
172 THE SATURDAY READER.

prey had struggled much, and had succeeded in
dragging the tiger a few yards, the cbest and
forclegs would bear the impression of the claws
and the tremendous grip, but these, as far as my
experience gees, were exceptional cases.

IL is evident that the tiger, lu sizing bis prey,
rushes on te its back, grips the neck with bis
jaws as with a vice, and, with bis armas confining
the animial's struggies, lies there upon bis victiai
until it 18 suffocated. With a buman being I
know net how the cae sel. A tiger bas becu seen
te seize and carry off a man by the neck, or tbe
arm, or thigb, indifferently. In the well-known
cases of Major Colnett and Captain Fenwick,
they were both Seized by the thigb, and carried
off, it is said, on the animal's back. More recent-
ly, a Captain Hill1, superintendent of police in
Burina, was gripped by the neck, and there held
until the arrivai of bis people escued hlm from
bis awfnil position. In 1846, ln Mâubhoom, near
Midnapore, I was ont after a tiger, on foot, and
baving wounded hlm severely, was seacbing for
hlm in the jungle with a number of beaters.
Tbree turnes we came upon hlm, and each time
be broke cover by charglng through the meb of
us. Once, bie struck a man on tbe chest, knock..
iug hlm over, and scratching hlm severely. Ncxt
time be seized one of the beaters la bis jaws, by
the tbigh, giving hlmi a apid shake and passing
on. But these are al cases in wbich the animal
waa acting ln seif-defence, or in retaliation. What
1 have said above, refera te its usual mode of
capturing iLs food.

The averment in our U natural history " books,
that the tiger disdains te toucb carrion, is quite
unture. The saine rhetoric is indulged in regard-
ing the eagle, and is equaily erroneous. The lion,
aise, the Ilking of beasts, l," lai I believe, as
little acrupulous as any ether cat, la this parti-
cular. I bave descibed how the tiger captures
and kilis bis prey. When dead, if the body lie
convenient te bis covert. be lets it remain; if it
bo tee far ont in the open, it is dragged further
in towards the jungle, and there left until te-
wards dawn. Sometimes the bedy 18 disembow-
eiied after being removed a little way, and is
then drawn away te saine hldden spot. A leepard
bas been seen ta disembowel a geat, holding iL
by the threat, lying on its back underneath the
body, and ripping it open by repeated kicks with
its hind claws. Prabably the tiger operates hy
the sarne method. He appears ta prefer a rump-
steak, or a round, te any ather portion. These
are almnoat always the first parts eaten, then the

ibs, rarely the fore-quarters, and neyer, within
my knowledgc, the head.

The following littie aedt, wbile it lues-
trates this, affords a pretty good specimen of the
tiger's caution, of the silence of his approacb, and
of bis immense strengtb. In the cold weatber of
1838, near the saine village of Keorsce where the
hcrd-bay had been killed, I was one day shown
the bady of a cow, which a tiger bad just struck
down. It lay close te seme ather thin jungle,
near a ridge of low rocks; a few larger trecs,
sncb as mangees, were interspersed ia the brush-
wood, and the ground was cevered with dead
dried-up leaves: se crisp, that it seemed impos-
sible for an insect even te, pass over thera with-
eut being heard. It was then about neon, and I
determined te it up for the tiger, wbo, we knew,
would terne again at nigbtfall, or before next
morning, to devaur the carcase. A charpale, or
sinali native bedstead, was speedily procured
froas the village, and lashed acreas the fork of a
mang-tre, witbin a few paces of wbicb lay the
cow. Before sunset I and My campanion (our
doctar) were escorted te the spot by a body of
armed Rôles. I disembarrassed myself f a huge
sol, or pith bat, whicb I placed on the greund
near the tree, and in it I deposited a pair of un-
wieldy dragean's pistaIs (it was before the daya
of 11repeaters"1), which I thought would hc use-
less in aur clevated position. I alsa took off, and
left at the foot af the tree, a pair of tbick shoot-
ing-shoes, and then, with the help of my village
friends, gained the charpaïe, and sat myself down
by the wortby dacter. Between us were four
double barrels and ammunition. When we were
fairiy ln ourpost,aour escotgisinlywitbdrew te a
hovel on the skirta of the village, just withln hall.

