
160 REGOLLECTIONS AND HISTORY OF AN ARM-CIIAI,

inuch an heirloom as any of the paintings, wbich injured by the new mode of transit. 0f course,
hie frequeutly introduced to the notice of bis the gloomy prospect is flot bounded by the limite
guests as portraits of bis ancestors. I feit heartily of this town ; it takeo in the length and breadth
indignant that my venerable appearance should of Great Britain and Ireland, and extends teo ur
cause me thus to be trepanned ioto countenanc- remotest colonies.
ing, my owner's dlaims to honorable descent, but I agree with themn perfectly in thinking that

twas cousoled under the indignity by an expecta- Britaiu's glory la fast eatnwl onhv
ton of the speedy extinction of ail bie absurd pre- led ; but 1 differ froin tbem whoily as to the causes

tensions. 1 was glad to sec bailiffs in the bouse ; of bier decay. They tbink that literature and art
1 rejoiced to see littie tickets stuck on every wîll soon fali away; they dreani that railways and
article, to flud myseif marked Lot 34, and at lengtb telegrapbs will prove bier destruction. 1 share in
to bebiold a crowd of people assemb]ed, and the, their anxiety; I arn sometimea nielancboly when I
whole sold off. Whou Lot 34 was put up, ' cîtemplte the future; but my solicitude pro-
heard one of the friends of my late owner remark ced fo very différent grounds to theirs. 1
in a tolerably loud tone, and witb an indifferently'can perceive the folly of their apprehiensions, and
good imitation of the voice and manuer of the late amile at them; but, when 1 sec bow perversely
proprietor, "lAn heirloom ;" I'Been in the family the present generation prefers foreign timber tu
since the flood almost," added a second; IlMade our native Oak, I arn filled with disquietude. Oak
of the wood of tbe original ark," said anotber ; and oakeu cbairs are inséparably associated with
IlHis arma," suggested a fourtb, pointing, flot to Our national greatuesa, and 1 hope none wîii sus-
xny beraldic oruarnents, but to tbose side-piece8 pect me of judging partially and under the mnin-
wbicb in chairs of my construction obtain tbe meu ence of personal feeling, when I express My
of armes or eibowa. The badinage haviug ceased, opinion that unleas the use of mahogany and
the sale proceeded, aud agýain 1 cbauged owners. rosewood be restrained by the legisiature, England

My bistory draws to a close. 1 was bougbt by is a iost country, Yes, I own 1 arn deeply con-
the landiord of the Buriey Arme, and placed in cemned when 1 wituess the reckless contexnpt of
thia room, wbere the bustie aud change of occu- national interests wbicb, under the specious names
pants bave nmade the portion of my time spent of liberality and retinemeut, is substituting these
here the moat agreeabie I have knowu. Seine- imported vanities for aur own homnegrown mate-
times, wben none of those for whoae especial rial. Let this continue unchecked, and the con-
accommodation the room is intended, are in the sequence is inevitable. Lt needa no wisdorn of
bouse, 1 arn pleased witb the society aud conver- declining age to foresee, that if oak is net requîred
sation of sorne of the inhabitants of the town; and for arni-chairs, it will soon cease to be grown;
1 bave been particularly amused by tbe coutrast and then, wben it la no longer attainable, wbat is
between the opinions of tbe active men of busi- to become of our navy'? 1 feel a patriotic frenzy
ness, and those of the quiet elderly men wbo bave thrillbîig through my limbe wben I bear the strain,,
speut their wbole lives in the retirement of, this " Hearta of oak are our shipa ;" but, 1 ask, what
their native place. Most of the great social ques- la to becorne of our navy, wben we bave ceaaed te
tiens bave 1 heard discussed lu this room with an, grow oak? Sball we have iuahogany ahips-
impartiality and nîlducas proportionate ta their !i- rosewood frigatea? Thus, Wr the Most logical
portance. Two ol croules, in partîcular, have often 1process of reasoning, bave I fumniabed ground for
interested me by their fierce invectives against the fear,' that, iu tbe course of seven or eight hon-
numerous innovations wbicb they are fated to wit- dred years, rny country may have fallen from ber
ness. Even 1 eaui discover that tbey approve only proud position.
of improvemeuta whicb took place when tbem- But I muet not indulge this proneness to moral-
selves were improving, and of progreas which was ize. More gcneraliy iu rny present situation I amn
made while tbey were advancing; that, nncbang- pleased witbi staternents of the progreas of sarta
ing (at least for good) tbernselves, tbey can relisb and scieuces-of education and information for
no change lu other persons or things. They cor- the people bejiig provided lu profuse abundance.
dially and bitterly deprecate ail tbe alterations lu As I before said, the cbeerful conversation and
their town aud ueigbbourhood, and sigh for good anticipations of the hustling travellers Who Il-e-
old times, when tbey should rather houestly depre- quent tbe room preseut an agrecable contreat ta
ciate their own increasingindirmities, and sigh for the otereotyped trains of thougbt and dismal fore-
youth again. Their moat intense hatred and con- bodings of those wlio view the fuýturqÊnly tbrough
tempt are reserved for the railroad recently opened, the beclouded and fast-failing vision-ofdeclining
which tbey prediet, wlli eveutually plunge tbe age.
town into poverty, and destroy aIl its inhabitants Fine cornpany, excellent good fellows, assemble
by fearful accidents. In proof bow reasonable are around me even yet. Suug whist parties, caay
sucb forebodings, they instance the dismissai of supper sprcads, bave we yeti and when Eddowen
one drunken coachman from bis situation, and a cleara bis pipes, and sing-_
casualty whicb dcprived another "bhearty good '1 love it. 1 lo%,e it. and oh. Who shahl dare
fellow " of an arm. They contend that the town To chide me for loving Ih'ai old aria-chair?"2
would have been ruiued already, had there flot and points seutimentally, to me, and then every
been a large influx of strangers coming te reside, glass rings iuthe room with the vibration of "I oud
and a great increase of building, since the opening aud proianged applause," I only wisb I may re-
of the hune, but mo contradictory are their an ticipa- tain my quiet corner, while generations yet te
tions of evil---one dreading the removal of inhabit- corne meet litre to discuse future political queu-
ants and business, and the other seerning rather tions, crack newv jokes, and sing oid songé.
ta dread the sudden influx of tbem-that, chair as 0 Il Il »
1 amn, I have no fear of the town being materialiy The manuscript ended betre; and as the readoe


