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poso of buaging this subjeet before them, and, if
deemed expedient, organizing : bnlding commit-
the in cach congregation.  ‘Fhe fullowing were
added 10 the commttee s C. 8, Patterson, Jon,
Green, U, Seymour, D, Dk, Esgs, and D
Holden,

On tho eport of a committre, appointed for .
the purpose, the Cletk was instructed to grant 2,
Preshytenal certificate to Mr. ‘Thom, student of
Divinty, about to return 1o Kanox's College

‘Ihe” Preshytery took into consideranon the
subject of candidates for the minsiry, and appoint-
ed a commintee, consist ng of Mesars Rosers,
Gregs nad Wil-0n, to confer with and encovsage
promsing young men to devote themselves ta the
wotk of the ministry ; and to take steps 1owards |
raising funds to assist them in prosecoting their !
studies,

An extract was read from the minutes of the !
Preshyzery of Hamilton, to the effect that having |
cxamined Mz, ‘Thos {lodaking, a minister of the !
0. S. Piasbyterinn Church of the United States, -
they had resolved to apply to the Syaud for leave
to rectave him as a nanister of this Church.

An extract was read from the minutes of the
P.exbytery of ‘Toronto, to tho effect that they had
examined and wero fally satisfied wals the chare
acter and attainments of Mr. A, C. Geike, forme
erly Miuister of the Congregational Chuarch, and
an applicant for admission as a minister ol this
ehurch

Mr. Gordon reparted that, afier due notice, he
had modersted in a call in Chalmers® Chuseh,
which was unanimously given to Mr, David B.
Pearce.  The call, duly antested, waslaid on the |
tahle 1l next mecting,

‘Tho Clerk was anthorized to grant a Preshy-
terial ceruficate to Mr. McCaughey as an ordain-
¢d missionary of this Church.

‘The next meeting was appointed 10 bo held in
Belleviile, on she 14th of Nov ,—on which day
thereforo the Presbytery metin Belleville.  The |
chief businers iransacted was the susitaining of |
the call to Mr. Pearce, kearing his trial picces,
and appointing his ordination to 1ake place on
the 20¢h Nov., at 11 o'clock, A, M.

Wirtiam GreGo, Pres. Clerk.

——— e
PRESBYTERY OF COBOURG.

Tins Presbytery mer in South Cavan Chorch
on the th of December. ‘There was a good
attendance of ministers and elders.

It was agiced that in future no verbal reports
be received in place of the hall-yearly financial
statrment, and these congregations that have noy
given it in for last haif year, are enjoined to doso
at the first mnecting. It was Jikewise agreedahat |
the tenms for receiving their statemenss be altered
to the lst of May and November, and thata
month previous 10 these dates the clertk forwaid
a schedule to the several ministers, to be handed |
by hiwn to the treasurer, and 1hat he fill them vp |
with the sanction of the deacons’ court. i

It was recommended 10 suine of the congrega- |
tions to adopt tho system of haif-ycarly payments ¢
to their minisiers, and to one to have deacons !
elected and set apart to the offico.

Soveral members were appointed to supply
Grafton cangregation.

Mr. McLood reporied that ho had attended = |
meoting of 1ho Homo Mlission Committeo and ¢
thatin compliance with the Prosbytery’s request, |
Mr. Beattie had been appoinied to Jabour in its
bounds. i

It was agreed that for the better conducting of ¢
mi-gionary mectings the Presbytery be divided
into three sections—the eastern, consisting of the
congregations under the caroof Messrs. Andrews,
Bowie, ‘Thompson and Beattie—the central, those
under the care of Messre, Roger, Blain, McLeod,
McKenzie, and J. W. Smith—1iho western, those
under the care of Mesas. Douglass, Smath, and
Boag. Mr. Andrews to havo charge of inanag-
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or the abundant harvest and 1he successes of the
. all.es in the Bast.

the central, ond Mr. Douglass the western sece
tion.

