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fite, sward, aud the most hornble cruelties, sue-
cerded i Cxtrpanng the Rtelopn from Betzm.
Maute than a bundsed thousand ciizena peatahed,
and Romamam was vestored over heaps of corpse.
ea. Since then, the Belgians remamed seevilely
sulyeet to the ponttfical yoke,  Lven the name
of P'rotestant beeamo o despreed and proscnbed
e,

In 1789, of n population of from tour to five
maih n inhabuants, there remnatned but one ob-
seure Refurmed congregation, and consisted of
only from 100 to 150 persons. A veaerable
pastor, My, Devisies, had the courags to go and
prench o them the Word of God. He was sezed,
cast into prison, and threatened with death,
when political events changed the aspect of
aftaes,  Delgimn was anneaed to Franco, and
the first c.ougul, Bonaparte, wtroduced religious
hberty.  Under the reign of Napoleon 1., how-
ever, Protestants were few in number, and no
anempts were made at evangelising, for the
general attention was wned entirely 1 another
direction,

In 1815, aftor tho battle of Waterloo, Belgium
was resunited to Holland, Jt would have sermed
naweal that, under the government of Williain
of Nasaan, a Protestant prince, tho Reformanon
wauld be called upon to make great progress —
But the king, especially, feared to irntate the
priests and the Popish laymen of hus new terri-
tory, e expressly recomunended to the Pro.
testant pastors to perform no act of proselytism.
‘P'he distingmished Dr. Merdle D'Aubigné was at
that timc pastor at Brugsels, and chaplain of the
king. e could not act wath full hberty ; but
his preaching was blessed, and Protestantism
begzan to be more respected.

In 1§30, a revojunon broke out in thns country,
under the double mflucnco of the hberal party,
which claumed natonal wdependence, and the
Romsh clegay, who detested the anthority of the
Prowestant monareh.  Belgium violently eepar-
ated herself from Holland, and the Luropean
powers sanctioned ths change.  ‘The Dutch
pastors were expelled.  Five or six feeble con-
gregations, of which the maganty were foreigners,
were the only ropresentanses of Protestantism
in Belmwm, Mr. Merle D’Aubigné left Bros-
sels, and accopted the place of professor in the
thealogical zchiool of Geneva.

‘The cauge of the Reformation then appeared
compromnsed and almost lost among the Belgians,
But there is an English proverb, * Man’s extre-
mity is God’s opportugity,” and these words
wete hore fulfiled.  As the revolutionary move-
ment had suceeeded with the aid of the hberal
party, tie new consutution  proclauncd hibesty of
conseienc, hberniy.of the press, nberty of nssocia.
tion, aad, consequuntly, hiberty of worstnp, This
was & previcus teans of acaon for the fricnds ot
the poepel.  The Bumsh and Foreign Biblo So-
cirty s:ationed at russels a zealous agent, Mr.
Juldy, who, anled by afew prons auxiharies,
cmpieyed hanset wn spreading he Holy Senp-
tures thronugh the country.  About 10,000 copies
of the Bible bave heen distnbuied in Belgum
during the last twenty years~divine seed which
has fauca here and there upon good and ferule
ground.

In 1637, a small number of devoted Christians
resolied 1o cstablish a * Belgian Evangelieal
Society.”  They had but little credit or money,
and all buman appearances were unfuvourabla.
Wasihero cven a possibihty that a handful of
unknown men would succeed in propagating the
knowledgo of the gospel n 2 countsy where
Popriy cxercised such tyranmical dormnton 3—
Must they not meet with formidable obstacles
at every siepl  They were not, however, dis-
coutaged ; and, placing their confidence in God,
wha cmploys the most fecble instruments for the
advancement of lus kingdom, they courageously
weint Jorward.,  Religious tracts wero distribated.
Coipuricurs, teachers, cvangelists, pas.ors, every
one put his hand to the work n s special
spheie ; and alihpugh the [ agress of the wath
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‘ muy not have heen very rapid in Belgium, the
i harveat has heen greater than could have beon
{ hoped ‘or in the heginning.

‘I'lns country now possesces two general Pro-
testant churches, the nne salaried by the state, the
U ather sustained by voluntary subseriptions.  The
| Protestant Nadional Churehh numbers fourteen
| pastors, at the head of flourishing congregarions,
| ‘I'he Freo Church supports thirty agents, and has
| filteen snations digpersed thrangh the most popu-
) lous distriets in Belgium.  Every year some new
l station is founded. It ia worthy of remarh, that
{

the pastora ralaried by the public 1reasury and
the Indepéndents live fn perfect harmony. Far
from oxhausting resources in barren disputations,
usis often the case in other countries, they walk
hand in hand, undorsranding that their fraternal
union is for them one of tho best guarauntees of
FUCCCRS,

‘I'he principal cities in Belgivm,—DBrussels,
Liege, Louvain, Amwerp, &c.,—havo nt the
present day evangcheal chapels. At Brussels,
the [ndependent congregation was first formed
by the Rev. Philip Boucher. This congrega-
tion is, at present, cntrusted to the pastor Pan.
chaud, who exhibits as much eapacity as fideluy
in his ministry. The majority of tho Belgian
Protestants are new converts,  Among them
figured, until recently, the Marquis of Aongt.—
Roman Catholic by birth, he had served in tho
navy, and obtained the rank of captain. Having
retired from service, he dovoted himselfto his
religion, and was eighty vears old when bo re-
ceived the knowledge of the Christinn truth.—
Conversions aro very raro at so advanced an age,
and itis still more rare that an aged man hns
energy enough to acknowledge holdly his oppa.
fition to the faith of his family and friends.—
‘I'he Marquis of Aoust was, in thia respect, an
honourable exception. Vainly did tho priests
jinportune him, and u=e all possible means to re-
tain him under the tyranny of the Papal church.
He frankiy followed tho way which his God and
his conscience pointed out. Thé Marquis built
a chapel at lus own expense, beside his chateau.
He called a pastor, and expended annually £120
for tho maintenance of regular public worghip.
His cfforts were not in vain. Many inhabitants
of the neighbourhood followed his example in
ranging themselvea under the banner of Josus
Christ.  This vencrable old man died recently,
aged 94 yoars, and his last moments ware highly
edifying.

