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THE CHRISTMAS TRADE.

he * Christmas Trado" has, of late
years, beconio such an established fact,
that it is now confidently looked for-
ward to for a certuin amount of busi-
ness, and, as o rule, tho result equals
tho expectations. The giving of Christ-
mus presents is  becoming annunlly
moroe a matter of fashion, and while the
custom is highly commendable in itself
as being indicative of affection, it is no
less so as being a very strong factor in
tho yearly balance-sheet of many kinds

' business. | To the Hardware trado, it
brings an increased demand for Sleds,
Skates, and household articles fitted tor
presents, and makes business in thatde-
partmont scem specinlly brisk while it
lasts. To the jeweler and fancy goods
dealor, it i8 harvest time, and if' they
fail properly to take advantage of the
opportunity, they will have to wait un-
til the same scason comes again before
they can hope to do an cqual.amount of
buginess in tho same period of time.
In “That season of innocent mirth,
when a glory ineffable rests on the
earth,” not only do men’s heartsseem to
bo opened, but their purse strings scem
to be similarly affected, and they de-
terminedly and composedly spend their
monoy upon trifles that would make
thent hesitato and calculate at any other
period of the year.

As wo said hefore, it is .\voll that it is
80, and we trust, for the sako of trado
it not for any higher object, that the
custom will never dic out.

Tho shrew. business man is always
ready to take.advimtago of this fashion
or custom, whichover it Ly bo ealled,
and he gots. his stock- mbe-gs good shape
as possible in order to b equal to the

oxpected demand.  Othor things boing
cqual, as a rule, people buy whero they
got tho best assortment to select from,
and the best valuoe for their monoy, and
it is for theso veasons that 1t is impern.
tivo upon dealors who desire to do a
good paying Christmas trade to have
their goods carofully solected and in
stock in plenty of timo to anticipate the
rush. Qur oxperience is that the dila-
tory or procrastinating morchant loses
moro than ho gains by boing short of
stock on such an important occusion,
and the truth of the old proverb is fully
attested, that ¢ There is that which
scattoroth and yot increasoth, and thoro
is that which withholdeth more than is
meot and it tendeth to poverty.”

From the present indications it would
soom as if tho coming Xmas trade will
he more than usually livoly. From
overy direction we hear of good sales
being effected, money coming in more
freely, and fair prospects ahend. For
these reasons wo would say to our
friends throughout the country, you
will consult your own bost interests by
ordering early and cavefully, and erving
on tho side of liberality rather than
that of ovorcarofulness.

To one and all of our readers we
wish a successful and’ prosperous Xmas
trade, and when woe come in our next
number to wish them a happy New
Year, we trust that they will be abloe to
look back upon the yoar 1880, not only
as the most prosporous of their lives
but as the precursor of good years to
come.

A COMPETITOR TO THE GRAND
TRUNK.

~ Probably no road on this.continent is
so much afraid of opposition as the
Grand Truuk Railway of Canada. Its
scent for opposition roadsis as keen as
that of the warhorse for the battle,and is
always on the alert to buy up opposition
roads, or fight those who cannot be thus
treated. It is the grund railroad bully
of Canada, and like tho proverbial don-
nybrook fair Irishman js ever wanting
some rival corporation to tread upon the
tail of its official coat. Its treatmont
of the Credit Valley Road has been
simply tyrannical impertenance, and it
isonly because it has friends at court
that it attempts to play such
pranks in a country like Canada. Its
opposition to the scheme for bridging

‘the St. Lawronce has been so fully ox-

posed by tho  genoral nowspapors, that
wo need say nothing more about that
littlo gnmne, furthor than that it wasa
disgraco to any country. In factin tho
coutinual fights this rond huswith othor
lines, wo are rominded of the soldior
who was being flogged; the man who
plied the lash could never suit him as
to pluco, for the blows woero cithor too
high up, or too low down, It opposed
the St. Lawrenco Bridgo schome on tho
ground that ifs construction would-in-
torfere with navigation, and it gave as
a renson for opposing the Credit Valley

‘Road that it was unjust to their vested

intorest to subsidizo an opposition line.
Their Intest scaro scems to boe tho
«Toronto and Qttawa Pailway,” which
proposes to run from Toronto to Mon-
treal via Ottawa.

That this railway is badly needed,
theve cannot be the slightest doubt, for
from presont appeavances the Grand
Trunk is totally unable to carry the
froight that is forced to take that route
in order to reach the seaboard.

But, in its usualdog and mangor stylo,
it will do all it possibly can to stop the
new rond, and, if it cannot crush the
scheme, will probably -try und buy it
up. Indeed the latter idea is freoly
talked of in tho Montreal papors already,
but we trust that My, W, Gooderham,
who controls the projected road, will
keep it indopendent of its huwo und
overgrown rival.  The Grand Trunk
Railvond has never done justice to the
requiremonts-of Toronto ; indeed it has
carefully di:criminated against us in
favor of Montrexl. Wo aro continually
told by morchants 1 London and tho
west, that thoy got freights from Mon-
treal as cheap as from Toronto by the
G.T.R. That is, that the Grand Trunk
carry freight for Montreal merchants
883 miles for nothing. When a Toronio
morchant has to got goods from Mon-
treal, this time of year, it costs him 50
cents per 100 ibs., and often takes from
twelve to fourteen days to accomplish
the journoy by their so called  Express
Freight!” Surely such a torm is a
misnomer, or is intended by the com-
pany as ahuge pun. “Ezxpress Freight,”
which, under favorable circumstances,
makes fully 26 miles a day,.is pretty
nearly as good a thing, in its way, as
Mark Twain’s *¢ Avalanche Express;”
the latter, although slower, had, how-

ovor, a decided advantage in its freight

and passenger rates, which were free,
We are cortain that if evér Mark Twain



