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THE TRADER.

surd ¢ven for discussion. Howerver, the
promoters of the new industry porsovared,
and finnlly, aflor much misiortuno and
discouragement, the American watoh
industry becameo an ostablished fact.
soon becamo apparent that American
walches had como to stay, and that thoy
wero going to be formidablo compotitors.
Accordingly tho cry was raised by inter-
eated parties that tho material of which
they wero constructed was poor, and thoy
would not last like watches of Iuropean
manufacture. In spite of all this oppo-
sition, howover, thoy continued by sh9er
forco of merit to becomo more popular,
and after first displacing tho Huglish
watch entirely from tho howo market they
began to reduce the lead of tho Swiss
Watch, then to compete with it on oven
terms, and finally to practieslly drive it
out of tho market. At tho present timo
in the United States, as in Canada, tho
demand fcr Swiss Watchos is limited to
two qualitios : the very cheap or the very
dear; the intermediato goods used being
almost exclusively of American manufac-
ture.

It scems to ue that the only thing that
uow stands in the way of the American
Watch having comploto possession of the
markets of this continent is the fact that
they have not hitherto supplied tho trade
with tho quantity of low.priced move.
wonts demanded by it. The American
Whatch is the popular Watch, and it is as
o rule only becauso tho dealors cannot
get thom choap enough that thoy buy
Kwiss goods to take their place. If Amer-
1can Watch manufacturers could or would
eupply all tho chenp movements that the
trnde demnnds, wo would find a very
heavy falling off 1 the 1mport of Swiss
goods.  As e the rulo in overything else,
the prico of American Watches depends
ov the supply aud demand. \When trede
15 boomng and they can sell more than
they can make, tho prices go up and thoy
o not care about selling low-priced goods
when they can casily disposo of all the
tetter class Watches they can turn oat.
These nre the times when the Swias
Watch again gots & foothiold, and when
their cheaper goods got a ochance to take
the placo of their American competitors,

It

‘as closoly and surely as the ebb and Row
of the occan tide, Whon Amorican
Watchos aro bigh, Bwiss goods soll road-
ily and the importation is increased.
\Whon American Watchos are plentiful
and low in prico Swiss goods becomo a
drug in tho market and the importation
falls off.

The following sable shows tho valuo of
. Watohes imported into the United Statos
from 1864 up to saud including 1882.
Tho amallest amounts wero in thoso years
in which it was supposed that the Ameri-
cans had ruined the Swiss manufacture
l of Watches:

1864 $1,695,138
1866 - - 2,230,390
1866 . 2,618,681
1867 - 2,072,183
1868 - . 2.093.946
1869 - - N 2,604,616
1870 . 3,302,434
1871 . 8,421,150
1872 3.662.602
1873 . . 2,610,826
1874 . 2,426,988
1875 - . - . 1,699,960
1876 - 961,964
1877 - - 718,989
1878 - 799,148
1878 . . 1,058,419
1880 - - - 2,028,762
188) - 2,861,824
1882 - - - - <« - 2647697

Of course the views above are our own,
and being situated in o neutral

country, as Canada undoubtedly is, wo
think we are in a position pretty accurato-
ly to gauge the comparative merits of
theso rival goods. It is but natural that
tho rivals themsolves should look at it
with different eyes, and it is, thereforo,
with interest that wo rend the viows of
M. Claude Saunier in au address to the
Watchmakors of Franco on this very sub-
ject. He said, * The Watchmakers of
Switzerland have succeeded in rotrieving
the losses in their trado with the United
States. This they have accomplished by
mutually apholding and helping oach
other, by disseminating professional in-
straction throughout the country by
spacial teshuical publications, by uniting
into * collectivitics ' at home and abroad,
by establishing socisties in the inter-
ests of manufactares, trado and science,
and by discriminating with rare intelli.
; genoo botweon what is best made by band
.and what is best made by machinery.
! Their success in recovering lost ground

' watchmaking line. Tho reply to 1
question would be too long for onr pru.
ont spaco, 80 wo will only montion o fry
iterns horo and tako up tho subject agay
i in a forthooming number. It 18 & fiy
that their capability of production is ece
stantly increasing and might oven cloy
all tho forcign markots to forcign gooly
in tns line. Tho principal cstatlis.
ments manufacturing watohoes n Amerig
aro tho  Waltham " and “ Elgin,” th
formor with 2,600 workmon produciny
1,000 complote pieces a dny, and tho ki
ter turning out 860 piccos = day. Tie
total annual production is thus in th
neighborhood of eight hundred thonsssd
watohes. Sovoral factories are preparing
to supply tho market ‘with what they cll
& motal stom-winder, anchor escapement,
for tho price of $2 or $8, with theendin
view of driving out foreign cowmpetitioa
entirely. A S8wiss paper cowmenting
upon this fact remarks : ¢ We havo calld
the attention of our readers to this fadt
so that they might bo warned against an
excessive production of that class of goods
which is in direct ocompetition with
American watches, which may at sny
timo take the place of our exportations
of similar grades if the present somewhst
moderate production should assume much
lurger proportions.’”

PRACTICAL REPUDIATIOR.

| Canada has hitherto prided hersell
upon being not only able but willing b
paye-  obis that she may haveincurred,
Lut it .ue bill recently passod by the
Manitobu Legislature is to become the lav
of that Province, then our people may
ceaso to boast of their honesty. Thi
bill proposcs to exempt from seuare
under execution for debl, the land,
buildings, implements, horses, cattle,
furmiture &o. &ec. of farmers, and the
, dwellings and farniture of those rendiog
lin towns and villages to tho extent of
; 88,000, and should properly bo called
i An Act to cheat the Creditors of Mao-
jitobn”. Tho most serious thing abodt
:this act, i3 tho uncommon provisico

therein contained whiclk makes 1t rotro-
; active as well as prospective. Wers this

whoso prices have been advanced. Below ! shows what a tenacious, intelligent and : act simply s prospective ono that fuuld
we givo & tablo showing tho imports of ! patriotio will can accomplish in nations " apply only to debts incurred after 1t be-

Swiss Watchies into tho United States

'as well as in individuals.” Mr. Saunier

' came law, it would bo bad enough in &l

from the year 1564 until 1882, by which continues *Tho offorta of the Swiss man- ; conscicnoe, because it would enturely ruin
1t will bo scen that the increaso or do- ' ufacturers which hnve been 8o justly , tho credit of the inbabitants of the prairi¢
creaso of these goods have followed tlxo?crownod by success lend us to enquire | province. The ovil they soek tolay opes
fluctnations of their Ameriean competitors | what tho Amoricans aro doing in tho{other people would fall npon themselvss,