The Preshytery enjoin that all records of ses.
sions be lad on ther table for eaumination at
next wmeehing.

I'he Preshytery nppointed its next meeting to
bo held on the 41t Tuesday of Januury, 1856, at
PPeterboro®, at 12 A, M.

Jaxes Bowir, Pres. Clerk.

———p——
PRESRYTERY OF ‘TORONTO.

‘I'ho Preshytery of ‘Toronto met on the Sth
Dec., in terms of the netice 1 Jast Kecoyd, and
continued six dirys in session,

Siateen ministers and lour elders were pres-
eat, the gremer number of whom atiended tiff tho
close.  Awmong the items of ordinary business
before the court, the following tmay be noticed:

‘I'here was read a reply of the Governor Gene-
ral to the Presbytery’s memorial, in reference to
tho appointment of a day of =peaal thanksgiving

As his Excellency feurs there
would be diflicully in the way of issuing a pro-
clamation fur a_general thanksgiving s present,
the Preshytery ngreed to sppoint Wednesday, 19th !
Dec., to be ohserved as aloresad, by al the con-
gregations within the bounds.  Also a committte
was appointed to bring this tatter betoro the
other denominationg, and to invite their cy-opera-
tion.

‘I'no subject of procuring mianses throughont
the congregations was consudered o tenms of the
Synod's delweranze, It was agreed abat he
clerk be instnacted to wiite circulars (o ageertain
where there are tanses and where there are
none, and, alzo, where rteps aro nowv being 1aken
for providing them, requesting an iunnediate ans-
wer.

‘The special business befere tho court was the
Piosbytensl visitativn o Kuox's conaregation,
‘T'aronto,  ‘The Rev. Mr. McTavish, Moderator,
preached an appropriate and impressive disconrse
on Rev. xx1u 5, ¢ Behuld [ muke all things vew
after which 1he case of visitation was proceeded
with, The state of tho congresation was fully
inquired into, by a careful and prosracted exami.
nation of the 'astor - the Elders who had recent-
ly tendered their resignation—ihe “I'rustees—ihe
1S1ders elect, as well as a nunber of other mem-
bers and adhkerems of the congregation. ‘Ihe
Presbytery likewiso held several privinte mectings
for conferenco and consulation. “Fhefullowing s
the finding ceme to:—

Ifnox's Church, Torontn, Dec. 12th, 1353,

The Preshytery resumed consideration of the
state of Kuox's congregation, after 2 lengthened
conlerence, and taking a conjunct view of the
whole cuze, they vnaubmousty agreed to the fol-
Jowing deliverance :—

Lrom the evidence it appears that dissensions ¢
and heast-burnings cxist 1n the congregation ;
and that on the part of a coas:derable number of
church members, there 13 dissansfaction wuh the |
Pastor ; and that these evils have assumed such
a magmtude 2s to be a public offence, 1o inder

{ cdificanon, and 1o affect seriously the mnterests of

religion.

The attention of the I'resbytery has been di-
rected 1o a number of canses from winch tius |
unhappy stato of things has been aiteged 1ospring |
—winch aro prncipally the following :—Dr. ¢
Burny’ neglect of his congregation by engaging in ¢
nussionary labour to an'uncatled for exitent, and
S0 as to oceasion incoavenience to s people— 1
tho vexanous oppesition offcred by Dr. Burns to
the ordination of Messrs. Pyper and Campbell to i
tho office of tho Eldership ;—the improper con- |
duct of Dr, Burasn tampering with witnesses in 4
tho course of the invesugation prosccuted before o
the Session of Knox’s church in the ssid case j— ¢
indications on the part of Dr. Burns of a want of §

sincerity and honesty of purpose ;—the defects of §
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the Iate Blders, Messis. MeMurrieh and Shaw,
o} 1he duties incuinhent on them as clders j—ihe
haughtiness of manner exhibited by the irustees
towards members and adherents of the congrega-

i un j=and the objecnenable characier of 1he

constintion under which the trustees hold office.

