoas whosc
lyric cadence charms the car ltke a
shepherd s pipe, Thumas Aquinas sings .

‘' Bope Pastor, panls vere,
Jesu, nostri micereroe,
Tu pos bona fac videre,
Tu nos bona fac videre,

In terra viventium,

“Tu qui cuncta scls et vales,
Qui nos pascis hic mortales
Tuos i1bi commensales
Cobacredes et sodales

Fac sanctorum civium.”

Another medlasval hymn runs
sweetly thus

** Jesu dulclesime, e throno gloriae
Ovem deperditam venisti quarere®
Jesu suavissime, pastur flluassimc,
Ad ltc ? trahe me, ut semper 80Quai

e ."

As a protection against tho Bedoun
robber strong sheepfolds were con
structed, like that shown in our cut,
in which the sheep were carefully
guarded at night, even, if noed be, at
the cost of the snepherd’s life
Again and again one sces tho parab'e

of the Good Shephord, enacted under
his eyes. *“He callecth his own
sheep by name, and leadeth them
out, And when he putteth ferth his
own gheep, he goeth beforo them, anu
the sheep follow him : for thay know
his volce. And a stranger will they
not follow, but will fice from him : for
they know not the voice of strangers. 1
am the Good Shepherd, and krow my
sheep, and am known of mina” -John

110 3, 4.5, 14.

At Bethlebem I witnessed a pesteral

(Co .*'nued on next poge.)

intentional de-
parture from %ho
usual type, as
if to Illustrate
the words of our
Lord, “I am not
comeo to call the
righteous, but
sinpers to  re.
pentance,” and
to indicate h's
tenderness to-

CHEAMBER

IX TEE CATAUOKSS, WITR FAESOORS uf YEB GOGD
SOZFEEZD I8 THOE VAGLTING ASD TOR FAXEL.

¥ ST
‘.‘ A 29 24

R

I,

-~