Thus the gospel advances in Belgium, and wo
shonld rejoice the moro in it, as the majonty of
tho inhabitants are so grossly superstitious. No-
where except, perhaps,in Spain and the moro
retired districts of Ttaly, have the priests taoght
more estravagam fablea. You shall judge of it
by a few examples.

There is, near Brassels, a placo much re-
nowned for its pilgrmages. At certain ap-
pointed <easane, thousands of poor people, go
thither from all the provinees of Delginm.  They
walk upon their knees around the altar, and so
numerously that the marhle pavement is worn
hollow. \Vhat has been placed in this much
frequented chapell  Enter, and you sce upon
the altar aniron cofiin And what isin this
coflin? A distaff with a few bits of ihread
wound around it. Well! this distaff and thread
belonged, aceotding to_the declaration of the
pricsta, 1o the Virgin Marv! The Virain spun
with this distaff, while tho infant Jesus elept in
her armse? These sacred relics, therefore. work
wonderful miracles! What imposture and pro-
fanation !

In 1ho city of Liege there ie a black virgin who
also works astonishing niracles. This black
virgin, whio seems to helong to the African race,
rather than to a Eurepran people, in her turn
drawe fanumerable pi'erims.  The priests redate
that thia virgin miracvlously protected the city of
Liege during a bloody <iege, and that she reccived
all the cnemy’s bomhs into hier apron

Thero is £1s0 2 saint who cures’ all horse dis-

o omoe -

cases.  Sick horses by hundreds and thousards,
are annually led thither from all parts ol Belginm.
A soleinn mass g first celebrated ; then the re-
lics of tho snims are auccessively placed @ the
head of cach horse, and their cure is effeetrd.
‘Tho oniy truth wr this shameful farce is that tho
Popish ecclesiasties recerve much money. No-
thing in the world 13 maore Jucrative than poputar
superititions, to those who possesa tho art of tak-
ing advantage of them,

1t is evident that these ahsurd legends, in chore
iehiag, on the enec hand, the credulity of the -
nurant, must provoke, on the other, the disduin
and scepticisin of thinking mea who know not
thoinspired Word. Thisis precisely what takes
placon Belgiom. The members of the middle
classes are generally unbelievers.  They desp.so
the impostures announced by tho priests; and rs
they confound religion with  the clergy, they live
without God in tho world. Unhappy people,
+ who fall into tho extreme of superstition, or that
of infidolity !

How necessary, therefore, it is to Kindle the
torch of the gospel in Belgium, and t0 bear it
from place 1o place, in order to cnlighten those
who it in tho shadow of death!  Thanksto God
this work is begun and carried on with persever-
ing zeal!  The converted laymen, especially,
improve all their jeisuro moments in exhonting
their fricnds to embrace the Chnstan faith. Mr.
Panchauvd has repeated some touching examples
of this. Thus, poor labourers, who work in the
coal mines, carry with them religious tracts or
the Bible,and at the hour of repast call together
their companions. There, two orthree thousand
feet beneath the light of the sup, by a small
swinging lamp, they read rehigious books, and
announce the Sun of Righteousness who brings
healing on his wings! There is also a merchant
who, on Sabbath, pcrfurming the henevolent of-
fice of colporteur, and provided with a collection
of Bibles and religious books, travels along the
high roads, visitng villages and stnving to bene-
fitsouls. This excellent man was ill-treated at
the instigation of the priests. Some wisguided
peasants assauited -him ; but scarcely were his
wounds heated before he restmed his missionary
Jabours.

I shall close my letter with the account of 2
conversion. An old soldier, Roman Catholic
by birth, fell dangerously ill.  His parents called
the parish priest, who at his enufince asked the
soldicr to make his confession. ¢ But why must
I confess te you1" asked the sick man., *Tus
the ordinance of the church,” replied the priest.
« That may be, but tell me the reasonsof tlus
ordinance”® *“How! you dare to dispute twith
me  Not so many words; confessimmediatoly.”
o« But 1 desire to know what I rust confess to
you,” said tho soldier. * Ah1” cried the irntat-
ed priest, “you raise objections beeauso you
have too many disgraceful sinsto confess. Well ¢
it you do not confess youshall be eternally damn-
ed thatisall? The old soldier was offenderd
by his arrogant tone, and his refusal 1o explain
the rulgs of the Romish Church. Ho ordered
the pricst to leave his room immediately.  Soon
alter, a pastor arrived, who had himself carried
arms in a French regiment. Their interviow
was affecting.  The pasior spoke the Janguago
of sincerity and faith. The soldier understoud
that the truth was there.  Without needing 10
confest to 2 man. he humbly confessed his sins
10 God and received whe grace which 1s in Christ
and him crucitied. IFrom that moment iio has
faithfulty walked in the way of salvauon.—Cor.
of N. Y. Olsercer.
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FAMILY READING.

Tn these Jong winter eveninge, what stores of
sseful and entertainag knowledge may be Imd up
in the home circlet ‘The many hours which
clapse between night-tall and the penod for rest,
may bo turned to most importast account fer tho
mental improvement of the houschold. Gossip




