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SOENES IN JAPAN.

BY REV. 5. 1. ROSE, b D,
1L

From a reference to
the motals of the
people of Japan the,
transition s natural
and easy to a con-
sideration of missfon-
ary toils and suc-
cecses. This, however,
may possibly be pre-
faced by a briet ro-
view or the native
systems of Japanese
religion.

Shintolsm, as the
reader will know, s
the primitive religion
of Japan. Its myths
and legends ul!l cluster
around Ise, to whose
honour shrines and
temples are erected.

“This was a pas-
toral religion. Theab-
original hunters «nd
tillers of the sofl
offered up the fruits
of their toll to the
unknown powers that
controlled nature. In-
to this religion has
become welded the
doctrine of the divinity
of the Mikado. Pure
Shintoism is not idolatry. It svas the
worship of the {nvisible by a simple pas-
tora! community. It had no code of
morality, no literature expounding doc-
trines relating to pure life, and no teach-
ings that can compare with the teachings
of other great religions. But its great
weakness is that, while it recognizes the
fact that men should be good, it utterly
neglects to tell them how to bo good. 1t
fails to give a single commandment or
ovolvo a single principle of morality. It
sou believe the Mikado to be of divine
descent and obey him, ¥ou canr t fafl to
be & good Shintoist. It must always
£all as a redgion.”

Shintoism is manifestly a religion of
the past, and Christianity need fear littie
from ite opposition. There I3 nothing
1o hope or dread from this primitive faith.

‘¢ pupnHEISM,”

writes Dr. Erastus Wentworth, “ has ac-
cumulated a legendary history, a tra-
ditiona) lore that rivais that of the Jews,
whose Talmuds bury Moses out of sight,
and that of Rome, which has heaped
mcuntains of creeds and rituals vpon the
simple words and worship of Jesus
Christ.” It has greatly changed {rom the
days of its founder, Sakya Mual, “a
yvoung prince, handsome, strong, heroic,
surrounded by pleasures, and tempted by
the most brilliant worldly prospects.”
He becomes greatly affected by the view
of the miseries of human life, *“ becomes
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a changed man, forsakes his fathers
palace for a hermit's ceil, practises and
then teaches a rigid asceticism, and dles
at eighty, after a long career, occupied
partly with the instruction of a numer-
ous band of disciples, and partly with
ecstatic contemplation. He is deified at
the moment of his death,” and it is de-
clared by bis disciples that *“ he bas en-
tered the Nirvana, or extinction.”

‘“‘The Buddhists are the champion
mcnastery-bullders of the world.” Thelr
love for nature, which is a characteristic
{dea of Buddhism, was prominently seen
in the cloice of sites for their monas-
teries. The central thought of their
teaching, received from Sakya himself,
is that of merey. * Carryjng this idea
into practice, he formed a law to the
effect that no creature animated with lite
should bo killed. This, he thought,
would prevent homicide and the needless
slaying of dumbd anhmals”  The other
great doctrine of Buddhism s the 1dex
“ that for man to iive above tho miseries
of this life and to obtain an exemption
from miseries hercafter, it was necessary
for him to eliminate from his mind all
thoughts and desires whatsoever, to
mmake kis mind a vold and to keep it In
that condition until utter mental abstrac-
tion had been attained.”” Hence anni-
htlation is the heaven of Buddhism, ex-
istence is & curse, Nirvana perfect bene-
diction.

But, as with the system of monastery

life afterward obtaining in the Rcmish
Church and in Europe, no ultimate good
for the nation grew out of the monas-
teries of Buddhism. The monks began,
alag ! to live unholy lives. The few
who we e golly among them were un-
able to stem the tide of cursuption, an.d
so it hags come to pass that Buddhism
stands forth a confessed fallure as o re-
generating force in Japan. * The teach-
ings of Sakya are & wild dream, an In-
genfous hypothesis of a sincere and
nodle s0ul blindly groping for some prin-
ciple that should explain the mysterles
of 11fe and desth.”

Such were che religions of the peopls
when Christianity came to the rescue of
this wonderful empire.
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were the first Christian missionaries who
went to Japan. ‘They began thefr la-
bours in 1549, and in balf a century
ccunted thelr nominal converts by the
thousands. But the mischicf-making
propensity of this sect soon marifested
ftcelf. Through interfering with things
temporal, intriguing and conspiracy, the
Jesuits brought benishment on them-
selveg and so aroused public indignation
against Christianity thet, in 1587, a de-
cree for the extermination of ali Chris-
tians was published, a decree which, a
few years ago, was found by Protestant
missionaries upon every public place in
the empire.

n—— With slight excop-

B tlons Japan remalned
a closed country to all
the warld from the
end of the sixteenth
cantury untll the wid-
dle of tho ninctesnt%
In 1853, two treaty-
ports were cpened to
Amerlcan trade, and
in 1858 slx troaty-
porta becams open to
foreigners, to whom
ltberty to reside at
theso ports was given

Under theso condi-
tions, Protestant Chris-
tianity begun its la-
bours in the “ Flow-
ery Kingdom. The
Protestant  Eplscopal
Church of tho United
States seat its first
missionary fa 1859
In 1867 the number of
missionaries increased
and the people, begin-
ning to distinguish bo-
tweea Romanism and
Protestantism, gave
more reverent atten-
tion to the tiuth. In
1873 the grand infiux
ol all denomications
occurred, new statloas
were formed, and a
brightar day dawned
for Japan.

It was {n 1873 that our own church sent
its first heralds to this distant fleld, the
cpening of which has beon of sush iarge
blessing to the work at home.

No missionary field ofters larger oppor-
tunities for faithful tojl. Mer and
money will be needed In much more
liberal supply than hitherto turnisheq, 1,
a3 & church, we are to do our work as
we should; and failure to * go forward *
in the Master's name {8 to merit the con-
demna‘ion of God and the contempt of
our fesllosws.

THE CASTLES OF JAPAN
well dsserve a visit. Writing under date
of July 17, 1874, from Hirosaki, of one
of these castles, Mr. Maclay says :
“ Ttere is something very Inspiring In

! the lively notes of the bugle that make

the caitire place vocal in the morning.
at nosn, and at sundown. It contalnsa
garriron ol about a thoesand men. They
are dressed in blue uniform trimme:
with yellow, and are armed with Sayder
and Sharpe rifies. These soldiers come
from the provinces. They are small
men, but very plucky and bardy They
are kept under excellent discipline. It
ts a rare thing to find onc of them drunk.*

As thero are about one handred ang
fifty of these castles scattered through-
out Japan, some hint as tn their con-
struction, which s always on the sama
general plan. may prove of interest. We
quote from Mr. Maclay:
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