1. With regmd 1 the fitst ol theso causcs,
viz, Dr. Buros' alleged neglect of lus congrega-
non by cngaging in missionary labouts to an
uncailed-for exient, the Preshyiery not only ex-
empt Dr. Burns from Llame an this mangr, but
would express their approbation of his missionary
zeal, and the abundance ol his labows in the
spritoally destitnte part of the Provinee ; and in
s far as there may have beeo any irregulority in
the manner 10 which Dr. Burns has on several
accasions absented himself from his pulpie, the
Presbytery would merely notice ihat his conduct
on 1hese oceasinns has been already adjudicated
on by his ecclesinstical superiers.

2. With regard to the secend of the above.men-
tioned caus-s—the alleged vexatious opposition
offered by Dr Burns to 1he ordination of Mess:s,
Pyper and Campbell to the office of the elder-
ship—the Presbytery are of the opinien that tle
opposition offeted by Dr. Burns to the o:dination
of 1hese gentlemen hag been jn some points vexa-
tious, viz, by Dr. Burns, as moderator of the
Kirk Session of Knox's Church, affirding an op-
portunity to members and adherents of the con-
peegation to give in objections against Messis,
Pyper and Camphrelibefore the Session on maro
than one occasion, contraty to the faw of the
chutch 3 and by himself giving in, afier tho serve
ing ol 1he edict, objeciions which partly had heen
adjudicated on by the Synad, and panly wero
such as 1o impress the Preshytery with the con-
viction that they would not have heen urged. had
not ohjections already dispased of been siill ale
lowed to influence Dr, Bumns® aciion ; and, mote-
over, by Tepresening to 8 lll?clmcuf thc congre-
gation of Knox's church, held afier last Synod,
that the decmien of 1he Synod in he case of
Me:sis, Pyper and Campbell had not been a
dec'sion on the ments of the case ;— which oppo-
81 jon must have been felt to be the more griev-
ious inastnuch as Buras had previously endeavor.
ed to persuade the Sabbath School teachers ta
remove Mr. Pyper from the office of superinten-
dent, winle the charges made against him had
not been proved 3 and had used his influence to
get the Sabbath Schoo! teachers to investigate
these charges—a duty which could only properly
e performed by the Kirk Scssion.

3. With regard, in the third place, to the
caarge of tampering with witnesses, in the inves.
tigation prosceuted before the session in the case
ol Mesers Pyper and Campbell, thie Preshytery
find that theugh Dr. Buras may liave used un.
avarded language, particularly to one witniess,
there is nothing to warrant the conciusion that
he attempted or desired to clicit fram the witne:s-
¢3 ‘esmaony mecoasistent with truth,

4. In the fourth place, with regard to the
charge brought agaiust Dr. Burns of a want of
sincenty and honesty of purposo, the Presbytery
find that nothing has been adduced 1o prove Dr.
Burns to be msincese or dishonestof purposo ; and
the Preshytery have confidence in Dr. Burns in
these respects. At tho same time they are of
opinton that Dr. Burns s in the habit of speaking
:n a rash and precipuate manner, making asser-
uons for tho truth of which he does not possrss
sufiicicat evidence, and adhening pertinaciovsly
to these after suflicient evidence of their incor-
reciness has been brought forward ; and 1o this
tho Preshytory would attribote the impressions of
the want of strasglie.forwardness which seem 0
have been produced i the minds of varnious parties
who have given evidence before the Court.

5. With regard 1o Dr. Burns® pulpit nunistra
niong, the Presbriery ind that the evidence before
themas of a2 confiict.ng natwre, and such as to
affo:d the court noadequate grounds for pronounc-
ing a drfinite judgment on thesubject.  Butthey

ing the mcetings in tho eastern, Mr. Mecleod | Dr. Burns® pulpst munistrations ;—the negleer, By + wonld dircet Dr. Buras® own attention t0 the