The moan, near ita full, won rlalng, and the

night calm. A deep sbadow rested under 'the
trees, gave wberc, tbrough gaps in the feliage,
the silver rays stole in. A solemu silence reigued
arennd, scarce broken by tbe whispering rustle
of the leaves as at intervals tho nigbt air sighed
fitfnlly. Those Who have sat motionlesa and
patient, far inte the nigbt, with sucb an objeet ln
view, eau understand the oppressive feeling that
3teals over oeeil the steny stilluess, with car
and eye stretcbed te catch oecry sound, or deteet
the slightest mevement. Immevable as statues
we sat, iithout a whisper. Creaîure-comforts
we bad noue: for checereets and brandy-and-
water weme

Bsnned and harrcd, ferbiddcn tkre,
it being supposed that a tiger cannet abiae te-
bacce. Loins, and backbones, and neeks, and
legs, grew stiffer and stiffer, and ached wearily;-
but stilI we sat. The night~ passed slewly on,
the meon climbed higbcr and bigbcr over our
heads, and at last shene upon the demi eow
below; but net a seund fell on the car.- Tired
nature began te, murmur against the penance;
firet a few rcmarks were wbispcringiy ventnred:
IlI den't think bes ceming." I tbink he huard
these fcllows and is off." il Ie can't be bore, or
we shonld have heard hlm," &c. &c. Gradually
sncb feeble suggestions gave way te positive as-
sertions, dellvered la a tolerably audible tene,
and at last I oenly declared I would wait ne
longer, and descended te the ground. My iret
act was te get my shees, and while putting thein
on and ebatting without fnrther ceastraint, I e-
marked that it would ha as well te, cal our
guides. Forthwitb, uplifting myvoice, I sbouted
out the ame of the Mioonda. Hardly bad tbe
word passed my lips, when an abrupt startling
roar frein a thieket withia a few paces of me
pctrified us with amazement. Neyer had I felt
se wretehedly helpless. Standing unarmed at the
foot of tbe tree, 1 had one shoe on, and was
about te put on the ether. Whie expecting every
instant te be my last, I foît sure that an attempt
ta climb back te my perch would ha the signal
for the tiger te seize me. To remain standing
there, was equally disagreeable. My pistols came
te my recollectien. Tbey were lying in my bat,
but the bat lay sornewhat la the direction of the
thieket. It was a trying moment; but ln another
moment I found myseif striding tewards the bat,
one shoe an and the ether off, and bamdly cou-
scions of what 1 didc I rernember grasping the
pistais, ceeking them, and with the barmels
levelled tawards the bush, which I steadily faced,
sbuffing sideways te the tree. The feel of the
trusty weapons la my banda was comforting, as
was the sight of the deeter, Who, witb botb bar-
rela of bis gun cocked, and pointing at the bush,'leant eagerly ferward on the charpale, eoveing
my retreat. At length I reached the tree on tbe
aide furtbest frein tho thieket, and wcnt up it
like a lamplighter, pistol lu baud, although, on
our first arrivai, I bad equired the assistance of
ather people's arman and abeulders. "1Tbauk God 1I"
exclairned the doctor, as sean as I was scated by
hlm. "lYen are Up. 1 tbought yen wcre a dead
man." And se saying, ho fied into the bush, just
as aur escort came up with ligbted torches; and
we returned ta our tent ln the village.

Scarcely biad the sun risen on the merrow,
when a Rôle rau lu ttelal us that the eow had
been rernoved. The dector was obliged te retura
te the station, but I repaired at once te the spot
of our night's vigil. The eow was gene, and a
broad trail showed wbich way she hadl been
dragged. At about a bn*ed yards frein our
mango-tree, and near tbe foot of the rocks before
deseribed, lay the stamacb and entrails, ami a
pool of bleod. Furthcr on, was a spot where the
tiger had been rolling. The marks were plain,
with semne of bis bair lying whcre the ground
hmi been pressed down. And on a ledge on the
sumumit of a perpendieular searped rock about
four feet high ILy the carcase of the cow, partly
caten away.Te tiger must bave jumped on the
ledge with the eew la bis niouth; theme were ne
other means of ascent. The prodiglous power of
the animal may ha conceiyed frein sncb a feat.
After gazing for a while on the spectacle, saine
of the most experienced Rôles present assured
me that the tiger, after gorging on so much heef;
eould net possibly bo far off, and they volunteer-
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Icd at once to beat him up and drive him towards
Ime. 1 accordingly selected a commanding spot,
and sent the men a détour of saine three hundreti
yards in front of me, wbence they commenced
beating la myd4irection. In a few minutes theu
tiger was roused, and passed my station at a dL-.
tance of about sixty yard;, in a lunipmg beavy
canter, with his tait iii the air. I took deliberate
aim a littie lu front of bis chest, and fired. The
bail cut a twig, and must have deflected frein its
first direction, for the tiger passed on without
taking the slightest notice of my salute, and liu
another instant was lest in the jungle, leaviug
me te return te, camp intensely mortified.

