
THEÉ TRADE iREVIEW.

THE PRODUCE MARKET.

T HERE is little variation to note in the goueral fea-
turos of the market. ArrivaIs continue amaîl, sud

the domaud mostly local. There bas been little ac-
tivity lu auy department except in tihe article of
Fleur, wbich, owing te insufficieucy, bas been activcly
competed for. Some relief bas beon afforded by iu-
croased carrying facilities, and a few of tihe overloaded
depots are said to e hocared. There la, howevcr, a
large surplus stili remaining at mauy points, te the
serious inconvonienco sud injury of most concernief.

FLouut.-Tbe supplies lu tIse early part of thîe week
sbowed sigus of improvemont, andf buyers wore dis-
posod to hobd off for thse dîne. Ilolders, however,
kept firm, and receipts for the past few days being
again amaîl, buyers have come forward at former
prices. Extra bas hecome scarce, sud higlier prices
have ruled. We note sales of good to choice brando
at $4.80 to 34.90. Fancy, though not quoted ligher,
is more readily taken at former rates. Superflue, of
wbicb the bulk of transactions bave consistod, con-
tinues as lat quoted. $4.60 te 34.70 is readily obtain-
able for choice strong braufis, wbile ordinary sud ity
brands from Western wbeat range from $4.45 te 64.60.
No. 2 is roadily taken as snpplied at $4.20 te 34.30,
sud the lower qualifies at their full relative value.
Bag Flous- continues lu deficient supply, andi fuly
maintains its value, athougb we have no advsnce to
note. We quote $2.45 to $2.55, according to quality,
with most sales betwcen 32.50 sud 62.55.

WIRET.-We are stilb witbout transactions, there
hing no arrivaIs except te millers direct. U. C.
Spriug would command 81 to $1.02 if offered.

CoA&RsE GEÂixe.-There are few transactions tak-
iug place on the spot. Considerabbo is being doue lu
some of the country markets and points along the
rairoad for shipment te the States, at val-houec prices,
accordiug te the cost of carniage, &c.

Fonx-Remains uncbangcd, and witlsont ny fes-
ture of intereat to record.

BWrR.-A cotinuance of beavy receipta at aIl
the principal markets on this continent, has, if pos-
sible, added te, the previoua depression, aud sales are
in cousequence impracticabbe at any decline holdors
would as yt submit te. Ownors are becoming daily
more sud more anxious te realize thoir stock, even ai
a oss; sud It seems probable that before long sucb
prices must ho suhmitted to as will move off tbe
enormous stocks now oppressing the markets. Con-
idorable quantities are till on the way and in the

country merchants' bauds, ail of which must flnd a
market before new ls brougbt inte compotition witb
the old. This retaiuiug ou baud Of stocks sufficiont
for the consumption of many montha, sud for the sup-
ply of many markets, tihi a season wheu the trade is
restricted pracflcalby to one market, sud the time vory
imited, affords food for reflection on the part of opera-

tors. Had bolders been willing te send forward their
Butter in proper season, wben an active shipplng
demand exiated, sud wheu prices such as sbould sat-
if the Most avanicions could ho obtained, the preseut
tate of tbings migbt bave hoon te a large oxtent

averted; but falling into the common error of graap-
ing at a shadow, they have deservefily lst the sub-
stance. Now, at the close of the season, large parcels
whicb had been carofubly boarded away are arriving
fram quarters where a doarth is said ta exiat, sud
weiging down the market, whicb, ince the close of
navigation, bas besu largely overdone witb poor sud
middling qualifies, sncb indeed as uotbing but scarcity
wll ever draw luto consumaption, but whicb are utterly
unsabeable wbeu supplies are abundaut. Wilbe aip.
pers are at ail Urnes particular about quality, and are
hcoming iucreasiugly so year by year, tbey naturally
make a mucb dloser discrimination as the season ad-
vauces; the endi of the scason in Bitain usualy find.
ing a surplus of poor, wlicb can ouly ho moved at a
sacrifice. Ronce the inmportance, so long as the low
average lu quality exiats, of sending forward oarby;
as wben shippers bave the advantage of a protracted
season wherein te work off their consiguiments, tbey
will venture transactions lu an article whicb no in-
ducement in prico will tempt thcm te entertain at a
later stage of thec'season.

