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P. Cook, M. C. Lwz, Galt; N Stewart, Van-
kleekbill, Mr Cattanach, Lochiel; T. Short,
Otonabeo ; K Kemp, Norwood 3 J Hall, Peter.
boro’; J. Miller, James Stewart, Kingston ; J.
Keith, Bellevilto; Hon, 1. MeDeonald, Ganan-
oquo ; 1. Matheson, Embro; Shenff Sherwood,
Brockvillo; Mr Campbell, Prescott, with power
to add to their numbor.  John MeMurrich, Esq.,
Toronta, Convencr.
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All communirations connected 1w1th the Record
and the Several Schemes of the Church, to be
addressed to* Rev. W. Reip, Orfrice or Tar
Misstonary avp Eccresiasticar, Rrcoro,”
Toronto.

TO CORRESPONDENTS.

Communications intended for tho Record shonld
bo in the Editor's hands by the 15th of the
month.

Tnr. Recoro.~-All possiblo caro is taken in ad-
dressing and mailing the Kecord. Should any
irregularity occurin any quarter, in tho receipt
of the Record, intimation ghould bo sent at
once to this office, in order that tho irregu.
larity may bo remedied.

@he Record,

TORONTO, \UGUST. 1854,

SYSTEMATIC BENEVOLENCE.

Wo have occasonally in tho pages of the
Record offered a fow remarks on Christian hbe-
rality in general, and systematic benevolenco in
particular.  This suhject dosorves and really
demands our most scrious attontion. Tho duty
of givine to the cause of Christ, and for the sako
of Christ, is, wo fear, but very partially under-
stood. How solemn the thought that many pro-
fessing Christians spend far moro on unnccessary
Juxurics than on objects connccted with the cause
of Christ ; yea, that some spend more on strong
drink or tobacco—things which we hold to bo
not merely unnecessary, but positively injunous
—~than they devoto to Christ's cause. Such
things assuredly ought not to be.

Tho ovil has been, that in giving for the ad-
vancement of the Redeemer's Kingdom, no prin-
ciple hagbeen recognized,and no system followed.
Of late, this subject has angaged the attention of
various devoted men, and several treatises have
been written on the subject, which, we believo,
have so far been of use in diffusing correct and
scriptural views in regard to the duty of Christ-
jan liberaliy. A volumo has lately been pub-
lished, entitled « Guld and the Gospel; tho !
Ulster Prize Essays on tho senptural duty of!
giving in proportion to means and 1ncomo.”— |
Prizes having been offered ior the best and second :
best essays on “ Giving in proportion to means :
and income,” fifty-one essays were submitted to |
the adjudicators, who selected five as “ co-equal |
in merit, but so varicd in style and distinct 1n |
charactor as to form an intet esting, cfficient and |
completo exposition of the whole subject.”” Of
tho five writers, two are Englishmen, two Irish- l
mon, and one a Scotchman; wihule, as to
Churches, tho first is an Episcapahian Minister, l
the second 8 Presbyterian Mimster, tno third a
Scotch Dussonter, the fovrth an Enghsh Non-
oonformist, acd the fifth a layman of a different

| We know of no money so well spent as this, 1n
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charch from all the four.  Somo of the Essayists |
hold the divino insvtution and authonty of tithes; f
whilo they all hold up o high srandard of Chri-t-
ian liberality,—ono of the writers maintaining !
that ** the proportion of the Christan offerings
10 teligion and humaniry ghould as much exceed
the ratio of tho law of titho, ns his oblignnons 5
exceed thoso of a Jew; and that ho should pro-
portion his offerings to tho measure of his ro-
sources, and practice solf-denial of tho luxurics |
and olegancies of lifo, to have what he may}
in tho fullest measure to tho Saviour's glory.™
The fifth exsayist dwells on the importanco of !
methnd, system and regularity tn giving, and’
recommends that we should not only give when !
solicited, but storo up a portion of our substanco I
in readiness, so that the amount shall not be left
to chance, or to the impulze of tho moment
This volumo has had a must extensivo circula-
tion in Britain. In Fingland, mix gentlemen
belonging to as many different denominations, |
have purchased each 1000 capica for distr bution
among the ministers of the Gospel. We trust
tho essays will be extensively read in Canada
also. Wero tho principles setforthin them gene-
rally provalent, how much mizht he donc by onr
prosperoue scttlers.  We might not only liberally
sustain our domestic religious instuutions, hut
send missionaries of our own to India and China
to take part with these who are labouring to
plant in those lands tho standard of tho cross
Would we bo the poorer for this evpendi-
ture?  Assurcdly not, for God lamself hath de-
clared that * them who honour thm, He will
honour {* that “ihe liberal soul shall be made
fat, and ho that watercth others shall be watered
himself

The paragraphs which we subjoin are 1aken
from one of tho cssays referred to, viz, that by
the Rev. Henry Constable, of the Established
Church of Ircland ;=

