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PLEASANT HOURS.

8tar of tho East.
BY MRS, L. V. HAULMAN,

Stan of the Fast ! thy radiance gleams
Adown the solemn yoars to.day ;

An when his word first gave thy beams
‘To guide upon their joyful way

The Mayi from a distant land

.| Avcross the deserts burning sand.

Star of the Eaat | thy fires yot glow
As glowed they on that solenm night
When aliepherds worshipped, bending low,
And far the city lay, adight
With thy soft beans, whose touch dud fret
Ench sacred spiro and minaret.

Star of the East1 thy crimson my

Hath piereed the gloom of troubled years
Undimmed ; along thy shining way

The flower of love and faith appears,
Touchud with thy glow the old year dics,
Bathed i thy light the new shall nise,
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Wg bid our readers herewith a
merry Christmas. Iet the day, in
overy home and in every heart, be one
of gladness. Lot glndness reign in
the domestic joys that mark the day,
in the giving forth of gifts and good
wishes, the good wishes as acceptable
as the gifts. Let gladness reign in
the ministering to those whose lives
are narrow and hard, especially to
those children to whom it is one of
tho very few bright days of the vear.
Tet gladness reign in the thought
pre-eminently of him whom the day
commemorates, our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ, born a human child in
Bethlehem of Judea.  For all our joys
must traco their recis back to the
manger cradle, all our dest hopes and
highest anticipations must brighten
thomselves in the light that shone

OHRISTMAS ALL THE YEAR.
A posT has sung about the happy
Christinas time :
* Tho poor will many a caro forgets
The debtor think not of his debt ;

But as they each enjoy their cheer,
Wish it were Christimas all the year.”

Christinns is of all seasons the time
of good cheer; the time of hearty,
loving thought for one another; the
time of giving and forgiving, and in
this sweet and real sense it may, and
should, last all the year.

Shall it not bo so with our young
reacders 7 Resolutions, however good
they may be, will not be of much
use, may be, but the Christ of the
Christmas stands ready to be with us
all the year round, and he can make
us thoughtful ; he can so really give
himself to us that we shall love to give
cheer and help to each other; he can
make it easy to forgive, becnuse he
forgives much. Let us have the dear
Christ in our hearts all the year, and
then we shall have the Christmas
spirit all the year, since

“ Tho star that shines in Bethlehem

Shines still, and shall not ccase ;

And wo listen still to the tidings
Of glory and of peace.”

NEW CHRISTMAS BOOKS.

Tue Christmas books become hand.
somer every year. Wo thought that
the enterprising Worthington Pub-
lishing Company had last year reached
the perfection of handsome books for
the little folk. But this year they
have surpassed themselves. The fol-
lowing books are really works of art,
and instead of the jingling “Mother
Goose” rhymes, we have simple und
damty poems, which, with the pictures,
will refine and cultivate the taste
of the young readers fortunate enough
to become the possessors of these
books.

The first one we notice is “ From
Meadow-Sweet to Mistletoe,” by Mary
A. Lathbury—an elegant large quarto,
with numerous beautiful fine pictures.
Price $2.50. Both pictures and poems
are by the accomplish.d young lady,
whom thousands of Chautauquans will
remember as the writer of several
ringing Chautauquan songs. Each
double page contains on thé right hand
the picture of some natural object,
flowers, or birds, or butterflies, and on
the left a charming little picture
allegory, which is described in such
verses as all young people will love.
Tho pictures are produced by photo-
gravuro process on a tinted ground—
very graceful and elegant. We are
especially charmed with that of the
babes in a shell sailing o'er the wide,
wide sea, and that entitled ¢ Angels.”

Another beautiful book is “Christ-
mas Elves; or, The Day Fairies,” by
Agunes Cair Sage. It is a somewhat
smaller quarto of 128 pages. Price
81.75. Ittells haow the fairies, Monday,
Tuesday, and the rest, came to the little
lame Lisa Kinkle, and told her wonder-
ful stories that beguiled the wesariness

of the sick girl's im-
prisonment. It is in-
tended for youngerchil
dron than eithor the
last or next mentioned
book, and the pretty
illuminated cover and
droll pictures will fas-
cinnte the little folk.

“ Under Blue Skies,”
by Mrs. S. J. Brigham,
is another dainty ook
of poetry with numer-
ous coloured pictures.
The blending of flower
life and child life in
hoth pictures and
poemsis very gracefully
done. Price $2.00.

For older readers we
have from the same
House a stout octavo
of 350 pages; entitled
“How? or,Spare Hours
Made Profitable for
Boys and Girls.” By
Kennedy Holbrook.
Price 82.00. It is in-

tended not merely for
Christmas time, but for
spare hoursall the year
round. 3t tells ingeni-
ous boyw and girls how
to make all manner of
toys and puzzles and
games; how to perforin simple experi-
ments, and the like. The following
may serve as specimens of the many
things young folks aro taught how to
do :—to make Christmas presents—a
large variety ; to make leather work,
and papier mache and repousé work;
to make and stock an aquarium; to
make a camera obscura, 8 panorama,
a windmill, a yacht, a boomerang, an
Zolian harp, etc.; to make and oper-
ate simple electrical apparatus, and a
hundred things besides. Numerous
pictures explain just how it is done.
The book will develop the inventive
genius and constructive skill of any
boy or gir), and will make them fam-
iliar with the laws of naturo and prin-
ciples of mechanics,

These books are all published by the
Worthingten Co., New York, and will
be sent post paid for the above marked
prices by William Briggs: Methodist
Publishing House, Toronto.
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A OHRISTMAS-GREETING.

Waire the bells ring out notes
sweeter and grander than on other
days, while songs are merrier and thrill
with a richer music, while hearts beat
quicker and pulses throb with a warmer
glow, while all the world feels the im-
pulse of 2 new and bounding gladness,
we join our voice in the general jubila-
tion, and wish to all our readers the
merriest, gladdest Christmas they have
ever known. May the thought of the
blessed Christchild in the manger,
whose birth into the world enkindled
the angelic rapture, awaken every
heart to gratitude and loftiess praise.

A REAL CHRISTMAS,

ALL the children, as they passed!
Mr. Christian’s shop, stopped and|
looked at the array of good things;
arranged in fancy boxes, and especially|
ab the row of Christmas-trees standing
outside on the pavement.
“That’'s mine,” said little Jenny
Paradine, pointing to one at the end
of the row.
‘““ Ah, that’s yours, is it 1" said the
grocer, Mr. Christian himself, who
happened to be leaning against the
door-way.
‘“It's neither too big nor too little’
said Jenny; ¢“and it's all rounds
and sogreen! Yes, that’s the oneTl
take.”
“T suppose I am to keep it for yoy,
¢h?” said Mr. Christian. “You are
not going to take it back with you!”
“No, sir,” said Jenny, politely.
“Tl take it the day before Christmas,
sir. Phil will come for it, if I ask
him. And by that time all the things
will have grown out on it, X suppose.”

“Grown out on it9” said Mn
Christian questioningly. * What do!

you mean by that, eh1”
“Why the dolls and the candies and
toys and cakes,” gaid Jenny, notat all |
abashed by the ‘fact that the other|
children had gone on, and thatshe was l
left to talk-to Mr. Christian alone.|
“There's one in a toy-store down the
srect—it's just covered !” |
“Bless the child 1" said Mr. Chris-
tian, looking at her in amazement.
“ 80 you think the' things grow on the §
trees, do you?! Well, wellt”
“They grow on in-a night,” said §
(Cousimusdl on sixth page.)