Assss.-Few orders are in the market, aud, wlth
coniinued dulucs lunBritain, pnicos romain un-
cbauged. The transactions of the week bave been
mostby at 35.20 te 35.224 for First Pots. Inferiors bave
been sold at irrogular pices from $550 to $5.70, ac-
cording te circuMSstancesl. Pears-the few arrivlng
fid sales at 66.40 te 35.60.

P ETROL EU M.

A COMPANY is being formed in Montreal and Bos-
ton for the devlopment of the rotroleum lands of

the Gaspé district. The man agers have secured a quan-
tity of surveyod, and bought from the Crown Lands
Department a large block of 35,000 acres of unsurvoyed
lands, adjoining tile properties of the IlGaspé Bay
Oul Boring and Mining Companies," and intend to
prosecute their researches withi vigor during thce nsu-
îng sumrncr.

THE MONTREAL MARKET.

There is no Crude in the market; and the stocks of
Refined on hand in Montreal have flot been so light
for three ycars as at present; nor js there any comirig
forward from the West. The stock in store does flot
exceed 300 barrels in tiret hands; against 400 barrels
at this time last year, and 6000 the year previous.
With a local consuxuption of from 40 to 50 barrels
daily, this does flot show more than sufficient in tirst
bands to supply the trade for elght days. The few
who are holding 011, ohtained an advance last week
of from 3c. to 4c. per gallon, and are flot anxious to
seil this woek, in view of the excccding smail stock in
market, without a flurther advanco. Unlike any other
article of such goneral consumption, shewing such a
deflciency, we hear of no one speculating or investing
in it, above what is actually required for immediate
trade want8. And this natural production of Canada,
the expert of which, if properly doveloped, would
have brought to the Province great woalth, bas,'
through mismanagement andi apatby, dwindlod down
to that of a purely local and retail character ;
while the groater numbor of refiners have on-
tirely closod their works, in consequence of the
loases sustained during the last two years. The
present lack of confidence amongst merchants,
capitaliste, and speculators, id Owing to several
causes. Most of those who did invest in oul a couple
of years ago, bast heavily, throughi the want of adequate
storage in Montreal. Until lately we had no proper
torage for oil, which, on Its arrivai, has lain upon the

wharf for sevoral days together, subjeet to the heat of a
summer sun. This caused loakagc to a very great
extent; indeed we are teld that in many cases 25 per
cent. of the oil was bast through this cause alone.

Tisedifficultyis nowentirelyobviatod. Thero are 11

botter oul stores in the Province than those situate on
the lino of the Grand Trunk close to this City. Tboy are
covered in with earth ln sncb a manner as renders tbem
proof against heat; and we are informed that oil stored
there during the last eigbt or ton months did flot lose
a quart to the barrel. We make these remarks, know-
ing that many of the western refiners and oilmen
stored in Toronto lest ycar on account of our lack of
accommodation the previous season. We believe some
four or five thousand barrels wore stored in Toronto
last faîl, aud that there is a very considerable por-
tion of it stili lying there. Had our western frienda
been aware of the storage facilities which-thanks to
the Grand Trunk Raibway Company-we now pos8ss,
this ohl wou]d have been here to meet the present de-
mand. The high winter freights of the Grand Trunk
wil likely prevent its coming forward before naviga-
tion opens.

Perbaps the primary cause of capitalists not invest.
ing in this article is attributable to the refiner sonding
so mnuch poor Oul forward, and drawing agalnst it at
short dates, which, not being fit for export, had to be
forced on the market; often at auction to efiect sales,
at heavy lasses. These sales depressed the value of the
btter 011s, which, in consequonce, had to be sold at
"Iunder cot" prices, as the inferior 011 was bought up
by pediars, who supplled the local wants of the city,
at rates below the firt cost of good oll. We particu-
larly caution the Western producers against seuding
unsaleable 011 to this market; as, we understand, there
i5 an Oib Inspection Bill about to ho introduced in Par-
liament, without which it is Impossible te do an export
trade. Persons euding forward Ou of inferior quality
will ho sure to meet with beavy loases; and Judging
by the laie reports from Europe of the superior value
of good Canadian Manufactured Oil aver American, as
regards durabillty, we are of opinion that those who
forward B fine article are pretty certain of finding
ready sale, at remunerative prices. Our present que-
tations are from 33c. te 40c. per gallon, barrols in-
cluded. _________

High Wines.
The market is quiet and steady. A good consumption

demaud, aud pricos unchauged. Best Upper Canada,
682* to 86c. per gallon.
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ABOUT WEIGHING ASHES.