In tho expendituro of the Christian's offerings,
the suppert of tho gnspel mini-try amongsi our-
selves accupics the leading place. They who
aro God’s ambassadors 1o convey his mes:ages to
man. aro his first objects in the distnbution
of tho portion which ho claims for himself.
It is their right, which eannot be withheld from
thom without guilt—* They who preach the
gospel shonld five of tho gospel”—by the same
Divine ordinance that gave to the Jewish priest-
hood a share of the altar sacrifices.  They who
havo separaied themselves from secular business,
devoted themselves to the service of the Redeem-
er, and the salvation of his wandering sheep,
should not have their thoughts distracted from
their calling by povarty and want at hoame —
“ Lot it not bo thought,” savs Mr James, speak-
ing on this subjcct, ** that ‘wha sgiven to a min-
ister is a chantable donation ¢ 1t 1s the payment
of a just debt. It is what Christ claims for his
faithfu) servants, and which eannot be withheld ¢
without robhery. 1 spurn for mysell and wy
brethren the degrading apprehension that we aro
supported by chanty.  We are not cleneal pen-
sioners upon mere hounty. Our app-al is to
justice ; and if onr claime are denied epon this
ground, we refuse to plend before any other tri-
bunal, and refer the matier to tho great acize.”

whatever view regarded. It is the mnst direct |
homage to God, heing given to his servants It

maintains the preaching of thoso grand truths, l
which are for the salvatien of immortal souls.
Even on the grounds of worldly expedicocy, it is

wore for the temporal interests of aations than
any other expendnure,  © Yo are +he salt of the
carth,” ad Chrisi to lus apostles, aud well and
truly has Haooker ealfcd every ambasandaor of ns
“a pitar of that ecommonweahih wherein he
faithtully serveth God " ‘I'nko away from na-
tiong 1ts gospel numsirations ; stlence tho mes-
ta20 of prace, and tho word «f exhurtadii n, rebuke
and warning, and you will quickly reduce it to
that degeacracy of mind and wmorals, which 18
the centain preewrsor of decay and rwin.

It is nghteovsness wineh 19 the great exalter
of ono natwn ahese another ; and true rohmon
more, far more than any other thing. pruduces
those principles of morality, of activity, of peu-
dence aund industry, of temperance and endurance,
which make a people geeat at home, and respect-
od and powerful abrond.  What bas pre.crved
wealthy Eagland frumn falling into that eflemin-
acy of maaners, that lusury and vicious andal-
gence, which extinguisted the st of Gireeco
and Rome, and paved the way for thewr dowafall 2
Without Liesitation wo say 1t 19 her possession—
too partial, alag!—of true rehgion  Whaat the
Latw paet said of imperial Rowme may, wih
much groater truth, be <aid of Britain ‘= Thou
be.arest rule, heesnnse thou submnttest thy wall te
heaven”  To the possession of the truth and to
its wnfluenco we refer, under God, the greatness
of our country ; aad whilo sho retaius them wo
will not fear her overthrow.

[ S —

OUR DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
AS CITIZENS.

There aro somo who entortamn the idca that
Christians should leave sccular matters to world-
ly men, without tronbhing themeelves with therr
management. Now whilo wo hold that chuz-
uans should guard agamnst the influence of secu-
lar things, and live as it becometh thove whoso
home, and portion, and affections are in heaven,
ven, sull wo cannot admt that they are at
hiberty to lay aside all regard to sccslar and
pubitc matters, fur less that it is swnfat for them

| to Lo engaged 10 any degrec about such things.

‘The chrisuan, it is true, is not to be sunk in the
more ciizen.  Neither is the citizen to be sunk
in the chrnistian. The duties of the christian and
of the citizen are not to be regarded as incon-
sisient with each other.  Tho truh is christiani
ty 15 not a thing by nself. It is not something
superadded to the characier of the man. Itas
sometlung that must pervade and intluenco his
whole character, and affeet all hig conduct and
demeanour;—a leaven which, ndden in the heart,
must diffuse its influencoe through tho whole indi-
vidual.  ‘The true chrishan will not merely be a
chnsiian on the Lord's day, he will show lns
chrnsuamty by lus week-day conduct slso.  Heo
will not be a chri-tian mercly in the house of
God, orat the religious meeting, but in tho bosum
of his family, in his intercourso with s fellow
men, in the shop, in the Scnate, on the Bench,
or 1n whatever place ho occupies in society. Wo
do not mean to say that tho christian is, in tho
perfurmancoe of ordwary duties, to affect a
marked diffierenco from his fellow ereatares.
But still wherever he is, and in whatover duy
ho may bo engaged, he wall still bo the chiistian,
remembering that he is under lawato Chris:,
having a singlo eye to the glory of Gud and ma-
mifesting such conduct and such a spirit as may
lead those who sce him to take knowledgo of him
that he hag been with Jesur