There has been mucb centroversy about the
tiger's power of jumping; some arc of opinion
that be cannet cutircly quit the ground with bis
bind feet. For my part, I de net sec wvbat is te,
preveut hlm. The muscles of' bis legs are fully
able te, overceme tbe weigbt of bis body, wvhichi
isN generally spare and transversely narrow. 1
have seen a tiger take a very decent drop leap.
Tigcrs bave been known aise te get, soecow,
into bowdas on clepbants' backs. Ini short, I
arn incljned te, believe tbat thoso who dcniy bis
jumping pewers argue with reference te bis
great wcigbt, and de net sufficiently consider the
great strengtli wbich bears that weight along.

Tigers are shot ia cousiderable numbers evcry
year in India by trap bows and arrows, set ln,
their baunts by tho Il3Bugbmars," or professional
tiger killers. The instrument bas been oftcn de-
scribed. Mongolian nations, such as Buirmeae,
Kardns, Shans, Malays, and tbe Dyaks of Bornee,instead of planting a bow which shoots off a
peîsoned arro w on pushing against a string, fix a
littie above tbe ground a stroug elastie hôrizontal
bamboo, ut right angles te, the free end of wbicîî
is fixed, a jagged and barbed wooden dagger,
smeared with poison. The bamboo is thent bent
back, and iases secured in tbat position that
pressure upon a string placed across the tiger's
path leasens the catch, and the bambea, striking
the animal about the shoulder, buries the dagger
deep ini bis body, where, being barbed, it re'.
mains. The victim generally dies lu a few heurs.
Travellers are warned of the position of thes
traps by a bamboe cross or frame struck up by
the patb, on either aide of the trap, se that
people approaching in either direction are put
on the alert, and avoid danger by making a
short detour. It is a curions fact that the Shan.
Karéns, in the Tenasserlim provinces, and the
Dyaks of Borneo, make use of preciscly the
sagne exrpedient te kilt the figer and to warn the
passenger. 

-
0f tiger shooting in the orthodax way, that

is te, say, mounted on hawdaed elephants, se
much bas been told and written, that I have
nothing left te add. Safe as this amusement
usually is, it bas its dangers. Te be on a man-
away elephant in a mange, grove, or a forest cf
middling-sized trees, ls something like being
taken back in a hurricane. And crossiug the
Il duldul," or quicksands, of the Gnnduck river
bas made stout-hearted men turn as white as this
paper.- The tiger is new almosi eradicated frein
tbe bordera of Goruckpoor, Pirhoot, and Poor.
necca, where in my boyish days ho abouaded.
May the same fate await hlm by-and-by la Ren.
grapeer! __ _

LANCASHIRE WITCIIES.

T HE helief la ordinary mortals allying tacin-
selves with the powers of darkness, lsaa

superstition commea te all ages ani cauntries.
There wcre sootbsayers and magicans la the
court of Pharaoh, and Obee men or wizards,
bave figured in the late outbreac' la Jamaica.
The mlodem idea ef witchcrajît futened the sinfug
compact suppoaed te be entered into with theFather of Ail Evil, upon Women. It was against
women that the fulminations of King James were
chicfiy lannched, and upon women that the per-
senutions under Matthew Hopkins, the witch-
judge, fell with the heaviest force.-

"For bath sot ho wlthin ose yearUung thmee.core of them la ene sbire?
Sorne enly for soi being drowned,
A&nd others for l>elng above the grouad!"

The f=nQua buIl of Pope Innocent VIII. oit