R EFERRING to Pot Ashes, a Coîborne correspon-
dent (D. T.) writes complaining of the constant

discrepancy betwcen bis own wighing and that of the
Montreal Inspectors. Hesasys: "Yesterday1Ireceivod
bill of sales of fine barrels, and founfi a losa of weight
of one hundred and seventeen pounds. There must ho
something wrong. Pot Aab after.being barrelled up will
weigh as much a year hience as il will at the present.
I would heoboliged if some one would give some infor-
mation respecting se great a loss of weight. It may
be saifi that 1 do not weigh my barrels correctly; but
lt would be impoMible for me to make a mistake in
the wighing of every barrel.'

As we have heard several persons mskiug similar
coruplaints, we have takon the trouble of applying ta
the Inspectors for an explanation of the matter. Tbey
have very promptly furnished ns witb the following
extract from their hook, showing the weights of the
nine barrels referrcd to ahove:

IlD . C.
No. 7, 694 lbs. weiglit, 94 Ilis. tare; No. 8, 716 do., 85

do.; No. 9, 64,1 do., 88 do.; No. 10, 726 do., 87 do.
First Sorts; inspected 7th February 1866.

No. 11, 675 lbs. weight, 87 lbs. tare; No. 12, 676 do.,
94 do. FIrst Sorts; inspected l8th February, 186,
and weighed in proeonce of D. T.'s agent, wbo
saw a deficieucy of 7 lbs. per barrel.

No. 13, 691 lbs. weigbt, 88 lbs. tare: No. 14, 693 do.,
80 do.: First Sorte. No. 15, 695 do., 89 do.: Sec-
ond Sorts. Inspectefi 28tb Fobruary, 1865."

Thore is always an allowance of 2 lbs. per barrel for
draftage. The Inspecters add: "lOur scales are voni-
led regularly twa or three times oach week, and we are
certain tbey are perfectly correct. The only way in
wbich we ean account for the discrepancy is the sup-
position, amounting almost te a certainty, that Mr.
L's weighing apparutus must be fsulty."1

We hope tîsis explanation will prove satisfactory ta
aIl of our readers who are dissatisfled with the lu-
spectors' weighing. It is not the interest of the Iu-
spectors to reduce tihe actnal weigbt of the Ashes, but
the contrary.

DRUG TRADE.
Lyrnans, Clarc & Co. (See page 103.)

W E have no change to note, as the h-ado this winter
has been limitefi. We believe the market bas

nover been btter supplied than at presont. Largo
stocks of valuable drugs are held in anticipation of
demanfi for expert to the States. The passport sys-
tom somewhat interfered witb this trade. Many
valusble articles pay a very bigh duty in the Statses;
and as thcy occupy amaîl bulk (indeed a pockot-fau
would save a largo sum iu duties), the temptatian ta
avoifi the Custom bouse is very stroug. Very few
Drugs have been sold this winter for the Amorican
market. The Seod h-ado, wbicb forma a considerabbe
item in the business, will shortly commence. The
number of rotail Druggist8 iu towu bas largely in.
creased within the past year. Ovfer thirty establish-
monts have been oponed lu different parts of the city;
sud most of tbem are, wo believe, doing a remunora-
tive business.

Leather.
We cannot roporeuy improvement during the week

lu the leather market; sales are limidted by the Tory
moderato demands of manufacturera. The market
romains firm, but forms no exception te the general
stagnation wbich seems to provail in1 every lUse of
business.

Boots aud Shoos.
The Spring business bas harely commenced, and

ordera are on a very limited scale. The business
sympathises with the goneral backwardness of the
soason; consumuption is small, but it is reasonabbe te
expoct a change for the btter wben the market opens
for other descriptions of goods. The quantlty manu-
factured this season is exceedlugly small, and the bulk
of stocks held are of last year's goods. New styles are
likely to ho 1krm, but prices cannot ho expected te
afivauco much.

The demand for Varnishes is moderate. The busi-
ness season is approachlng, and prospects are fair.
There is considerable competition in this manufac-
ture, and prices are relatively lower bore than lu New
York or Boston, lu consequence of a more favorable
Customs tarifr.


